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The Author of the following pages, 
shortly after his arrival in India, had the 
good fortune to lie nominated to a civil ap- 
pointment at an out-station a considerable 
distance from the Presidency. Ere he could 
perform the duties required of him, to the 
satisfaction of his superiors, he found a tho- 
Totigh knowledge of the Persian and Hindu- 
Btani languages indispensably necessary ; and 
as the service he was employed in rendered 
it requisite that he should be able to converse 
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with the natives of the country with tolerable 
ease and fluency, he directed his attention 
more particularly to the colloquial branches 
of the languages. The first step was to un- 
learn what he had previously gleaned from 
books written in the Roman character, and 
diligently to adhere to the Persian and Na- 
gree, which, together with daily practice in 
cohversation with the natives, failed not to 
succeed. 

Having conquered the first and greatest 
difficulty, viz. proper pronunciation, the 
author was naturally led to desire a further 
intimacy with the languages, as well as man- 
ners and customs, of the people amongst 
whom he was placed. As well, therefore, 
for amusement as instruction, when evening 
closed in, he assembled the natives of his 
establishment, and those who felt competent 



to the task, requiring from them the relation 
of some entertaining tale, which the author's 
I maonshee (or tutor), who was invariably pre- 
sent on such occasions, committing to writ- 
ing, wHB on the following day translated, by 
his assistance into English. At first, con- 
luderable hesitation was evinced by the peo- 
I pie called upon for this purpose; some plead- 
I ing ignorance, others want of courage to 
appear before Master in his own apartment, 
I to narrate tales ; a. promise of reward, how- 
L ever, to him who should relate the most 
amusing story, removed all difficulty. Al- 
though but one man in the Author's estabhsh- 
ment could claim any pretension to ability, 
[ nevertheless the report having gone abroad, 
I in a few days others offering their services, 
I related several popular and traditional tales, 
Lwith evident willingness and good-humour. 
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Returning to his native land, the Author 
ventured to offer the Public a sketch of In- 
dian manners and habits in a former pro- 
duction, entitled " Fandurang Hari." Gra- 
tified by the flattering reception that work 
has met with, and remarking that an episode 
therein contained appeared to afford satisfac- 
tion, he was led into the idea that a set of 
Indian Tales would probably be acceptable. 
For the accomplishment of this purpose, 
therefore, he searched his MS. translations of 
stories (acquired in the manner abov^men- 
tioned), which for many years had remained 
untouched. Conceiving the plea of origi- 
nality to be no justification for the publish- 
ing an improper or uninteresting tale, it 
required no little time and attention to sepa- 
rate the dross from the more worthy parti- 
cles contained in the genuine stories, amongst 



I which are many of birds and beasts, gianU 
and magicians, extravagantly childish or 
I extraordinarily absurd. On the other hand, 
there are some replete with deceits and in- 
trigues of women, both immoral and impro- 
per, and far from either instructive or amus- 
ing. The former were rejected, the Author 
being anxious to avoid insulting an enlight- 
ened Public by offering such absurdities to 
them, and the latter, being unwilling to 
offend their delicacy ; independent of which, 
ample information respecting the infidelity of 
, Asiatic women is already before the Public 
a work lately published, entitled " The 
I JJew Arabian Nights' Entertainments." 

Having selected what appeared to the 
I Author the best amongst the collection, he 
I'proceeded to form on the basis and leading 
K/eatures of them, the following Tales, which 
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may be more approved of than if sent forth 
in their original shape. Anxious to effect a 
variety, accompanied by some information, 
the Tales are arranged in a manner which it 
is hoped will afford the readers some amuse- 
ment in their leisure hours. 
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CHAPTER I. 



In the year 1741, in the latter end of the 
reign of the Emperor Malioinme<I, many 
years before the British appeared on the 
Indian stage in the characters of rulers over 
that vast country, tlie city of Surat was 
under tlie government of Nuwab Jelal-ed- 
deen Khan Behauder, who, though he wae 
responsible for his conduct to the Court at 
Delhi, was nevertheless possessed of such 
unlimited power as to differ but little from 
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the Emperor himself. Previous to delineat- 
ing the character, habits, and customs of the 
Nuwab, and his court, a short description of 
the city over which he ruled may not be 
deemed unnecessary. 

Surat is a large and populous city, in the 
Province of Guzrat, situated on the banks of 
the river Tapee ; and during the government 
of Nuwab, Jelal-ed-deen's father, preserved its 
extensive commerce, being considered a port 
of the greatest consequence in India, and the 
resort of merchants from every quarter of the 
world. Surat was celebrated for the^-number 
of eminent and learned Mahommedans it con- 
tained; Its streets were thronged with people 
of all descriptions, whilst in its river rode 
stately ships from every quarter of the globe. 
The whole city was encompassed by an inner 
and an outer wall ; within the precincts of the 
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mer resided the Nuwab and all the Ma- 

lommedans of rank and consequence. Here 

s situated the castle, a well-garrisoned 

M-tress, whose lofty battlements frowned over 

i\e waters of the majestic; Tapee. 

Between the outer and inner wall waa 
situated the bazaar, and the houses of the 
joaerchants, shopkeepers, and artificers: this 

IBWt of the city was crowded from sunrise to 
p^dnight, by men from aJl nations on the 
^rth, whose business, through tiie means 
flf a regular and well-organized police," was 
transacted without discord or confusion. 
Such was the flourishing condition of this 

» grand city during tiie Nuwabship of Jelal- 
fd-deen's predecessor. 
Jelal-ed-deen, alas ! differed greatly from 
his father, and on his succession to the Mus- 
Qud, literature and science, finding no eu- 
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coaragemeiit, gnduaUj took their dcpurture. 
Ahfaoagfa die Nuwab was dead to the adraii- 
tages to be derired firom the dissendnation of 
kaomledge^ he was sensiUy ahve to the main- 
t fn a nce of his own dignitj. His Diurbar was 
an epitome of the arrangements at Agra and 
Ddhi, and ostentatious splendour e^dsted at 
Sunt to a greats- extent than in most cities 
where a deputy firom the Mogfaul empire held 
his court JebJ-ed-deen, though shrewd and 
tolerably well-informed, was far firom being a 
man of a noUe mind. Though irritable to 
die highest d^ree, he never for a moment 
lost sight of the rules of pc£t«iess and cour- 
tesT, and was wont to boast that no one could 
sentence a head to be cut off« in $o polite and 
courteous a manner as himself. 

Business was daily attended to by the Nu- 
wab^ but his chief care was his Z«iana, or 



Piromen''sapartineats; not that he passed more 
paf liis time in that wiog of his palace than 
lany other great potentate similarly ntualed, 
but he conceived his dignity and state would 
be appreciated by the number of females 
within his walls. Under this absurd and e(^ 
roneous supposidon, he spared neither time, 
trouble, or expense, to complete the establish- 
ment of his seraglio. Emissaries were des- 
patched to Persia, Circassia, Delhi, and many 
other places, to procure ladies for his harau, 
and after some time he was gratified by be- 
holding under his roof three hundred of the 
fairest women Asia could produce : these he 
divided into companies, allotting separate 
rooms for each of these fair flowers of the 
seraglio. Each company was governed by a 
man, and the whole flock ruled by an ex- 
sienced female, who had held the' same 
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office under his predecessor. A treasured 
was appointed, who had implicit orders not 
to suffer the ladies to want for any thing 
within reach of attainment. Eunuchs stood 
as guards through all the avenues of this den 
of beauties, whilst a troop of Rajpiits sur- 
rounded the outer wall by day and night* 

Amongst so great a number of ladies, the 
Nuwab had not, hitherto, selected one for his 
wedded wife, reserving that honour for any 
future female whom he might chance to meet 
with, more beautiful, and more captivating 
than those already in his possession ^ 

From sunrise to twelve in the day, was 
entirely devoted to business, and the affairs 
of state : during this period the Durbar was 
crowded with officers, attendants, and peti- 
tioners. But the person who took the most 
active part in this daily routine of business 
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was the Nuwab's Vizier, or Deewan, a crafty, 
but intelligent Mahomniedan, whose interest 
it waa, for many reasons, to keep the Nmvjil) 
in the dark as much as possible, and allow 

, him to hear only such affairs as he thought 

I £t to make him acquainted with. This man's 

name was Moye-ed-dia, who had filled the 

s of Deewan under the former Nuwab, 

&om whose indefatigable attention to busi- 

' ness Moye-ed-din was almost a cipher at the 
Durbar ; and would long ago have resigned 
the situation but for the hopes of the speedy 
succession of Jelal-cd-deen, whose indolent 
habits he truste4 would pave the way to- 
wards wealth and dignity. This man it was 
who suggested to Jclal-ed-deen, the mighty 
name to be acquired from, a numerous and 
well-regulated seraglio; hoping that his mas- 
ter, intoxicated with the society of this host 
B 5 
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ot fair tyrens, would gradually throw the 
whole weight of state affairs into his hands, 
nud tliufi afford him that opportunity of en- 
rii4iing hiiUHelf, which, under the former Nu- 
wiibi he had sighed for in vain. 

The arrangements, however, made by the 
Ntiwal> for the despatch of business, was a 
«m1 blow to the hopes of the minister, who in 
vmn nought out fresh beauties and invented 
ii^w amunements to divert his master's at- 
Umtlon from the duties of the Durbar ; no 
ingenuity on the part of the Deewan could 
♦hftke the resolution of the Nuwab. After the 
lioiir of twelve, Jelal-ed-deen retired from the 
fotiguen of the Durbar, to repose in the peace- 
ful Apartments of his And^run, from whence 
nothing but a firman* from' the Emperor 
of Delhi could have withdrawn him. Here, 

* Royal despatch. 
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living partaken of his mid-day meal, some 
r iemale more witty than the rest would enter- 
tain him, relating some interesting story. — or 
dng a few stanzas of the inimitable Hati/. 
I J^nother played puchees,* and other Indian 
I games ; and when these failed (whieli they 
seldom did,) to amuse the Nuwab, he would, 
with his favourite lady, proceed to the Mali- 
mud-a-baugh, a palace in the country, havhig 
a beautiful garden fillecj with the choicest 
flowers and the most delicious fruits, and 
adorned with fountains and arbours, of the 
sweet smelling jessamine, with avenues of the 
graceful cypress trees, and every luxury whicJi 
the mind of man could invent, and the liand 
of Nature bring to perfection. In this re- 
treat it would have been madness to have in- 
truded on this Eastern governor ; who, with 
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his lady, his Inrnkah, and his chess-board, 
reclined under some shady tree, wrapt up in 
self-satisfaction and delight. 

Moye-ed-din employed his time in a very 
di£Perent manner ; for perceiving with regret, 
the NuwaVs unaccountable taste for both 
bus'mess and pleasure, his was no easy task 
so to conduct himself, as not to appear too 
anxious to engross the former, or too assidu- 
ous to administer to the latter. Whilst his 
master, therefore, was lounging under arbours 
of odoriferous mc^ree, or listening to the tales 
of his mistresses, he was parading through the 
city with a numerous train of attendants, 
giving ear to the voice of complaint, or what 
was to him far more pleasing, the soft speeches 
of flattery, or the humble tones of submis- 
sion. By these means he became acquainted 
with all the intricate turns and windings of 
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eath complaint to be brought before the 
Nuwab on the follo\t'iiig day. Thus armeJ 
at all points, he allowed each petitioner access 
to the Musnud, and never presumed, in hix 
master''s preaence, to receive a paper or issue 
an order ; pretending profound ignoruucv of 
all that was going forward, until the Nuwab 
himself deigned to consult him; then indeed, 
after reading the complaint, and suggesting ii 
few questions to be put to the complainant, 
he would ponder deeply on the subject ; and, 
at last venture, with profound submission, in 
ofier an opinion, which, from his knowledge 
of the affair, was generally correct : even this, 
however, required to be managed witii pe- 
culiar skill and adroitness, lest the Nuwab 
^ouM suspect him of a previous interference 
on the subject; or, what was equally dan- 
gerous, look upon him with an eye of jea- 
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lousy, on findiDg a man of superior talent and 
discernment than himself. 

To avoid suspicion, and avert the shaft of 
jealousy, therefore required no small share 
of ingenuity and caution. Moye-ed-din's 
cunning, consequently suggested the policy 
of occasionally drawing a wrong conclusion, 
at the same time, letting fall some expression 
by which the Nuwab could not fail of coming 
to the right one^ or to that which his interest 
made him desirous should be considered cor- 
rect; upon which the artful knave would ex- 
claim, " Wah ! wah !^* in praise of his mas- 
ter'^s learning and ability. Such exclamations 
were not confined to Moye*ed-din alone,* but 
echoed and r&^choed through the whole 
Durbar. Could justice be at last obtained, 
it was perhaps of little consequence which of 

* A common exclamation of wonder or approbation* 
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e two, the master or the servant, arrived at 
9ie truth of the subject in debate: but, alas ! 

■ ihe poisoned finger of the minister, liaving 
I interposed between the right and the 

■ wrong, turned Hght into darkness, and ren- 
|;dered darkness darker still. 

A circumstance, however, happened, which 
1 a measure opened the eyes of the Nuwab. 
e day, as he was sitting in fuli Durbar, he 
ibserved an imuBual bustle at the further ex- 
tremity of the ball, as if some one was anxious 
to approach the Musnud, but was repulsed. 
He inquired the cause of such indecorous 
behaviour; no answer was given ; but a pro- 
found silence reigned tbrou^ the spacious 
apartment. Moye-ed-din sat stroking his 
beard, and adjusting his mustachios, imagin- 
ing such external marks of composure would 
effectually conceal the internal perturbation, 
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under which he laboured. The Nuwab, not 
seeing his minister active in investigating the 
cause of the commotion, shrewdly suspected 
he was, some how or other, interested in the 
affair. Standing up, therefore, himself, he 
called aloud, " If there be any one whose 
progress to the seat of justice has been ar- 
rested, let him now come forth on pain of 
punishment.^' Moye-ed-din now thought pro- 
per to arise, and echoing his master's words, 
cried out, " Come forth !" It were impossible 
to give a correct idea of the awe depicted up- 
on the countenances of all present. Every 
one made way for the person who was ex- 
pected to come forth ; so that the centre of 
the hall, before crowded to excess, now re- 
sembled a spacious street, thronged on each 
side with the anxious, and fear-stricken mul- 
titude. Not a sound was heard, save the 
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I falling of the water from a magnilicent niar- 

I Ue fountain, opposite the folding doors of 

the hall, and immediately in front of the 

( sumptuous Musnud ; this, liowever, as if tii 

[ add to the terrors experienced by tiie whole 

I court, suddenly stopped. All eyes were turn- 

[ ed towards the fountain. Muye-ed-din alone 

■ kept his fixed on the Nuwab's countenance, 

1 which was depicted a rage, which he felt 

r could only be assuaged by the iniliction of some 

dreadfid punishnieut upon some one, perhaps 

himself: yet, from the length of time which 

had elapsed, without any complainant having 

I approached the Musnud, he buoyed him- 

I self up with the hope that the petitioner, 

I awed by the solemnity of the scene, had re- 

Ipented his temerity, and eiJected his retreat 

f ^^vm the hall. 

The Nuwab being determined to fathom 
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die mjstciTy 9gaD rose, and j Ma n t i ng to 
die fouoUDiiy exdamedy ^ The famitem of 
water has oeaaed to flair; but God foifaid die 
fomitahi of justice should, through die madii- 
oatioDs of any eril diqxMed persons, (here he 
cast a peculiar glance upou Moye-ed-dm,) be 
int^Tupted in its course ! I again ooomiand 
the man to come fcnrth, and present me his 
petition.'* After this harangue, a person 
was seen slowly making his way through 
the crowd at the bottom of the halL All 
eyes were fixed upon him. He was an aged 
Mahommedan, and a dyer by trade ; in 
his hand he held a paper, which, from the 
indigo dye on his fingers, and the dreadful 
perspiration he had suffered ever since the 
first imperative summons of the Nuwab, was 
not exactly in a condition to be placed in the 
hands of the mighty delegate Nuwab Jelal- 
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^*d-deen Beliauder. Moye-ed-din, after the 
poor dyer had thrice performed his reverence, 
and thrice audihly struck his forehead on the 
marble slabs, cried " Stay, fellow, would you 
stain the hand;^ of royalty ? Let my she- 

Iristadar* copy your petition,'" The Nuwab, 
peeing through the flimsy artifice of his 
p>eewan replied, "Neither the hand or the 
Bve of royalty (as you have been pleased to 
Rpress yourself,) can be polluted by the 
voice of complaint, in whatsoever garb it may 
be introduced ;" thus saying, he stretched 

•forth his hand, and received the paper. 
' Moye-ed-din, agonized beyond measure, 
and perspiring at every pore, endeavoured to 
clothe liis countenance in the garb of ill- 
disguised serenity and composure; but alas ! 
his attempts were fruitless, for the quick, 
• Secretary. 
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penetrating eye ol the Nuwab, thou^ ap- 
parently entirely bent aa the contents ctf the 
petiticxi, scanned with a single glance the 
lineaments of his minister's face, whereup(» 
he read a aMifirmatioQ of the assortioDs ooDk 
tained in the paper before him. Unwilling, 
however, to publicly disgrace his minister, h^ 
thrust the paper in his boscmi, and directed 
the business of the day to proceed. 

Such was the consternation of Moye-ed-din 
as entirely to deprive him of his wonted du7 

plicity and cunning, which he had fully in- 
tended to have practised in many a case this 
day to be decided, so that, to the astonish- 
ment of several suitors who had relied on his 
support, their requests were refused by the 
Nuwab, who had passed judgement on their 
claims, without deigning to consult his 
terror-stricken minister. On the other hand, 
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^sons CMnplained agaJUKt, instead of coni- 
mg off with Synng colours, as they had an- 
rdcipatccl from the promises of the Decwan, 
tvere severely punished, or heavily fined. It 
airas in vain these unhappy people cast their 
(yea upon the dejected Moye-ed-din, whose 
4iole attention seemed to be bestowed upon 
B beard, which he continued to stroke with 
anabated assiduity and perseverance. At | 
Sie hour of twelve, the Durliar as usual brok* i 
ip, and the Nuwab having partaken of Ms 1 
Bad-day repast, retired to his Zenana; — and 
whilst he is hstening to the bcarUalluring 1 
biles of his mistresses, it may be considered 
6 fit opportunity to relate the particulars of 
event, which caused the constema- 
in the hall of justice above mentioned, 
a full elucidation of which, the reader 
a referred to the following chapter. 



24 THS XEXAMA- 

dry in a snudl space of giomid oontigiious to 
bis own house, which, in fact, he had a ri^t 
to do, the ground haTing ooce had a house 
built thereon, whidi had beloiiged to his 
father, to whose property be had beccMne 
heir. His neighbour, however, a butcher, 
had often asserted his claim to the ground in 
question, and one day, the dyer having oc- 
casion to absent himself on some business, 
left his younger 9on in charge c^ sundry 
cloths, which were hanging on lines on this 
said piece of ground. On his return, late in 
the evening, instead of seeing his newly dyed 
cloths, which he had expected to find dried, 
and fit for delivering to his customers, — what 
was his astonishment at perceiving their place 
supplied by sheeps^ heads, and legs of mut- 
ton, whilst his own cloths were trampled un- 
der foot, covered with dust and dirt. The 
amazed dyer called to his son, from whom 
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■iving no answer, he determined to se- 
chastise him on his return home, fully 
:suaded the young stripling had neglected 
his duty, and joined the gambols of the 
boys in the bazaar. On entering his house, 
however, his surprize increased on finding 
the poor lad stretched out on the ground, 
bleeding profusely. 

The anxious father quickly raised his 
taiigured and severely- wounded son, and 
having bathed his head, from whence the 
blood continued to flow, the boy by degreea 
revived, and when sufficiently recovered, 
related to his father all that happened in 
his absence ; viz. that in conformity with 
Ills instructions, he attended on the drying 
ground, and turned the cloths from time to 
time, towards the sun. About the middle of 
the day, several boys entered the ground. 
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and commenced their spcnrt; one of these 
ymiths was the son of their neighbour, the 
butcher, who not content with playing on the 
ground, induced his plajrmates to aid him in 
pulling down the dried cloths. The dyer's 
son, enraged at beholding his father's proper* 
ty so wantonly spoiled, remonstrated rather 
sharply with the boys, upon which the 
butcher's son made use of the most abusive 
language, whereupon the dyer's son struck 
him on the face ; the boy ran roaring and 
screaming to his father's shop, and made him 
acquainted with the manner in which he had 
been treated by their neighbour's son. KatiK> 
bhae, the butcher, instantly repaired to the 
spot, ajid struck the dyer's son a violent, 
blow on the head, which deprived him of his 
senses for a mometit. The young guardian 
of the cloths recovering himself, arose, wad 
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|.Jn a spirited manner desired the butcher to 

I qait Ilia father's ground. " Your father's," 

I taid Katil-bhae, in a contemptuous manner ; 

" I will show you it is my ground," so saying 

I lie pulled the cloths from off the lines, tram- 

L|ried them under his feet, and replaced them 

f shecps' heads and joints of meat from his 

1 stall. The dyer's son, in his turn, en- 

Mvoured to remove the meat, upon which 

e butcher again struck him with the handle 

of hia large knife, which caused the blood to 

flow, and turned the boy quite sick ; and in 

this state the neighbours conveyed him into 

his father's house. 

The, poor dyer having heard this history 
of the brutal conduct of the Initchcr, de- 
termined upon lodging hia complaint before 
the Cotwall of the bazaar, which he did on 
the following morning. The Cotwall hav- 
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ing heard the whole story, very properly 
decided in favour of the dyer, and fined 
the butcher. Katil-bhae, being a man of a 
litigious disposition, was not at all disposed 
to submit in silence to this decision, and 
in consequence waited upon Moye-ed-din, 
the Dee wan, taking care, not to go empty 
handed. Moye-ed-din, without hesitation, 
sent persons to put the butcher in possession 
of the ground, accompanied by an order to 
fine the dyer, who paid the money so un- 
justly extorted from him, and then repair- 
ed to the Cotwall, to whom he poured forth 
his grievances. This then was the time 
most favourable for the Cotwall's plans for 
overthrowing the haughty Moye-ed-din ; he 
ipcordingly advised the dyer to attend at 
thtt . Durbar, and represent to the Nuwab 
^niuriei he had sustained by the un- 
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warrantable interference of the minister; 
and in order that the Nuwab might quickly 
comprehend the nature of tlie grievance 
complained of, the Cotwall's clerk drew out 
a petition, embracing in a short compass the 
wrongs sustained by the dyer, at the hands 
both of the butcher and the minister- 
It was some time ere the dyer could mus- 
ter up courage to assent to this mode of 
proceeding; h vtas an awful t}iing, said lie, 
to face the Nuwab in his court; he bad- 
never ventured near the threshold of the 
Durbar even ; and again, how coidd a poor 
dyer, as he was, hope for redreas, or cope 
■with the powerful Moye-ed-din, with any 
chance of success ? " DoubtlesB," said he, " I 
shall fall a victim to the rancour of the 
, who will prejudice the Nuwab 
ainst me, and the end of it will be, I 
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shall be thiown into jhtisoq for my pre^ 
sumption. All these objections were over* 
ruled by the Cotwall and his myrmidons, 
by assurances of their protection, and sup* 
port in the hour of trial, so that by promises 
and persuasion, the pom* fellow consented 
to act as they deemed proper. It was ar^ 
ranged that the dyer, to secure admission 
into the hall, should be in waiting at the 
doors by break of day ; and Imving once ob* 
tained an entrance, the Deewan, insolent and 
daring as he was, would never venture to 
eject him. All this being arranged, the pe- 
tition was written, and delivered into the 
hands of the dyer, who departed to his 
home. With such secrecy was all this con- 
rived, that not one word of what was going 
on reached the ears of Moye-ed-din, until 
too late to take any steps to counteract 
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their proceedings; indeed, he was indehted 
'_ to chance alone for knowing any thing of the 
latter whatever : how he obtained his in- 
formation is as follows : — 

The miaister^s water-carriers were in the 

ibit of filling their pots at the fountain in 

the Nuwab's garden, every morning Iwfore 

Ivlay break. Here, anxiously awaiting the 

Lopening of the ddors of the Durbar, stood 

trembling the unfortunate Ilung-rccz,* whose 

■ miserable appearance, together with the so- 

uicitude depicted on his countenance, could 

(act fail lo attract the notice of the water- 

TJers ; and, desirous of learning what his 

tolive could be for being so early at the 

uustice hall, they thus accosted him : — " What 

I old Kuzl-bashee, why so early in the 



Poor Kuzl-baslie 
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he 
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should have quite enough speaking inside^ 
refused to spare a word to any one without 
the hall, and answered only by a melancholy 
shake of the headr 

The water-carriers, on their return to 
their master's palace, mentioned the circum- 
stance to the Jemmidar of the guard, who 
had just arisen; but as he knew nothing of 
the quarrels of Katil-bhae and* Euzl-bashee, 
he gave himself no concern on the subject* 
Soon after came the Deewan'^s household 
barber, who regularly made his appearance 
every morning, to trim the beards of all the 
establishment ; and lastly, that of the x«i- 
nister himself, who was not so early a riser as 
the rest. Buxoo-bhae, the barber, like the 
rest of that profession all over the world, 
conceived it was part of his duty to give 
loose to his tongue when he handled a 
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lieard ; and when he had no news himself 
to communiiMite, endeavoured to glean somv 
from those on whom he operated. This 
morning he happened to be eodly at a loss 
for intelligence, and therefore endeavoured 
to gain some from tlie Jemiiiidai of the 
guard, whose beard he was arranging. The 
Jemiiiidar being at a loss for something tu 
communicate, asked the barber why the 
dyer was posted so early at the Durbar 
gates? " Oh .' he is mad, Sir, staring mad. 
Sir ! you may depend upon it ; it is the 
same fellow who has been creating such dis- 
turhancesin the bazaar, stealing the butcher^s 
meat, and hanging up his dirty cloths in 
its place : the Cotwall decided his case, but, 
between ourselves — ^but it is not my busi- 
ness, you know — " " Go on," said the Jem- 
midar, '* if you always stopped short when 
c 5 
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you found yourself chattering about what is 
not your business, it would be well; but 
come, this time speak out?" The sharer was 
going on with the wrong end of the story as 
fast as he could, when a messenger from the 
Deewan summoned him away to the pre- 
sence of that powerful person; so making 
his salaam to the Jemmidar, he left him as 
wise as he was before. 

If Buxoo the barber conceived it to be 
his duty to convey intelligence of the most 
trifling kind to all his customers, how much 
more so did he consider himself bound to 
treasure up every tittle of news for the ear 
of the minister R The circumstance of the 
dyer being posted at the door of the Durbar 
so early in the morning, he imagined might 
be acceptable news to the Deewan, or if not, 
he could not posably anticipate the contrary. 
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I IgnoroDt of the active part the Decwan 
I had taken in the disputes of the dyer and 
I his upponent, (xwr Buxix> determined, if aii 
I ^portunity offered, to mention his bit of 
I news, trifling as it might be considered. On 
I entering the Deewan's apartment, the ohse- 
I quioua barber bowed and smiled, and smiled 
I and bowed again, hoping for the UEual ques- 
Ition of "What Dews, Buxoo?" which the Dee- 
I wan seldom failed to say previous to trusting 
I faim with his beard. This day, however, ihe 
I minister was unusually gloomy and reserved ; 
bade the Itabbling shaver be quick and dress 
his beard. " To hear is to obey !" said the 
wondering Buxoo, and commenced his woik. 
I There appearing but little chance of the Dee- 
Tfi speaking first, Buxoo endeavoured to 
I draw him into cMiversation, beginning with, 
L *' Hot day, my lord ;" a nod was the only 
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reply : but even this, as he had received nd 
rebuke, was, he considered, a step gained, and 
supposed more of his observations would 
be agreeable ; he therefore thus continued, 
'^ Very hot, indeed, and so some folks will 
find it to-day in Durbar ; that they will ; I 
would not be in their skins for a trifle,** 
" Why to^ay, Buxoo P"*' said the Deewan, 
" have you heard any particular news ?^ 
" News ! oh my lord ! I believe I have in- 
deed ; Lord bless those who are in the wrong 
that'^s all ; but I said how ^twould be if once 
the clapper of that old fellow'^s jaws was set 
a-going/' " Who, who ? what old fellow ?** 
asked the now curious Moye-ed-din. ** Who, 
my lord ? Why, who should it be but that 
pld fellow, who has been setting the whole 
bazaar by the ears. Oh, my lord, would you 
had had the trying him instead of the 
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Cotwall, he wouid then have been effectually 
I prevented from sneaking about the Durbar 
gates all night." " Villain !" cried the Dee- 
wan ; " speak ; who is it you mean ? who has 
been posted at the gales all niffht ?" The 
barber, terrified beyond measure at this 
' unaccountable violence, dropped his scissors 
and big shaving apparatus, and fell flat on his 
\ face, heartily repenting the latitude he had 
I given his t<Higue. "Speak !" vociferated the 
! Deewan, "or, by Mahommed, I will smite 
f your head off!" " Spare me, my lord !"' cried 
the trembling Buxoo; "spare me, I will 
speak: the dyer; the dyer — old Kuzl-b^shee. 
The dyer, my lord, that is all, my lord ; and 
may Providence protect him, and all that he 
has involved in his cursed complaint." This 
intelligence, which the inoffensive but im- 
udent barber had imagined to be of such 
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minor importance, fell like a thunderbolt 
on the ears of the proud and haughty mi- 
nister, who, not wishing to evince his per- 
turbation before the barber, hastily dismissed 
him from his presence, although his beard 
was only half dressed. Buxoo-bhae, waitmg 
for no second command, quickly retreated. 
Moye-ed-din summoned his secretary and 
his confidential clerks, and gave them pe- 
remptory orders to prevent, if possible, the 
dyer having access to the Musnud. They 
promised obedience, and in order to execute 
their commands, hastened to the Durbar, 
where they found the unhappy Euzl-bash^ 
crouched in a comer, in conversation with 
several of the Cotwall's clerks: this scene 
convinced the Deewan's party they had cpme 
too late : one of them, however, contrived to 
gain the dyer^s ear, and in a tone pf pre- 
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teuded friendKhip, strongly advised him not 
to risk ajiplyiiig to the Nuwab ; " Consider,*' 
said he ; " how attached he is to the Deewan : 
think you he will give ear to the complaints of 
fellows like you ? Go liome, and think no mure 
of such folly I" The poor [>eti[ioner began 
seriously to think this was indeed most whole- 
atHiie advice, and was half determined to follow 
it, when oiie of the Cotwall's clerks whispered 
' in his ear not to heed whatever the Deewan 's 
hanger-on had told hini ; " Go on boldly," 
said he, " and present your petition ; the 
Nuwab detests the minister, and will as- 
suredly investigate your case ; for shame, are 
youaman and thus fearful !" "Now," thought 
the dyer, " what am I to do ? one telk me 
e thing, and one another ; oh 1 woe is me, 
that I ever consented to appear in this 
Lce I" The Nuwab now entered the Dur- 
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bar, amidst the loud praises of his Chobdars, 
who vociferated his titles and virtues through 
the lofty and spadous apartment. ^^Now 
Kuzl-bashee,** said the Cotwall's myrmidons, 
** now is your time ! up^ up, and lay your 
paper at his feet/' The dyer attempted to 
do as he was bid, but was pulled back by 
some of the <^posite party, and again shoved 
forward by the Cotwall s adherents. This 
pulling and shoving was the confusion which 
attracted the notice of the Nuwab ; who, as 
has been already related, at last became pos- 
sessed of the Uue-stained, dirty petition of 
the unfortunate Kusl-bashee, dyer in the city 
of Surat. 



CHAPTER III. 



Thk Nuwab having turned the affair in 
his mind, became fully sensible of tlie cor- 
rupt disposition of liis Deewan, yet, from the 
. length of time he had held his situation, felt 
reluctant to disgrace liim by dismissal ; at 
L the same time, justice demanded Iiim to notice 
Buch mercenary and unjustifiable conduct- 
Before the following innming, therefore, 
I messenger was despatched to the minis- 
er's palace, to inform the Deewan that 
['the Nuwab would disjwnse with his presence 
I Durbar until further orders. It may be 
[■imagined how galling was a verbal message of 
rtfais kind, to the proud and haughty mind of 
Moye-ed-din. " Had the Nuwab," said he to 
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himself, "conveyed his orders to me in 
writing, sickness might have been urged as 
a plea for non-attendance at court, but as it 
is, the whole city cannot fail to become ac- 
quainted with my disgrace. 

We must leave the dejected Deewan to re- 
pent his misdeeds, and return to the Nuwab, 
whose first care was to summon Eatil-bhae the 
butcher, Euzl-bashee the dyer, and Noor-ma- 
hommed the Cotwall, with several other per- 
sons mentioned as witnesses in the petition of 
the dyer. All being in attendance, the Nuwab 
demanded from the Cotwall the record of the 
trial held before him in the dispute between 
Euzl-bashee the dyer, and Eatil-bhae the 
butcher. This was the first time the Cotwall 
had ever been called upon to produce any 
record of his proceedings, and although con- 
scious he had acted in this particular case in 
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be most just and impartial maimer, he pre- 
lented his Duftur* with fear and trembling. 
The Nuwab, having caused the extracts to 
I be read over, complimented the Cotwall on his 
I impartial conduct ; at the same time observed 
f that there appeared to be two distinct causes 
I of dispute, oDc for the assault committed by 
I the butcher on the dyer''s son, and another 
I TGEpecting the right to the piece of ground ; 

• Iliul ChcM: been tiled DCJjalaUir, iJtc kASC 

rwould have assumed a clearer and more cora- 

Pprehensive aspect. Witnesses were examined 

Kin the presence of the Nuwab, who became 

illy sadsBed that the dyer had been greatly 

iggrieved. It was now the butcher's turn 

to become alarmed, and, falling on his facci 

lie begged for mercy. The Nuwab sentenced 

him to pay a fine of one hundred rupees, to 

• Record Book. 
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give Up for ever all claim to the ground which 
was indisputably the property of the dyei*^ 
and for the assault, to receive thirty stripes on 
the soles of his feet in the public market- 
place. Eatil-bhae was beginning to bellow 
for mercy, when the Nuwab waving his hand, 
he was hurried away and quickly bastinadoed. 
The Cotwall was presented with a pair of 

handsome shawls, in testimony of the high 
sarlsf^iluii his cuuduct had aflbrded the 

Nuwab. 

We must now take leave for the present, of 
Eatil-bhae, and Kuzl-bashee, whose disputes 
we have dwelt upon, being the foundation of 
an event which leads to the narration of se- 
veral we hope interesting and amusing tales. 
We left Moye-ed-din chewing the cud of re- 
pentance, and framing in his mind several 
plans how to regain the lost favour of bis 
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I master. AlaH ! he feared his attemptA would 
I be fruitless ; no light seemetl to dawn on the 

melancholy gloom which enveloped his mind. 
I He fancied he was reminded hourly of the 

degradation under which he was labouring, by 
I .tile least trifling omission or forgetfidness of 
a servants, who, nevertheless, were as assi- 
D'duous as ever to please him. Six months 
I elapsed, and yet no step had he gained towards 
I reconciliation with the Nuwab, who seemed to 
Lbave erased the recollection of Iiim from the 
■ tablets of his memory. During this wliole 
I time, the unhappy ex-Deewan had confined 
1 himself within the walls of his palace, situated 
Lon the banks of the river, ignorant of all that 
k' was going forward, and only iKcasionally hear-* 
ping a word or two of news from the loqua- 
I cious fiuxoo barber ; whose services were now 
k, only in requisition once in the week, instead of 
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daily, as heretofore. At last a gleam <^ hope 
burst on the melancholy Moye^-din. On 
the last day of the week, as he was sitting in 
his room, which overlooked the river, Buxoo- 
bhae, the barber, was announced ; he entered, 
wearing an unusual smiling countenatice, and 
commenced strapping his razors with unac- 
customed celerity and adrditness, and such 

4 

was his haste to begin his operations, that he 
stumbled over his own leathern bag, and 
nearly fell into the arms of the astcmished 
Moye-ed-din. " Why how now, Buxoo,'* said 
he, " hast thou forgotten the laws of the 
Prophet so early in the morning, and stained 
thy filthy mouth with liquor ? Or art thou 
blind ?*• ** Blind, my lord, quite blind,^ re- 
plied the barber, ** and 'tis no wonder that I 
am so, for I have visited the sun in all its 
splendour, my eyes have been "Within a yard <if 
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tlie planet itself ! Is it a wonder, therefore, J 
mm daezled ?" " Ah !" cried the now curious 
Moye-ed-din, what may be this wundrouB 
luminary ? a female, 1 warrant ye ?" 

"Aheavenly one!'" — " Within reach?" — 

"Ay, my lord."— "Wheref' speak, and name 

hyour reward !" — " No one knows but myself." 

" Speak, I say, or dread" — niy power, he 

vould have said ; but recoUetrting the very 

narrow liinits in which it was contained, after 

[ a pause, changed it to — " my displeasure." 

" My lord, I am your slave. I have dressed 

' your beard these twenty years ; and liave, 

} during that time, dulyand truly related to you 

I all I know, and all I saw. God forbid, that I 

r ahould now refuse you either the labours of 

Fviy hands, or the words of my mouth. See 

Ftfou that lar^ end stately ship, juat passed 

■ Uk bar of the river ?^ — " The one with the 
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broad red flag, Buxoo ?^ — " The same.^ 
" Where is she from ?^ — "Bussorah, and the 
Red Sea." — "Well! and her cargo diamonds, 
I suppose? and these have dazzled your 
senses.'' — " Ay, my lord, she bears a dia- 
mond, indeed, which would dazzle any per- 
son'*s senses. Be patient, ray lord, and attend 
to me. At day-break this morning, as I 
was putting my shop in order, an Arab came 
up to me, apparently desirous of having his 
beard dressed. I was on the alert inunedi- 
ately, as I always am, and no one can say but 
Buxoo-bhae is — " "Never mind, my good 
man, go on, you are the best of barbers,'* said 
the curious Moye-ed-din.'"* Buxoo bowing, 
continued, "Well, my lord, when I began to 
handle the Arab's beard, he fell into a mighty 
passion, and said something in Arabic, which 
I did not understand ; however, by signs, and 
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a word or two of HindliBtuiee, which he for- 
tunately was master of, I comprehended he 
desired me to accompany him to the river ; no 
packing up my instruments, I followed him 
to the Custom-house, and &om thence to a 
small boat, in which we both seated our- 
selves. The Arab rowed as hard as he could, 
and we soon came along-side that stately ship 
which I have just poioted out to your lord- 
ship."—" Well, and what happened then ? 
Do, pray go on,^ said Moye-ed-din. — " Why, 
my lord, a great deal happened ; for I saw, — 
but stop, no I did not see yet — first, as I waa 
about to mention, I ascended the ship, which 
waa full of Arabs and slaves; then my con- 
ductor led me to the great cabin, one half 
of which was occupied by the Captain, whose 
beard, I was made to understand, required to 
be trimmed, previous to his going on shore. 
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Just as I W2isf oeginning to cut and clip, a vkk 
lent altercation ensued on the deck, so much 
so, that the Captain abruptly started up, leav- 
ing me alone in his cabin : at this moment, a 
heart-rending sigh from the adjoining cabin 
broke upon my ear. My curiosity being ex- 
cited, I approached the partition, which being 
constructed of rude and uneven materials, I 
soon found a chink, to which I appliied my 
eye : when, how can I describe my amaze- 
ment at beholding, redlining on a couch, one 
of the loveliest females man ever set eyes 
upon ! fair as alabaster, lips like the. ruby, a 
form more graceful than the cypress, and eyes 
like the brilliant stars of heaven : she seemed 
dejected and unhappy ; yet was there such 
beauty in hei* grief, as to render sorrow a 
feast of delight. Short was my pleasure : the 
step of the Captain hurried me once more in- 
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the centre of the cabin ; when, with my 
cissors in my hand, I received him with a low 
Such, however, was the wonder, and 
niriosity which inflamed my breast, together 
pnth the consciousness of my having dared to 
y into the secrets of my noble customer, that 
lOt only my hand, but my whole body shook 
o violently, as to render my services for some 
ainutes entirely useless. The Arab, iniagin- 
fag I was awed by his grandeur alone, made 
?s for my awkwardness, and suffered 
e to take a cup of water; which, in a mea- 
, composed me, so as to be enabled to go 
through my job with tolerable satisfaction to 
my employer, who has desired me to return 
with some perfumes; and, as soon as possi* 
ble, it is my intention to wait upon him." 

During this recital the countenance of 
Koye-ed-din brightened up, and he conceived 
D S 
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a fair opportunity presented itself for him, at 
least, to attempt a reinstatement in the good 
graces of the Nuwab ; a thought struck him 
which he communicated to the barber, viz., 
that he should accompany Buxoo, in disguise 
as a perfume-seller, by which means h6 might 
chance to get a view of this houri, of whose 
beauty he had received so glowing a descrip^ 
tion. Buxoo, giving a ready assent, retired 
to purchase the perfumes and a suitable disr 
guise for his master^ On his return he found 
the ex-minister awaiting his. coming with 
breathless impatience, and speedily arrayed 
himself in the dress necessary for the charac- 
ter he was about to assume. Both being: 
ready to sally forth, Moye-ed-din began to 
entertain serious apprehensions of a dis- 
covery, should he, by any accident, meet with 
any of the inhabitants of the city, to whom 



53 



he was well known. Biix<», never at a loss 
f /or an act of ingenuity, recommended his 

master to stain liis beard, assuring him he 

knew of a certain dye which would answer 
! the purpose admirably ; accordingly he was 
[ again despatched on this second errand : he 
I Quickly returned, however, and opening a 
f Bmall phial, poured the contents into the 
I palms of his hands, and applied it to the 

beard of his master, which in a few moments', 
I from one of the most glossy black, was con- 
l verted into a coarse sort of carroty-red colour, 
I by which means they trusted discovery would 
f be next to impossible. Moye-ed-din led the 
rway down a narrow back stair-caae, and tak- 
a key from his girdle, unlocked a private 
l«kx)r, from whence, by a few steps, they ar- 
1 nved at the water's edge. Beckoning to some 



■ •fishermen, a boat was » 



1 in readiness for 
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them, and in a short time they reached the 
Arab ship, and were allowed to come on 
board, where the captain was walking the 
deck. The barber pointed to his companion, 
the perfumer, who was beginning to uncover 
his sweets, when liis intentions were thwarted 
by beholding, on the opposite gangway, old 
Kuzl-bashee, the dyer, disposing of some of 
his cloths to the Arab crew. Buxoo, not 
having noticed the dyer, was at a loss to ac- ' 
count for his companion'*s extreme awkward- 
ness, and proceeded, with his own hands, to 
select the different essences. The attention 
of all around the perfumer was directed to 
the opposite side of the deck, where stood the 
Arabs abusing the dyer for staring about 
him, without concluding their bargains ; the 
fact was, he having smelled the perfumes, 
lifted up his eyes to see which of tiie per- 
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fumers of the eily had been fortunate enougii 
to t>e the first to treat with the Arabs; what 
was his surprise, therefore, on beholding a 
face, to whicli, tliuugh by no means alto^ther 
a stranger, yet one which he certainly had 
never remembered to have seen selling eit- 
sences in the bazaar. Unable to solve the 
mystery, he entirely neglected his own affaire, 
and brought on him the abuse of the crew, 
who threatening to forcibly possess them- 
selves of bis fjoods, he was under the iiecis- 
■ sity of paying attention to their demanii;!, 
and when again he found leiaiire to lift up 
his eyes, the perfumer was gone, though the 
barber was still stationary. 

The Captain, to avoid the bustle on deck, 
had taken the perfumer to his own cabin, 
where it was his intention to make his selec- 
tion; and whilst so employed, the dyer, who 
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had now tied up his bundle, approached the 
well-known Buxoo, and having paid him the 
compliment of the usual salutation of Salaam 
Alikum, commenced a conversation which the 
barber would willingly have dispensed with, 
cursing his unlucky stars for bringing him in 
contact with the very fellow, the mention 
of whose name alone, on a former occasion, 
had brought down the wrath of the minister. 
** How sweet you smell, Brother Barber,'' said 
old Kuzl-bashee, snuffing up the odour of th^ 
perfumes, " what ! are you turned attar ?^* — 
" No,'' answered Buxoo, " I don't meddle with 
other person's trades." — " Indeed, Buxoo, 
one would think by the sweet smell about 
you, that you had entered quite a different 
line of business : now is not this the case ? 
and was not that your partner, who was 

• Perfumer. 




here just now?" — "It is not the case; 
and he that was here just dow is not my 
partner." — " Well, excuse my asking, but I 
oever saw him before in the bazaar: pray 
what is his name ? His perfumes are so 
powerful, I should like to be a purchaser. 
What may be his name, pray ?" 

" His name is Kumbuckt."* — " Ah ! my 
friend Buxoo, you are facetious; but se- 
riously I am anxious to know hia name."— 
" Then ask him yourself; you can't have bet- 
ter authority; and as to his perfumes, they 
tre far beyond your means to obtain." 

"True brother, but he has departed. Oh 

K), here he comes, — been into the cabin, has 

[ he ! — made rare Iwirgains, I warrant." Moye- 

I ed-din, on stepping upon deck, had espied 

[ the old dyer in conversation witli the bar- 

• Unfortunate. 
s 5 



58 THE ZEKAKA. 

ber at the gang-way^ and instantly covered 
his face with his shawl. The barber called 
to his companion, saying, ^^ the boat is ready, 
brother^'' and Moye-ed-din, brushing past the 
dyer, hastily descended into the boat, fol- 
lowed by the aniitous Bu^oo, wlio, looking 
up, perceived the dyer likewise descending 
the ship^s side, with the intention of joining 
them : he gave a sign to the fishermen there- 
fore, who, comprehending bis meaning, push- 
ed off, ere the dyer'*s foot could touch the boat, 
thus leaving him clinging to the ship's side, 
to the no small amusement of the crew and 
all on board. Kowing briskly, they quickly 
regained the Minister's palace without any 
further interruption. 

Secure from interruption, the Deewan 
threw off his disguise, and was half inclined 
to embrace the barber, so delighted was he 
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with their success: the only damp to his 
spirits was the sight of the innocent cause of 
all his misfortunes, old Kuzl-bashee. The 
barber, however, soothed his apprehensions 
by po^tive assurances of the impossibility of 
his having been recognized, and anxiously 
inquired if he had ol>tained a sight of the 
lovely captive on board the ship. The Dee- 
wan answered in the afRrniative, and dis- 
missed his friend Buxoo, with particular in- 
junctions not to mention to any one the 
existence of the fair lady. " llemeniber, 
Buxoo," said he, " great shall be your re- 
ward if all succeeds ; therefore be secret, and 
as we are beforehand with every one, let us 
keep BO." The barber swore to develope 
the secret to no one, and intended most faith- 
fully to adhere to bis oath. Tlie caution of 
Moye-ed-din, however, came rathei too late. 
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for the tattling Buxoo had ahready informed 
his wife of his discovery, previous to his 
waiting upon die Deewan to trim his beard ; 
not anticipating any bad consequences there- 
from, he wisely was silent on the subject, 
when receiving the injunctions of secrecy 
from his master ; humbly bowing therefore, 
he took his leave. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



It will now be necessary to state, by what 
fortunate event Moye-ed-din had been enabled 
to obtain a sight of the fair lady on board 
the Arab ship. Having succeeded in gain- 
ing an introduction into the cabin, and free 
from the scrutinizing glances of old Kuzl- 
bashee, he felt considerably more at ease, 
and sufficiently collected to maintain the 
character he had assumed- Quickly open- 
ing his box, therefore, he overpowered the 
Captain with his oSers and reconimenda- 
titHis of this scent and that perfume, speak- 
ing with a volubility which astonished the 
ooble Captain, who, however, comprehended 
not a syllable of what he heard i for althougli 
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Ifore-ed-dm was an exoeOeBt Anfaic sdiolar, 
he was too cncdmspect to make use of Aat 
language. The Captain, puzzled to dis- 
oorer which were die best pafumes, took 
wtwenl botdes into the adjoining cabin, to 
oonsolt with die Cur captire, iBaring Moy- 
ed-din in amntemipted possession of the 
great cabin. Anxiously he sov^t out and 
discovered the fiicndlv dink in the partition 
described by the baifa», and there gratified 
his seises by bdiolding a being fiir mc^e ex-^ 
qnisitely beautiful than he couhl have ima- 
gined the earth to be possessed of. ^ She 
must be in the Nuwab*s Zenana,^ said he 
to himself, ^^ and that befcnre another day is 
parsed : and then shall the star of Moye-ed- 
din's grandeur once more emerge from the 
cloud by which it has so long been en- 
shrouded.^' 
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The preteoded attar, imitating the saga- 
cious barljer, took tare to resume his place 
in the centre of the cabin, long ere the Cap- 
tain returned to him ; and liaving concluded 
his bargains, was allowed to depart wl)ene« 
he came. His chagrin at beholding old 
Kuzl-bashee on (be deck has been already 
described, but he was little aware to what 
perplfflcities he was doomed by his simple 
endeavours to avoid him. When the barber 
had retired from the presence of Moye-ed- 
din, the delighted ex-minister rubbed his 
hands in an extasy of delight, called for his 
hookah, and after each puff of smoke from 
his mouth, a fresh plan seemed to enter into 
his head, and his chillum* was expended ere 
he could determine on one through which he 
might ensure success. At last said he to 
* Small cup in which the tobacco is placed. 
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himself, " I will invite the Arab Captain to 
dinner ; he is a stranger, and knows not of 
jny disgrace, and will gladly accept the in- 
vitation of the Deewan: over our hookahs 
we will become friends, and I shall then find 
out whether the beautiful creature I have 
just beheld is his wife, his mistress, or his 
slave : if the latter, she is mine ; and thus is 
the first stone in the path of glory securely 
laid.^ So saying, he penned a polite invita- 
tion to the Arab Captain, whose ship he 
perceived was slowly approaching the an- 
chorage. The letter was despatched by a 
trusty messenger, with orders to deliver it 
into the hands of the Captain himself. 

Having given the necessary orders for 
dinner, Moye-ed-din took his station at the 
window overlooking the river, in order that 
he might watch the progress of his mes- 
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«enger. He saw the anchor of the slijp fall 

and the sails furled, and he saw his Hircarrah 

arrive along-side, and go on board her ; bill 

what he most wished not to have seen that 

^ did he behold, namely the Cotwall's dobash* 

and his trea.siircr. Just Jeaving the vessel, and 

making their salaam to the Arab Captain . 

what could be the meaning of this ? Probably 

I it was a visit of an olHcial nature, to see if 

I the ship^s crew were free from disease ; or to 

[ report on the number of slaves, and nature 

I of the cargo ; all particulars, of which he 

I knew it to be the Cotwall's duty to inquire 

Linto. Endeavouring to satisfy himself that 

I '^e visit of the Cotwall's dohash, and trea^ 

, was one of a public nature, and no 

rays likely to interfere with his private con- 



he dis 



from his 
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pleasant apprehensions on the subject, es- 
pecially as he discerned the Arab Captain 
stepping into a boat, followed by his trusty 
messenger. They approached the palace, 
and would be with him sooner than he had 
imagined. So anxious had he been to ob- 
serve all that was going on in the river, that 
he had entirely forgotten to dress himself, 
and prepare for the reception of his guest ; 
hurrying, therefore, unto his AndeHin, he 
selected a very handsome pair of keem-c&.b 
trousers, a coat with a splendid kummer- 
bund, red turband, and magnificent shawl. 
In removing his dress he found he had, in 
his endeavours to avoid old Kuzl-bashee, 
broken a bottle of essence which he had 
slided into a side pocket ; and now, for the 
first time, began to be sensible how very 
powerful both his person and apartment 
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[:'SineIt of essence: indeed the wlmli; house 
impregnated with ihe oily fragrance. 
fiHe much feared lie should be taken for a 
I perfumer in good earnest. Scarcely had he 
K'jGnished dressing, when a servant announced 
fthe arrival of the Captain, whom Moye-ed- 
1 desired might be seated in the hall, and 
lat lie would soon join him. Suddenly he 
ecollected his stained beard, and proceeded 

i>ih nnd Hp«ti it in the Pvprvtalin.^ "f 

Kfince more beholding his own glossy black 
e. But what was his mortification on find- 
j that all his attempts to remove the stain 
■ ineffectual; the more he washed, and 
l«>aped, and rubbed, the stronger appeared 
I the abominable carroty hue of his beard. He 
K cursed the barber from the bottom of his 
KJieart, though the poor fellow was as ig- 
L norant as himself as to the consequences of 
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the application of the liquid he had pro* 

vided. What could he do? never was he 

•o perplexed before. His guest was waiting 

his appearance to welcome him to his palace ; 

longer delay was impossible ; he called for 

lime-juice, and salt, with which he once more 

commenced rubbing his beard, until both 

his arms ached with pain, and he himself 

brought into a profuse perspiration, but all 

to no purpose ; and he was forced to present 
himself before the Arab Captain, labouring 

under the apprehension that, with his car- 
roty beard, and strongly scented person and 
palace, he should certainly be recognized as 
the perfumer who visited the ship in the 
morning. 

These were not anticipations of the most 
pleasing kind to a man like Moye-ed-din, who, 
not being in full powers of his Deewanship, 
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was the more particularly anxious by his 
external appearance, to leave no room in the 
mind of his guest to imagine tiie contrarv- 
Having framed no reply if taxed hy the 
Captain with being do minister but a cheat- 
ing perfumer, he entered the hall, and po- 
litely welcomed his guest, who drew hack 
with ambiguous looks, and rather a haughty 
deportment : he had long had an oppor- 
tunity of smelling the perfumes, and now 
verily believed the vender himself stood 
before him, having thn assurance to assume 
the name and character of Deewan. Again 
he thought this could not be the case; but 
the magniiicence :iround him and the- per- 
fumed carroty beard before him, quite con- 
founded him ; fur, independent of the hair on 
the face, he could swear the features were 
those of the attar from whom he had pur- 
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chased a few bottles of essence in the morning: 
perhaps the Deewan's brother was a perfu- 
mer, and brothers are often very much alike ; 
yet it was not very likely there should be 
such a difference in their stations of life. 
These doubts and conjectures crowding so 
fast on the brain of the Arab, caused him to 
receive the repeated welcomes of Moye-ed-din 
with an awkwardness easily to be accounted 
for by his host, though he endeavoured to 
sustain the character of Deewan as if nothing 
had happened to discompose him. He threw 
his shawl in graceful folds around him, twist- 
ed his carroty mustachios, and commenced 
familiarly to discourse with his guest : — " I 
was apprehensive,^ said he, " that as a stran- 
ger, and a man of rank, you would not find 
a suitable lodging during your sojourn in 
this city, and as I make it a rule to pay 
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iMteiitiun to all Ktrangers, particularly those 
of your coiLiitrv, I beg you will consider ray 
palace as your home, as long as you remain 
here." The Captain thanked him politely, 
)w became certain he had entertained 
Unjust suBpicioiifi, for he remembered the 
>erfumer could not speak a word of Arabic, 
whereas the man before him expressed him- 
lelf in that language in the most perfect and 
■ easy manner ; nevertheless he could not lake 
■tlis eyes from the carroty beard of jM»r Moye- 
ll«d-dii), who thought himself bound to no- 
nice such a breach of good manners. — " Es- 
pouse me, my lord,'* said the Arab, " but I 
bhave this day seen a man, so exactly resem- 
vbling yourself in every respect, that, but for 
Bjrour politeness, and the magnificeni;e around 
le, I could have sworn you were the same 
— " Ah, indeed P said Moye-ed-deen, 
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^^ who could the person be? I am not aware 
of any one in the city so exactly resembling 
myself." — " Pardon me, my lord, but as I 
am by your language and manner fully con- 
vinced of my error, it is not necessary to 
mention the person who has certainly the 
hcMiour of bearing the exact counterpart of 
your lordship's countenance." 

No more was said on the subject, and dinner 
being announced, they withdrew to another 
apartment andpartook of a rich pilau,elegan^ 
ly dressed curry, soup, and a variety of sweet- 
meats and the most delicious fruits, after which^ 
water being brought in silver basins, sherbet 
and hookahs succeeded. The conversation now 
turned on the dangers of the sea, the state of 
commerce, and the court of Persia : " I never 
had so much difficulty in procuring a cargo,^ 
said the Captain ; ^^ indeed my profits, if any^ 



must arise from the sale of my slaves, for I 

find the market overstocked with every other 

commodity." 

" Have you many slaves uii board, noble 

Captain ?" 

" Why, not so many as I am usually pro- 
vided with." 

"By the bye, Captain, talking of slaves, 
I understand you have on board — " Here 
the conversatiim was interrupted by tiie ar- 
rival and entrance of the Nuwab's messen- 
pjer, who having thrice liowed to the ground, 
said, " His Highness Niiwab Jelal-ed-deen, 
may his splendour be dazzling, and bis pros- 
perity increase, requests the presence of his 
able and learned Dee\van, in two hours time, 
at the Mahmud-a-baugh palace." Moye- 
ed-din was utterly confounded and astonish- 
ed, but not -.vishirg (o betray bis confusion 
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returned in answer, that he should hold him- 
self in duty bound to prostrate himself at the 
appointed time before the illustrious Nuwab. 
The messenger then, having bowed as before, 
withdrew. The Arab now became fully con- 
vinced of his error, and was more respectful 
than ever to his gracious host. Moye-ed-din 
read plainly all that had been passing in his 
mind, and now with pleasure perceived the 
eflTect which the Nuwab's unlooked-for mes- 
sage had made. 

" I really cannot help laughing, my 
lord,'' said the Captain, who was smoking 
a second chillum, " at my stupidity on 
having first had the honour of seeing you 
to-day, for you may remember I took 
you for another person, who, now I think 
of it, and have had leisure to contem- 
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plate your noble countenance, was not a bit 
like you ; instead of an aquiline, be had a 
flat, broad, ugly nose, and was not near so 
tall as you arc, and unable to speak a word 
of Arabic. I really ought to make a thou- 
sand apologies for having so confounded 
ugliness and beauty." 

"Oh, you flatter me, Captain, but I told 
you I was not aware of any one so exactly 
resembling myself being in this city, and felt 
assured you would, ere we parted, discover 
your error : but I was about to say that I 
understand you have on board a female of 
exquisite beauty." 

" An angel, my lord, but how, may I ask, 
did you gain your information ?" 

are in power you know. 



" Why, 
Captain — " 
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" Ay, true, my lord, I crave your pardon, 
it is your duty to become acquainted with 
every particular.*" 

" You say wisely, Captain, it is our duty : 
but I wish, with your permission, to behold 
the fair one with mine own eyes.'*' 
Impossible ! ** 

Impossible, Captain ! why is she not for 
sale?'' 

" She was ; but is disposed of." 

*^ Disposed of, say you ; to whom .?'* 

" To the Cotwall." 

Here was a blow to the hopes of the Dee- 
wan ; his hookah-snake fell from his hands, 
and he sat like one stupified, whilst the Cap- 
tain puffed away, with uttei unconcern and 

i2idi£Perence. 

■f 

" Captain," said the Deewan, " the Cot- 
wall must not have her." 
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■' But the bargain is made, my lord." 

■' Theu it must be broken. How nuiih 
\ has he agreed to pay ?" 

■'Ten thousand rupees." — '* You shall 
\ h&ve twenty.'" 

" I must not break my word." — " Thirty." 

" An Arab's word, my lord." — " Forty." 

" She is yours." 

" So much for an Arab's word," thought 
. Moye-ed-din, at the same time extending 
[fais hand to the .iVrab, who gave it a cor- 
I dial shake. " I tell you the truth," said 
' Moye-ed-din, " the lady is for the Niiwab, 
not for myself; therefore you need n'»t fear 
the consequences of the Cot wall's resent- 
1 inent ; rest assured he will not trouble you 
[ iagain with a word on the subject. But as we 
I have an hour to spare, suffer me to accompany 
L j^ou on board your vessel, that I may be able 
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to give a good account to the Nuwab of 
the lady; and if she answers my expecta- 
tions, lose no time, but accompany me to the 
Mahnud-^ubaugh palace, where I will intro- 
duce you to the Nuwab, to whom I will pre- 
viously give so glowing an account of the 
beauties awaiting him, that he will treat you 
with respect, and close with you for the 
money." 

" Agreed," said the Captain ; " let us be 
oflF to the vessel." A boat being ordered to 
be in readiness, the Captain and the Deewan 
soon reached the ship, the latter having taken 
the precaution of muffling himself up in a 
coarse cloth to avoid discovery, and fortunate 
indeed was it that he did so, for, on nearing 
the ship, the Captain espied the Cotwall's 
treasurer standing on the gangway. *^ Curse 
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the fellow," lie cried, "lie is come to claim 
I his fair prize ; what is now to be done ? ' 

" Make some excuse, by all means," said 
' the anxious Moye-ed-din ; " say the lady ie 
' ack, and cannot be moved before to-morrow. 
In the mean6me, I will sail about the river, 
I apparently unconcerned in the affairs of the 
L diip: get rid of the Cotwall's fellows, and 
[ iheo hoist a small white flag on your larboard 
,jard-arm, as a signal for me to join you." 

This being agreed upon, the Captain as- 
cended the ship's side, wliilst Moye-ed-din 
. .pushed off his boat and disappeared. The 
[ Cfiptain received the Cotwall's people with 
I politeness, and courtesy, and the treasurer 
I informed him he had brought the money, and 
i instructed by his master to take charge 
:he lady. "Certainly," said the Captain; 
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** I will apprize her of your intentions ; " so 
sajing, he went below to the great cabin, and 
after a little time returned, saying, he really 
must beg a thousand apologies to the Cot- 
wall, but that the lady was so severely indis- 
posed, in consequence of having intemperately 
partaken of some fruit after her long voyage, 
that she had earnestly begged him to delay 
her going on shore until the following day. 
The treasurer had not a word to say to 
this plausible tale, but offered the ten thou- 
sand rupees, which, however, the Captain de- 
clined accepting, saying, it would be more 
convenient for him to receive it on the fol- 
lowing morning, upon delivering the fair one 
into the Cotwall^s own hands. The treasurer, 
therefore, departed, having fixed the hour for 
his return the next day. 

As soon as the Captain perceived the 
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treiisurer safely ashore, he hoisted the white 
f ^agi which the anxious Moye-ed-din per- 
ceiviag, tacked and made the ship ; he was 
received by his friend the Captain, who con- 
ducted him to the cabin, and having pre- 
viously apprized the lady of his rank, intnv 
[ duced him. If he was charmed with the 
I peep the chink had suffered him to take, how 
was he now enraptured by the full view of so 
much transcendent beauty ! He quickly per- 
ceived she was a Persian lady of rank, and 
in the language of her country informed her 
that his Highness the Nuwab, having heurd 
of her arrival, had purchased her from the 
Captain, for the purpose of placing her in 
his seraglio, where she would be considered 
the choicest flower, and hinted at the proba- 
bility of the Nuwab making her his lawfid 
wife. The fair captive, dejected, and uri- 
s 5 



82 THE ZENANA. 

happy, uttered not one word in rqply, but 
covered her face with her-hands, whilst tears 
were seen trickling through her taper fingers. 
The Arab Captain stood perfectly uncon* 
cemed, twisting his mustachios, and looking 
on his fair prize with somewhat less indiffe- 
rence than he would have done iqx>n a bale 
of cotton, or a bag of pepper. Moye-ed-din, 
being of a more compassionate disposition, 
endeavoured to sooth the fair mourner, and 
to reconcile her to her lot, by extolling the 
virtues of his master, his rank, his wealth, 
power, and amiable disposition ; but finding 
her still silent, took his leave, accompanied by 
the Captain. 

The time drawing near for the visit of 
the Nuwab, they stayed no longer on board 
the vessel than was necessary, and row- 
ing quickly, reached the minister's palace. 
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where he prepared for his first visit to the 
Nuwab. Palanquins were in readiness, and 
Mojie-ed-din was about to proceed, when he re- 
collected his strangely metamorphosed beard ; 
how mortifying was it to be compelled to 
appear thus disfigured in the presence of the 
Nuwab, What was to be done ? One half 
hour's delay might be the means of liis not 
seeing his master, and the golden opportunity 
neglected, might irrevocably ruin all his liope» 
of re-in statement in his good graces. He de- 
termined, therefore, to proceed by the road 
in which was situated the barber's shop, in 
the hope that fiuxoo, having turned his hair 
red, might be acquainted with the means of 
turning it black again. 

Accompanied by the Captain, he set off 
for the Mahmud-a-baugh palace, directing 
his bearers to stop at Buxoo's shop. Tlie 
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bearers accordingly halted at the well-known 
shaving place, and the Deewan, apologizing 
to the Captain, assured him he would be 
with him in a few moments, and alighted 
from his palanquin. The Deewan in a 
low voice, informed him of the effects of 
his cursed dye, and demanded forthwith 
his own black beard again. The barber 
was really concerned at the unfortunate 
consequences, particularly when he under- 
stood his master was about to make his first 
visit to the Nuwab. " If you will spare a 
moment, my lord, and condescend to enter 
my shop, I think I may be able to put all 
right again. The Deewan followed, and 
submitted to the operations of the barber, 
who applied a black mixture, which soon re- 
instated the minister's beard to all its former 
beauty. Pleased beyond measure, he re- 
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warded the barber, and joined his companion, 
to whom he made many apologies, taking 
care to muffle up his head, to prevent his 
observing the sudden change of beard ; in- 
tending, however, to explain the whole affair, 
if necessary, as soon as the Persian lady 
should be safely lodged in the Nuwab's Ze- 



Whilst these personages are proceeding 
towards the palace in the country, we shall 
take the opportunity of accounting for the 
Cotwall's solicitude concerning tlie fair cap- 
tive on board the Arab ship. 
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CHAPTER V. 



It has been before stated, that the barber, 
on his return from the Arab ship early in the 
morning, and previous to his waiting on the 
Deewan, mentioned to his wife having beheld 
the most beautiful creature the earth had 
ever contained ; but not having commanded 
her to keep the circumstance a secret, she 

conceived there could be no harm in relating 
it to a neighbour, should an opportunity 
present itself. When Buxoo left her to pro- 
ceed to the Deewan's palace, she employed 
herself in her household duties, and on look- 
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^ over some clothes which had been laid 

[ i^ for some time, considered if these were 

dyed and dressed they would become very 

I, •en-iceable; and havinga small sum of money 

I in hand, determined forthwith to proceed to 

L the dyer's, and accordingly entered old Kuzl- 

L bashee's shop, where she saw him up to his 

arm-pits in indigo, apparently employed in 

j some very profitable business. 

"Salaam, Kuzlbashee," said the barber's 
I wife. 

" Bless you, neighbour," replied the dyer. 

" I have brought a few cloths to be dyed, 

Loeigbbour; when will you let me have them .'"' 

" Why truly," said the dyer, " I have now 

[ CO much work in hand that I cannot promise 

[ to get them ready before ten days hence." 

" Ten days !" exclaimed the barber's wife; 

* Lord knows what may happen before that 

time ; I may be dead." 
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" Beauty must perish, you know, neigh- 
bour,'' said the dyer ; " but let us hope 
yours will bless our eyes yet a little longer.'" 

^^ Psha ! old Kuzl-bashee ; don't talk non- 
sense : my beauty, indeed ! if you want to 
bless your eyes with beauty, go on board the 
Arab ship just arrived, there, indeed, is an 
houri from Paradise." 

" What say you, a beauty on board the 
Arab ship? How came you to be so well 
informed ?" 

** Oh ! my husband, long ere you were 
awake, dressed the Captain's beard, and 
peeped at the lady ; his brain is turned by 
her beauty." 

" My good woman, don't believe him, I 
have seen her myself, it is all his exaggera- 
tion ; beauty, indeed ! why she is no more 
than four feet high, with an African nose, 
and one of her teeth is broken." 



" Well, Kuzl-bashee, I thought as much; 
my husband is terribly given to the mar- 
I vellous, and thinks every new face a paragon 
I of beauty." 

"Ah! well, womaii; rest assured she is 
beauty, go home, and I will get your 
• things dyed in a week's time, if possible ; 
I Balaam. 

The woman took her departure ; and on 
■tier way, gossiped with many a friend, taking 

■ eare not to mention a syllable about the 
I' lady on board the Arab ship, not conceiving 
I the arrival of an ugly woman to be news of 
I any importance whatever. This was exactly 

i the dyer desired it should be, and for 
I this very purpose, to stop her babbling, he 

■ invented the story of the African nose and 
n tooth, and as soon as she had turned 

aer back, put on his coat, and repaired to 
l.the Cotwall, with whom he had been great 
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friends ever since his dispute with the 
butcher. The Cotwall readily admitted the 
dyer, who was on the same footing, and 
played the same part in his house, as the 
barber did in that of the minister, if we 
except the shaving, et cetera. In a word, 
he had become the newsmonger, and tale- 
bearer in general to the Cotwall, and was 
therefore always sure of admittance, at what- 
ever hour he called. " Well, EuzUbashee,^ 
said the police magistrate ; " what news to- 
day? Something of importance, I warrant, by 
your smiles and early appearance.'' 

" Give me your ear, my lord," said the 
dyer, " such a beauty has this day arrived, 
that has dazzled the eyes of the very few 
who have seen her: such a figure, such a 
nose, and oh ! such teeth — nature never be- 
fore, or can hereafter mould. Young, beau- 
tiful, animated, fair, elegant, and graceful, 
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Bparadise alone could have given birth to 



' Have you seen her yourself, Kuzl- 
laheef" 
* No, my lord, I have not been so fortu- 
I was but this minute iDformed of the 
rcum stance," 

" Who was your informer P" 
■' The barber, my lord, Buxoo himself, 
tho dressed the beards of the crew, and 
■ jpeeped nt the lady." 

, Kuzl-bashee, on board directly, 
Piake with you your cloths for sale to the 
iulors ; one of my confidential servants shall 
liiccompany you, aa your assistant in your 
P^vde, and aa soon as he has contrived to get 
K sight of this houri, send him back tome." 
a saying he called aloud, " Ho ! there, who 
An attendant appearing, the Cot- 
wall desired liim to send Sheik Ibrahim to 
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him without delay. He soon made his ap- 
pearance, and the Cotwall having explained 
to him the part he was to act, despatched 
him, in company with the dyer, on board the 
vessel, which they soon reached ; but, not- 
withstanding all their cunning, failed in ob- 
taining the wished-for bird's-eye view of the 
fair captive. It was one of Sheik Ibrahim's 
rules, never, if possible, to return to his em- 
ployer with reports of a failure in his mis- 
sions; consequently he whispered his inten- 
tions of proceeding to the Cotwall, to assure 
him the report of the lady's beauty was by 
no means exaggerated. Kuzl-bashee ap- 
proving the plan, favoured it by ordering 
his companion to go on shore, and fetch 
some more cloths, that the Arabs might 
have a greater number to select from. Off 
went Sheik Ibrahim, and found the Cotwall 
anxiously expecting him. 
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" Well, Sheik Ibrahim, is it all true ?" 
" More thao true, by Allah : she is indeed 
divinely beautiful !" 

" Fine eyes ?" — " Transcend en tly so !" 
" Fair complexion ?" — ■" Alaha&ter !" 
" Figure?" — "Graceful beyond roncep- 
I tion !" 

" Sheik Ibrahim, we must negociate for 
I this lady ; send hither my treasurer and 
I dobash : avay, lose not a moment." 

Whilst all this was passing at the Cotwair^ 
house, old Kuzl-basliee was making his bar- 
gains with the Arab sailors, until his atten- 
tion was withdrawn by the smell of the per- 
fumer, as has been already related, together 
with his attempt to accompany the barber, 
and his companion, on their return to the city. 
It is now necessary to make the 
reader further acquainted with the plans 
and intentions of Noor Mahommed Cotwall. 
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This able magistrate, having obtained the 
Nuwab'*s favour, was assiduous beyond mea- 
sure in endeavouring to secure it ; and for 
this purpose, knowing the only successful 
road towards his good graces was by adding 
a fresh beauty to his harara, he had night 
and day strove to find one worthy his ac- 
ceptance. Upon this duty old Sheik Ibra^ 
him had been often employed, and no sooner 
had a report of a beauty reached the Cot- 
walPs. ears, than he despatched this able 
scout to bring him a faithful account of 
the truth, or otherwise of the rumour. How 
faithfully he performed his duty we have 
already had a specimen. Never did he say 
that he had failed in his embassy ; no, he 
would rather entertain his master with a 
long history of the perils and difficulties he 
had encountered, and the artifices he had 
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practised, in order to get a sight of the par- 
ticular lady, on whose charms he was to be 
the reporter. In fact. Sheik Ibrnhini, al- 
though he possessed the talent of convincing 
his master he was a clever fellow, and the 
most likely man to succeed in his business, 
was of all others the most unfit for the duty . 
required of him; and in nine cases out of 
ten, his embassies were unsuccessful. In 
Buch cases he would, after magnifying the 
dangers by which he had been surroonded, 
end his history by a woful catalogue of 
defects in the lady's person. The Cotwall, 
never dreaming but that the old fellow had 
really seen the lady, of whose defects he 
appeared to give so minute a detail, invari- 
ably rewarded him. Such deceit he could 
successfully practise when employed at a 
distance, but in the present instance, the 
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friends ever since his dispute with ihe 
butcher. Tlie Cotwall readily admitted the 
dyer, who was on the same footing, and 
played the same part in his house, as the 
barber did in that of the miniBter, if we 
except the shaving, et cetera. In a word, 
he had become the newsmonger, and tale- 
bearer in general to the Cotwall, and was 
therefore always sure of admittance, at what- 
ever hour he called. "Well, Kuzl-bashee,*" 
said the police magistrate ; " what news to- 
day? Something of importance, I warrant, by 
your smiles and early appearance." 

" Give me your ear, my lord," said the 
dyer, " such a beauty has this day arrived, 
that has dazzled the eyes of the very few 
who have seen her: such a figure, such a 
nose, and oh ! such teeth— nature never i>e- 
fore, or can hereafter mould. Young, beau- 
tiful, animated, fair, elegant, and graceful, 
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Paradise alone could have given birth to 
her.'' 

" Have you seen her yourself, Euzl- 
bashee ?*" 

" No, my lord, I have not been so fortu- 
nate ; I was but this minute informed of the 
circumstance.*' 

" Who was your informer ?'* 

" The barber, my lord, Buxoo himself, 
who dressed the beards of the crew, and 
peeped at the lady." 

^^ Go, Kuzl-bashee, on board directly, 
take with you your cloths for sale to the 
sailors ; one of my confidential servants shall 
accompany you, as your assistant in your 
trade, and as soon as be has contrived to get 
a sight of this houri, send him back to me.'' 
So saying he called aloud, " Ho ! there, who 
waits?" An a/ttendant appearing, the Cot- 
wall desired him to send Sheik Ibrahim to 
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him without delay. He soon made his ap- 
pearance, and the Cotwall having explained 
to him the part he was to at:t, despatched 
him, in company with the dyer, on board the 
vessel, which they soon reached ; but, not- 
withstanding all their cunning, failed in ob- 
taining the wislied-for bird's-eye view of the 
fair captive. It was one of Sheik Ibrahim's 
rules, never, if possible, to return to his em- 
ployer with reports of a failure in his mis- 
sions; consequently he whispered his inten- 
tions of proceeding to the Cotwall, to assure 
him the report of the lady'a beauty was by 
no means exaggerated. Kuzl-bashee a p. 
proving the plan, favoured it by ordering 
his companion to go on shore, and fetch 
some more cloths, that the Arabs might 
have a greater number to select from. Off 
went Sheik Ibrahim, and found the Cotwall 
anxiously expecting him. 
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« Well, Sheik Ibrahim, is it all true ?"* 
^* More than true, by Allah : die is indeed 
divinely beautiful !'** 

" Fine eyes ?" — " Transcendently so !" 
" Fair complexion ?*" — " Alabaster !" 
" Figure ?^ — ** Graceful beyond concep- 
tion !" 

^^ Sheik Ibrahim, we must negociate for 
this lady; send hither my treasurer and 
dobash ; away, lose not a moment." 

Whilst all this was passing at the CotwalPs 
house, old Kuzl-bashee was making his bar- 
gains with the Arab sailors, until his atten- 
tion was withdrawn by the smell of the per- 
fumer, as has been already related, together 
with his attempt to accompany the barber, 
and his companion, on their return to the city. 
It is now necessary to make the 
reader further acquainted with the plans 
and intentions of Noor Mahommed Cotwall. 
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This able magistrate, having obtained tlic 
Nuwab's favour, was assiduous beyond mea- 
sure in endeavouring to secure it ; and for 
this purpose, knowing the only successful 
road towards his good graces was by adding 
a fresh beauty to his haram, he had night 
and day strove to find one worthy his ac- 
ceptance. Upon this duty old Sheik Ibra- 
him had been often employed, and no sooner 
had a report of a beauty reaehed the Cot- 
wall's ears, than he despatched this able 
scout to bring him a faithful account of 
the truth, or otherwise of the rumour. How 
faithfully he performed his duty we have 
already had a specimen. Never did he say 
that he had failed in his embassy ; no, he 
would rather entertain his master with a 
long history of the perils and difficulties he 
had encountered, and the artifices he had 



A 



THE ZENANA. 95 

practised, in order to get a sight of the par- 
ticular lady, on whose diarms he was to be 
the reporter. In fact. Sheik Ibrahim, al- 
though he possessed the talent of convincing 
his master he was a clever fellow, and the 
most likely man to succeed in his business, 
was of all others the most unfit for the duty x 
required of him ; and in nine cases out of 
ten, his embassies were unsuccessful^ In 
such cases he would, after magnifying the 
dangers by which he had been surrounded, 
end his history by a woful catalogue of 
defects in the lady*s person. The Cot wall, 
never dreaming but that the old fellow had 
really seen the lady, of whose defects he 
appeared to give so minute a detail,, invari- 
ably rewarded him. Such deceit he could 
successfully practise when employed at a 
distance, but in the present instance, the 
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lady in question was within a stone's throw 
of liis niasttr'a house ; he dared not there- 
fore now deceive hitn, lest the Cotwall 
himself, by any accident, should obtniii 
a sight of the female, or hear reports from 
all quarters of her transcendent beauty. 
Trusting, therefore, to the word of the dyer, 
wlio said he had heard the report from the 
barber himself. Sheik Ibrahim ventured to 
confirm the statement, with all the epithets he 
had ever heard applied to beauty. In con- 
liequencc, the Cotwall directed his treasur- 
er to treat with the Arab Captain; who 
consented to sell the lady for ten thou- 
sand rupees, which the Cotwall agreed to, 
knowing the Nuwab woiUd repay him with 
interest. Noor Mahommed was the more 
anxious to furnisli the Nuwab with an ac- 
complished beauty, because he well knew his 
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vawmy, the Deewan, was engaged in the eame 
llionourable employment : which of these tiro 
I ■worthies bears off the prize will soon be 
f known, Euzl-basliee not having been able 
I lo fathom the mystery of the strange per- 
I fumer, returned, and wisely held his tongue 
MJfa the subject. 

We must now turn our attention to the 
L Mahmud-o-baugh palace, in the gardens of 
I which the Nu v.;!!) was expecting the arrival 
I of the fallen Deewan ; and as, doubtless, 
I the reader is somewhat curious to learn to 
i vhat fortunate chance the hitherto neglected 
[ Moye-ed-din was indebted for this sudden 
I summons into the presence of his master, 
we shall go back to the time when the de- 
lighted minister desired his servant to pre- 
pare a sumptuous dinner, as he expected a 
friend to partake of it. The servant entered 
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the presence with a low bow^ but on looking 
up, how great was his surprize at bieholding 
his master with an . unseemly carroty beard, 
instead of the long and glossy black one 
with which his chin was wont to be adbm^ ; 
this, together with the unpleasant and too 
powerful smell of perfumes, could not fail 
setting his tongue loose as soon as he had 
retired from the apartment r he had already 
acquainted two of. his fellow servants with 
the strange- metamorphose, when he was 
again quickly summoned to the anderun, 
or private apartments, where he was desired 
to bring lime-juice, and salt; Curious to find 
out for what purpose these, articles were 
required, he peeped through the half-closed 
door, and there beheld his master, lashing, 
soaping, and salting his beard, until ex- 
hausted by fatigue, he sunk on a couch, and 
vanished from the servant's sight. 
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Ahmed Kban, so was the servant named, 
soon joined his companions, and very se- 
riously informed them their master was 
mad; and when he related all he had seen, 
every one was of the same opinion. It hap- 
pened that Ahmed Khan's mother command- 
ed a company of females in the Nuwab'e Ze- 
nana, and as egress was allowed these faith- 
ful matrons, she frequently visited her son 
Ahmed Khan at ttie Deewan's palace: she 
this day appeared, and with real concern, 
heard the dreadful news of the derangement 
of poor Moye-ed-din's intellects. On her 
return to the Zenana, she spread the news, 
by which means it reached the ears of the 
Nuwab liimself. " Poor Moye-ed-din !" said 
he, " I have been too harsh with you, my 
neglect hath, 1 fear, turned thee mad. Yet 
I will not allow this, if thou art not already 

F a 
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too far gone. Unhappy, erring man I I will 
this day see thee, and sooth thy sorrows.^ 
Independent of this benevolent inclination, 
the Nuwab was most curious to see the 
carroty beard with which his insanity had 
prompted him to adorn himself. A mes- 
senger was accordingly despatched to the 
Deewan, whose duty we have seen faithfully 
performed. 

It was in the evening that the ex-minister 
was announced to the Nuwab. The sun had 
not yet retired to its western hemisphere, 
and the mighty delegate was smoking his 
hookah in a spacious verandah, overlooking 
the garden. Moye-ed-din having entered the 
presence, fell on his face, and kissing the 
hem of his mastery's garment, arose ; when, to 
the disappointment of the Nuwab, he beheld 
not the carroty beard he had been led to 
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expect, but a fioe black one 
had seen dx months before, 
whole Etorr was a trick to work upon hh 
feelings, he rather repented having sum- 
tnoned Moye-ed-din to his presence. The 
extreme humility, howercr, of his minister, 
prevailed, and the Ntiwah entered into con- 
versation with him, animadverting rather siv 
verelv on the cause of his misfortunes ; and 
though Moye-ed-din heard not one word by 
which he could dare to construe any iiiten- 
• tion erf reinstatement in his former office, 
yet he imagined he jierceived a favourable 
moment to inform the Nuwab of the great 
beauty lately arrived, and requested per- 
mission to mention a circumstance of im- 
portance. The Nuwab postponed the liear- 



, as the sun had set, and it was 



pro- 



per they should recite their prayers and 
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go through their ablutions. Water being 
brought, the Nuwab and Moye-ed-din sitting 
opposite each other, commenced praying; and 
washing. Moye-ed-din, with closed eyes 
muttered over his prayers with great earr 
nestness, but was aroused from his composed 
state of mind by hearing the Nuwab set up 
a loud and hearty laugh, which greatly 
amazed him ; but casting his eyes on his own 
beard, all surprize vanished, for there once 
more appeared his abominable carroty hair, 
whilst the water in which he had washed, 
was as black as ink. His chagrin was 
so great as to deprive him of utterance, and 
he sat, the picture of disappointment and 
vexation ; the Nuwab, nearly bursting his 
sides with laughter, crying out, " It is true, 
it is true ! Oh Moye-ed-din, Moye-ed-din ! 
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why have you done this ? what conk! induce 
you to spoil so grand a htcaA ?" 

'■' Patience, your highness, aod 1 will tell 
you all ; my beard is connected with the cir- 
cumstance I was about to mention previous 
to commeucing our ablutions; with permis- 
sion I will now relate the same." Tlie Nuwab 
giving a nod of assent, MuTe-ed-din fiuth- 
fully related all the events of that day, and 
the Nuwab laughed heartily at the inge- 
nuity of the barber, by the application of his 
different dyes; He was particularly pleased 
with the exertions of the Deewan for his 
interest, and desired the C'aptain might l>e 

1 introduced to hira. 

Tie Arab, being ushered into the presence 

f of the Nuwab, made the usual obeisance, and 
the business was quickly entered into, and the 
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bargain made. The Deewan recommended 
the state barge should instantly be despatched 
to the ship, for the purpose of bringing the 
fair captive to the city palace, saying, " For, 
your highness, notwithstanding my exertions 
for you, my lord and .master, the Cotwall has 
presumed to thwart me, and attempted to 
secure the lady for himself.'' 

The Arab oaptain confirming this asser- 
tion, the Nuwab was highly incensed against 
the Cotwall, and determined to evince his 
displeasure on the first opportunity. 

The order on the treasury being drawn out 
for the price of the Persian lady, the Captain, 
and his friend the Deewan, took their depar- 
ture ; and when fairly out of the palace, the 
former could not help saying, ^^ In the name 
of wonder, ihy lord, what sort of beard is 
yours ? it seems to me to change colour every 
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hour of the day: it is first red, tlieii black, 
then red again." 

The Deewan now enjoyed a hearty laugh, 
the first he had indulged in for six months; 
and, in a few words, related the adventures 
of the day. 

" Then you were the perfumer, after all," 
Baid the Captain; " I thought I could not 
I be mistaken.^ 

" Oh, but you know. Captain, where was 
the similitude? The height, the broad flat 
nose, eh. Captain ?'" 

" Why, truly, my lord, I really was puz- 
' sled how to conduct myself ; my sense of 
[ duty, and my sense of perception, warred 
I BO violently in my bosom. I felt assured 
I the perfumer was you ; but could not re- 
concile it to myselfj how you could be the 

F 5 
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perfumer> being indisputably the Deewan of 
his highness the Nuwab."" 

Moye^-^lin determined, on his return, to 
call at the barber's, and abuse him for the se- 
cond trick he had played him, and gave or- 
ders accordingly. As soon as the bearerd 
halted before the shaving shop, the obse^ 
quious Buxoo made his appearance ; when, 
beholding the red beard of his master, he 
exclaimed, ^^ Allah be praised ! is it pos- 
dWe r 

^* Yes, it is possible ; and it is also proba- 
ble that you vill get the bastinado to-mor- 
row. How dare you thus impose upon me 
with your jet black dye? which, the moment 
it was touched with water — '^ 

" 'With water !" exclaimed the terrified 
Buxoo; " oh, that is a very different thing: 
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my black dye won't stand water. How could 
I imagine yon would use water on a visil 
pf cer^iony ? Water, my lord ! no, no, my 
black dye won't stand water." 

" I heartily wish your red dye would not 
stand water, — for, by Mahommwi ! I have 
been at it, with both hot and cold water, 
soap, salt, and lime juice, for a full hour ; 
and here it is just in the same state. But, 
hark je, my friend, you must rectify your 
mistake ; or, by Allah ! it would have been 
better for you never to have touched a hair 
of my head." 

The barber was convinced, from the au- 
thoritative tone of his master, he had become 
reinstated in the Nuwab's good graces ; and 
therefore promised, before morning, to find 

t some drug which would remove the stain. 
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SO intolerable to behold. This memorable 
day closed with bringing the fair Persian to 
the palace of the Nuwab, and she was duly 
admitted into the Zenana. 



CHAPTER VI. 



The barber failed not to appear on tlie fol- 
lowing morning before his master, theDeewan, 
bringing with him soine liquid in a small phial, 
which he quickly applied to the unfortunate 
carroty beard, assuring his noble employer 
that a daily application for a week would 
entirely remove the filthy red, and cause the 
beard to appear in all its pristine beauty. 
Moye-ed-din, impatient to a degree, imagin- 
ing one application would have the desired 
effect, received the barber's redpe with an 
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angry growl of disappointment. Buxoo be- 
ing fully prepared for the clouded brow of his 
master, had previously planned an antidote, 
and took the earliest opportunity of congra- 
tulating the Deewan on his success in his 
plans, concluding with representing the Cot- 
walPs anger, mortification, and distress, in 
such colours as he knew would greatly delight 
his hearer. » 

** Oh, my lord !^ ' said he, " the distresses 
you have suflfered regarding your beard, are 
nothing compared to wfeat the Gotwall has 
Undergone with his. Would you believe it? 
so great was his rage, that he has actually 
plucked his beard out by the roots, and is 
now obliged to feign sickness until it grows 
again, so that after all a red beard' is better 
than none at fdl;" ' 

The Deewan could not help enjoying a 
hearty laugh at the CotwalPs distress, at- 
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tributable to his (the Deewan's) superior 
skill and adroitness. 

" Well, Buxoo,'" said he, " we made a good 
job of it ; and as I am indebted to you for 
the first information on the subject, I must 
even pardon you for the mistakes you have 
made in your abominable dyes, hoping, in a 
few days, to see no more red hairs on mj 
chin ; but will the Cotwall's beard ever grow 
again, think you ?" 

" Not for a length of time, my lord ; and 
at present the effect of his violence un his 
poor chin has so inflamed the Sesh, that his 
whole face is enveloped in a filthy poultice, 
BO that he can neither eat or drink." 

■' Excellent, Buxoo, excellent !" cried the 

' gratified Deewan ; enjoying another and mOre 

' hearty laugh than before. The barber took 

1b6 leave, having expressed bis anxiety for 

I the speedy renovation of his master's most 

aacred beard. 
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The Cotwall, in the mean time, though not 
so deeply chagrined, or so violently enraged as 
to destroy his beard, and lacerate his chin, was 
nevertheless, sorely vexed on the failure of his 
schemes ; and fancying all the city were ac- 
quainted with the affiur^ feigned sickness, and 
shut himself up in his anderun or private 
apartments. Buxoo knowing this, thought he 
might with safety invent the story of the torn 
beard and mangled face, rightly conjecturing 
such information would be best calculated 
to reconcile the Deewan to his own mis- 
fortune. 

The Nuwab was amazed at the beauty 
of the fair Persian, who, from her dazzling 
appearance, he called Mheitab.* The de- 
lection and melancholy, however, which was 
ever vinble on the countenance of this newly 
acquired ornament of the Haram,. greatly 

* Moonshine. 
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[.damped the delight of the Nuwab; who, 
I in the hope of its wearing df as she became 
reconciled to her situation, had never as yet 
I Tentured to intrude upon her privacy, and 
^when he did occasionally gratify his eyes 
kjby a sight of her, conducted himself in 
Lthe most respectful, and attentive manner. 
LMheitab hitherto had only suffered mono- 
■ syllables to escape her lips, maintaining a 
tmelancholy yet dignified reserve towards all 
twho came near ber. The Nuwab, unable 
P. to account for such persevering indifference 
■towards his attentions, summoned Moye- 
ped~din his Scewan. 

The description of the beauty of Mheitab 
khe fair Persian, was by no means exagge- 
rated by the barber, who had seen her, 
r by Sheik Ibrahim, who had not been so 
■ibrtunate. She vas tall, graceful, and eJe- 
I gant, apparently about seventeen years of 
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age, with the most delicately fair complexion^ 
tinged with the hue of the rose, the finest 
and most exquisitely shaped nose ; with 
sparkling black eyes, and a remarkably fine 
set of the whitest teeth. Possessed of all 
these rare and fascinating beauties^ it was 
certainly most mortifying to her possessor 
to discover she would make no use of her 
tongue. 

On the arrival of the man who had pro- 
vided him with this taciturn beauty, the 
Nuwab thus addressed him ; " Why, Moye- 
ed-din, your beauty wonH speak !^ 

*' Your Highness,'' replied Moye-ed-din, 
^* is pleased to be facetious regarding my 
beauty : I confess that scoundrel of a barber 
has ruined it, I fear beyond redemption; 
but as he has not deprived me of my speech, 
> I was about to inquire after your highness's 
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health, when you were pleased to remind 
me of my unfortunate beard." 

" Ha, ha ! Moye-ed-din, you will kill me 
with lnughter !" said the Nuwab, unable for 
some time to compose his risible faculties ; 
" I see your beard is not restored to its 
wonted beauty, but, Allah be praised 1 you 
can yet speak, and would that were the 
case with all under my roof. I called you, 
not to find fault with ijour beauty, but with 
the beautiful Persian lady for whom I paid 
so vast a sum: she won't speak a word to 
any one, and this is most provoking, as I 
intend to make her my wife." 

" My surprize," said the Deewan, " is so 
great, that I am really puzzled to find words 
to express it : is it possible the magnificence 
of your palace, the attentions of all around 
her, and above all, the honour intended 
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sliould fail to dispel her melancholy oi 
lagcher grief?" 
'■ I was never informed," said the Nii- 
wab ; " of her melancholy and grief : — that 
is twenty thousand rupees off her price, 

" True, your highness, I did not mention 
the state in which I found lier on board the 
ship, feeling convinced, when she was once 
placed in your Zenana, ail remembrance of 
her sorrow would vanish, like dew Iwfore the 
sun i but has your highness actually con- 
descended to make her the offer of your 
hand ?" 

" I have not," replied the Nuwab. 
" Then, if your slave may advise, do so 
without delay — such an honour might let 
loose the tongues of all the houris in Pa- 
radise." 

*'Il shall be so, Moye-ed-din; appear to- 
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I morrow at this lime, and you shall hear the 
lit- But, Moye-ed-din, I have not seen 
[ you at Durbar ; how is this r" 

I waited your highness's comnmncls on 
the subject/'' 

" Attend, then," said the Nuwab ; " and 
I confiDe your attention to politics and reve- 
r nue concerns: leave justice in my hands. 
You may retire." 

Moyp-ed-tlin, glad enough to get into the 
Durbar once more, on any terms, bowed most 
respectfully, and wilhdrew. In the mean 
time, Jelal-ed-deen visited the fair Persian, 
and formally made her an oifer of his hand, 
upon which the tongue of the distressed 
lady, as Moye-ed-din had imagined, became 
loosened, and she thus replied : — 

" So distinguished an honour, my lord, 
cannot be heard in silence ; it would he un- 
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grateful, even in a princess, to be dumb with 
so noble a suitor at her feet, and for me, there- 
fore, your slave, it would be the height of 
insolence and contempt. Believe me, your 
highness, I am not the mistress of my own 
fate ; I cannot, were I ever so willing, give 
you an answer at present ; — it depends upon 
the stars of Heaven when I shall be per- 
mitted to accept, or refuse your noble offer. 
But that you may know when to expect my 
reply, summon your astrologers and learned 
men to your anderun, and suffer me, from 
behind the lattice, to put to them several 
questions ; and the time for my reply to 
your present offer must depend upon their 
answers.'' 

The Nuwab, amazed at the delicious 
harmony of her voice, together with the 
fluency of her iq)eech, sat for some time 
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unable to utter a wortl. He fell he wus in 
the presence of a woman far superior to ali 
I he had ever beheld : her mysterious applica- 
I ^on for the astrologers both astonished and 
I tfarmcd him, for he considered the proba- 
I'Ulity of their answers being unfavourable to 
l^im. After some lime, however, he granted 
[ her request, and appointed the following day 
I for the assembly of the learned men. Hav- 
[ Ing obtained her wishes, the fair lady again 
I -At wrapt in a silence and meditation, which 
I baffled all attempts at interruption. The 
I Wuwab, therefore, withdrew, to ponder on 
I 4he conduct of the strange being in his pos- 
|«ession. 

On the following morning, Moye-ed-din 
Appeared at the Durbar, notwithstanding his 
I jparti-coloured beard ; for poor Buxoo, al- 
I though he had practised all his ingenuity, 
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and bestowed more pains and trouble on it, 
than he had ever done to any beard before in 
his life, still was unable to bring his work 
to perfection, and was at last compelled to 
administer the remedy of patience to his 
noble master, advising him to wait for a 
fresh crop of hair, which must, of course, be 
black and glossy. Moye-ed-din, seeing no 
chance of success by any other meaas, wisely 
determined to bestow no more trouble or 
thought on the business, and thus, appa- 
rently unconcerned, stalked into the Durbar. 
The Nuwab was thoughtful and dejected 
the whole time, and after the hour of twelve, 
when the court broke up, beckoned Moye- 
ed-din into his anderun, to the surprise of all 
present, who exclaimed, " He is indeed once 
more in high favour !" Moye-ed-din was soon 
informed of the request of the fair Persian 
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to have all the learned men ia the city as- 
sembled before her ; and the only difRtulty he 
_ saw, was (though he did not express it,) the 
.Tery few wise men the eity contained. Un- 
.der the government of the former Nuwab, 
there were astrologers, geometricians, archi- 
'tects, and able mathematicians ; but now, 
H. their places were supplied by pretended 

magicians, poltroons, and panders. 
1. " Summon before us all our astronomers 
and learned men," said the >fuwab. 

" All shall appear," replied the obedient 
Deewan, and he retired to execute his com- 
I mands. Alas .' he knew but of one who had 
''.any pretension to skill in astronomy, and the 
[production of him even might be attended 
with unpleasant, if not dangerous conse- 
l-.quences, lest the Persian lady should prove 
I the better astronomer of the two. 
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Moye-ed-din was greatly perplexed in this 
business: would the Nuwab believe his whole 
city contained but one astronomer^ and that 
one a Brahmin ? Would he credit the fact, 
that of all the learned Mahomedans, fw 
which the city had been celebrated under 
his father's government, not one remained ? 
In fact, the Deewan durst not produce his 
single wise man, lest the Nuwab might con- 
Ader his soUtary appearance a reproach to 
himself, for his neglect of literatiu^e and sci- 
ence ; oh the other hand, although it would 
be an easy matter to deceive his master 
by the introduction of a band of long- 
bearded ignoramuses, yet he feared the fair 
Persian would not so readily be imposed 
upon, and he should then inevitably incur 
the wrath of him whom it was at this time 
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his particular wish to please. The Deewan 
succeeded iu obtaining two days' time to 
assemble the learned men, determining, in hif | 
own mind, not to be idle in the interim. 
" Could I," thought be, "but divine what 
questions would be put to the astroiogera, 
or what answers would be best calculated to 
ensure my master speedy possession of the 
fair interrogator, a bribe might so effectually 
jostle all the stars together, and so disar- 
range the heavenly order of the planets, as 
1^ terminate this affair to his entire satisfac- 
[tkn ;" but as the object of the lady was in- 
solved in obscurity, it was impossible for 
Ifloye-ed-din to bespeak an answer either 
■ one way or the other. The intention of the 
fair Persian must be, he considered, either 
dispatch or delay ; and as no part of her 
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conduct seemed to justify the idea of the 
former, he determined, if possible, to thwart 
her in her expectations of the latter. 

The attendance of the learned had been so 
long dispensed with, and their requisition in 
the present times altogether so great a no^ 
velty, that Moye-ed-din was perplexed to 
whom he should apply concerning such peo- 
ple, if any there were within reach. Mhadeo 
G6r6 the Brahmin, he knew lived in a retired 
part of the city, and still devoted his time to 
the study of the heavenly bodies, arid was 
consulted by all the Hindoos, far and near: 
of the existence of any other, who had any 
pretensions to the science of astronomy, he 
was entirely ignorant. After deeply con- 
sidering to whom he should apply for infor- 
mation on the subject, he could hit upon no 
one from whom he could obtain it ; but the 
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jGotwall, who frinn his intimate knowletlge of 
all classes of persons in the hazaar and envi- 
rons, could doubtless assist him in the bus! 
nes8 ; yet when he called to mind their recent 
differences, and the hatred which the Cotwall- 
! him, owing to many circumstances, he 
K«onsidered it peculiarly galling to him to 
Bt^cit his aid in any shape whatever. What 
vjlolite requests could not accomplish, bow- 
er, he knevr stem authority could : taking 
I up his pen, therefore, he drew up an order 
I on the Cotwall to assemble all the learned 
Lmen and astrologers he could collect in the 
Keity and suburbs; and forward them to the 
I palace of the minister, for the purpose of 
ft{»:«seiiting them, after two days, to the Nu- 
Lvah. Ere he despatched this order it was 
t necessary to obtain the seal and signature of 
L the Nuwab, which, however, he delayed ap- 
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plying for until he should have had an inter« 
view with Mhadeo Guru, whom he hoped 
to secure on his side, trusting that all who 
might be associated with him, knowing his 
superior dkill and ability, would una voce^ 
ccnncide with his opinions and decisions : for 
this purpose he despatched a messenger to 
the Gurii, requesting his attendance imme- 
diately. 

Noor Mahommed Cotwall, in the mean* 
time, having emerged from his anderun, 
whither he had confined himself, to recover 
from the mortification he had experienced by 
the interference of Moye-ed-din with his 
purchase of the Persian lady, heard the re- 
port of the requisition of the astrologers, and 
fully aware how ignorant the Deewan was 
respecting this class of persons, sat in state 
anticipating his request in person to assist 
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I him in his search for them : " Yes," thought 
, he, " he shall learn to know my consequence, 
I and how requisite I am to his welfare ; he 
has received the order to provide the astrolo- 
I gtra, and must obey by the given time : it is 
not enough to place him under obhgation to 
me ; no, I will plunge into, not extricate him 
' from difBculties ; I will promise but not per- 
form ; what answer can he then give for neg- 
lecting his orders ? he will be again turned 
down the hill of favour, whilst I triumph- 
antly shall reach its Bummit." We must 
leave the Cotwall to enjoy his dreams of 
promotion, and turn to the visit of the Bra- 
min to bis lordship the Deewan. 

The messenger of Moye-ed-din, although 
he had, in the presence of his master, pro- 
fessed an accurate knowledge of the residence 
the Gtuii, was, in reality, entirely ignorant 



1^8 THE ZE19AKA. 

of the matter, and on quitting the palace, 
determined to ask the first person he met 
with to direct him to the astronomer^s abode. 
The man whom he first stumbled* upon 
chanced to be Sheik Ibrahim, the CotwalPs 
mercury, who was prowling about for want 
of some other employment. 

:" Hark ye, brother," said the messenger, 
know you where lives Mhadeo 6ur6, the 
Brahmin astronomer?" 

" Do I know ? there's a question ; why I 
know every thing and every body — so many 
years as I have lived — " 

'*Be quick, then," said the messenger, **and 
direct me, without loss of time." 

" Hey dey! why this violent hurry, bro- 
ther ? any calamity in your master's family?" 
None whatever ; God forbid ! only my 
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time is precious; so tell me, if you please ; if 
not, I will make my salaam." 

" Oh, I have no objection to tell you, 
ooly irhy should you object to inform me 
why you are sent in quest of the Bramin ?" 

" I do not object, brother, but I don't 
know myself; I am sent to call him to the 
palace." 

" Well then, you will find him at home ; 
hut where that is you had better inquire else- 
where, for confound me if I know ;" so say- 
ing, he tripped down a narrow alley, and dis- 
appeared, leaving the messenger to repent his 
lost time- The necessary information, how- 
ever, he obtained at the shaving-shop of the 
alUknowing Buxoo, and proceeded in breath- 
less haste to the obscure dwelling of the 
^ Giirii. 

o 5 
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*^ Ram, Ram, Mharaj,^ bellowed the Mus- 
selman, Hircarrah, from a distance, not yen- 
turing to approach the sacred dwelling of the 
Brahmin. The door was opened by a fat, sleek, 
portly man, who inquired what he wanted ; 
the man delivered his message; on hearing 
which, the Brahmin expressed his readiness 
to follow him, without loss of time, which he 
accordingly did. Moye^d-din, soon after 
the messenger had quitted his presence, con- 
sidering the time which would be lost before 
the seal and signature of the Nuwab could 
be affixed to the Cotwall^s order, accord- 
ingly determined to take his own draft that 
moment to the Nuwab, and beg him to 
stamp it with that signet which none dare 
disobey. All this he was enabled to do, and 
return home, owing to his Hircarrah'^s delay 
before the Brahmin appeared. As soon as 
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I that learned person had crossed his threshold, 
pthe order to the Cotwall was despatched 
f with instructions to the bearer, to wait for an 
f answer. 

The Deewan received the Brahmia with 

k profound respect, informing hini that he had 

t troubled him upon no ordinary aflair, but 

•■ one of the highest importance ; and having 

heard of his learning and skill in astronomy, 

had determined to avail himself of it. He 

then briefly informed the G6r{i of the order 

■ he had received from the Nuwab to collect 

'- sll the learned men of the city, but that 

knowing only of one, and that one the 

Brahmin himself, he bad as far as be had 

been able, executed his commands. 

"I trust, therefore, Mharaj," said he, ad- 
[•dressing Ms visitor, " that you will not only 
I give me the benefit of your skill, but also 
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supply me with a few more of your caste, 
who, if not equally learned with yourself, 
have sufficient wisdom to coincide with your 
decrees." 

** On what subject am I to be consulted ?'' 

" The stars.'' — " A heavenly and a knotty 
affair, indeed ! Does the Nuwab understand 
the stars?'* 

" Not in the least ; he merely knows the 
sun from the moon.*' 

" Surely, he knows the Great Bear and 
the Milky Way P'' 

" Truly not — nor the Dog-star, nor Soheily,* 
nor Aldubrun,+ nor PuroveenPJ'' 

" No ! indeed T question whether he has 
ever heard of them.'' 

" Well then, do you wish me to instruct 
or deceive ?" 

* Canopus. f Bull, J Pleiades. 
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" Why, by the Prophet .' I don't know 
what I wish you to do ; the fact is, there 
is a lady ia his horam far more skilled, I 
suspect, than any male being about court. 
She pretends to be unable to give an an- 
swer to the Nuwab's offer of marriage, until 
she has consulted the wise men and astro- 
nomers of the city. Her object, I suspect, 
is delay ; mi/ object is to disappoint her ; 
should she, therefore, inquire when certain 
stars shall rise or fall, or when any parti- 
cular event shall happen, I require you to 
name an early day for the event." 

" But, my lord, I cannot control the 

" True; but you can control yoiir tongue, 
and make it say week for month, or month 



for 



year. 
' But she 



w discover the fraud." 
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Impossible ! she must be ignorant on 
the points she wishes to be informed upon, 
or why summon the astronomers at all ?^ 

^^ But a Brahmin, my lord, must not 
speak an untruth.'* 

'' Nor shall you find a Mahommedan 
guilty of a lie ; for if you succeed, I pro- 
mise you a reward.'' 

*^ Stay, my lord ; what reward can recom- 
pense me for the disgraces heaped upon our 
holy caste ? Formerly we enjoyed our 
lands rent free, our cattle paid no toll for 
customs, our ^ 

" Your land, Mharaj, shall be exempt 
from rent, your cattle from customs, all shall 
be as you desire.*" 

" Then, my lord, is not my place in society, 
my rank in Durbar, usurped by that most 
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ignorant of all men, Ibn-al-Agib, Burnaming 
himself, Muntak !"* 

" The booby shall no longer rank before 
you i I will H> magnify your learning, that 
I, will shame the Nuwab of his prejudice in 
favour of that contemptible fellow." 

" Well, my lord, with this understanding 
the stars may be propitious to your wishes ; 
but, to avoid suspicion, I must bring with 
me several of my own caste, who shall echo 
my words, and leave no doubt on the minds 
of our hearers of the correctness of our de- 



" Exactly what I require," said the Dee- 
wan ; "in two days' time be ready with your 
followere, at the Nuwab's palace." 

" Stay, my lord; there is yet another point 
" Aatronomer. 
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which it will be our interest to provide 
against : namely, the clashing of opinions of 
the learned ; for Ibn^al-Agib will doubtless 
be among us, and he invariably differs in 
opinion from myself.'* 

" True ; but surely his single voice against 
a conclave of learned Brahmins, will avail but 
Uttle.'' 

• " My lord, what you say is correct ; his 
single voice is not to be dreaded, but, like a 
star of the first magnitude, he will come 
attended by a rabble of satellites, who receive 
his word as law ; it will be policy, therefore, 
on your part, as soon as I am gone, to sum- 
mon this fellow and secure him on our side ; 
and rely on it, for a bribe, he will for once 
coincide with me on every point; only, on 
no account have, any further communication 
with me previous to the assembly."" 
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" It shall be done, Mharaj ; I see my way 
clearly Brahmin, I thank thfc ; farewell ! and 
I rely on my promises of reward."" 

"Ay, my lord; remember the land, the 
I cattle, and my rank and precedence." 

' All shall be as you desire." The Brah- 
I mjn made his obeisance, and retired. 

Moye-ed-din, rejoicing in the success likely 
I to attend his plans, despatched a messenger 
I for Ibn-al-Agib, for whom he had prepared a 
I ponderous bag of rupees, imagining the sight 
I <rf so much money woiild instantly bind the 
l^old fellow to his service. The messenger, 
iowever, returned with the mortifying in- 
telligence of Ibn-al-Agib having been sum- 
B;ftM]ned by the Cotwall, in whose house he 
all remained. 
"Am I ever to be thwarted by this Cot- 



138 THE ZEKAKA. 

wsilf"" said Moye-ed-din, when the messenger 
had retired, ^^ curse and confound his offi- 
ciousness.^ 

He now repented his haste in despatching 
the order upon which the Cotwall was now 
unquestionably acting. In the hope, if bribes 
had been offered to old Ibn-al-Agib, he might, 
by offering larger sums, secure his services, 
he despatched another messenger to his house 
to await his letum home and then bring him 
to his presence. But hour after hour pass- 
ed, and Istill he returned not ; and every 
messenger was the bearer of the mortifying 
intelligence^ that Ibn-al-Agib had not re- 
turned home since his visit to the Cotwall. 
To account for this, we must turn to the 
bazaar^ and the proceedings of the implacable 
Noor Mahommed, leaving the Deewan to 
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retire to rest; it being midnight, and no 
chance of his having an interview with the 
Mahommedan astronomer before the next 
day. 



140 THE ZENANA, 



CHAPTER VII. 



It will be remembered, that the messenger 
sent in quest of the Brahmin unfortunately 
met old Sheik Ibrahim, who, after confess- 
ing his ignorance of the Guru's abode, 
scampered down a narrow lane, and disap- 
peared. Satisfied there was some deep plan 
on foot, he hastened to his old master, the 
Cotwall, and made him acquainted with his 
bit of news, for which he was praised and 
rewarded. Noor Mahommed at first ima- 
gined the Deewan, unwilling to lay himself 
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under obligations to liim, was endeavouring 
to ferret out the astronomers himself. The 
haughty order of the Deewan being soon 
after put into his hands, he determined to 
strictly obey it, but in such a manner as 
he conceived would completely frustrate the 
schemes of his enemy ; he therefore instantly 
summoned old Ibn-al-Agib, Muntuk, not that 
he had any instructions to give him, but to 
I prevent the Deewan availing himself of hia 
assistance by any underhand means, similar 
to those he might be employing with the 
Brahmin. Accordingly, the old fellow made 
f his appearance, and was received with res- 
[ pect by the Cotwall, who informed him that 
e might presently require his aid, but as he 
, was not then prepared to express his wishes, 
' begged he would be seated, and hold him- 
self in readiness to outer his presence wlien 
required to do so. The astronomer bowed 
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assent, and the Cotwall left him to his me* 
ditations. 

Ibn-al- Agib, or the Son of the Wonderful, 
which was the pompous title this man was 
pleased to bestow on himself, was a Mahom- 
medan of low origin, a native of Agra. 
His father had followed the profession of 
a pylewan, or wrestler, and from his great 
strength, and being also a skilful gladiator, 
was denominated Agib the Wonderful. Our 
astronomer was his only son, whose true 
name was Bappoo, a boy of a puny and 
weakly condition, which prevented his fol- 
lowing his father^s profession ; he conse- 
quently commenced earning his livelihood by 
becoming monkey-leader to a company of 
snake-men, and jugglers. The duties of his 
profession caused his entire separation from 
his father, whom he never either loved or 
respected. Amongst the company of strol- 
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lers with whom he had connected himself, 
was au outcast Hindoo, who had contrived 
to become acquainted with the names of the 
stars, and by their means pretended to in- 
form the ignorant of the future events of 
their lives. Young Agib, or rather Bappoo, 
from occasionally being the conjurer's boy, 
necessarily imbibed some of the conjurer's 
knowledge, and foretold eclipses of the sun 
and moon with tolerable accuracy. By the 
time his company reached Surat, he had, he 
conceived, obtained sufficient knowledge to 
set up for himself ; he accordingly deserted 
his former associates, and took a lodging in 
the most obscure part of the city. For a 
length of time he remained unnoticed and 
unknown. At that particular period, there 
appeared an eager thirst for knowledge 
amongst all classes of people, and it so hap- 
pened that a Mahommedan astronomer hired 
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the upper apartments of the very house in 
which our aspiring youth had taken up his 
abode. He soon introduced himself to. the 
notice of the new lodger, and through his 
acquaintance, added greatly to his slender 
store of knowledge : but what tended to 
improve him most, was his attending the 
astronomer to the weekly meetings of the 
cognoscenti of the age, where all their dis- 
coveries were made known to each other, 
and learned debates held on important sub- 
jects. Ibn-al-Agib was now the name he 
chose to assume, carrying, he imagined, with 
it more weight than simple Bappoo. This 
Son of the Wonderful made up with cunning 
and duplicity of mind, the deficiency of 
strength and activity of body, and through 
such means was he indebted for his ad- 
vancement. One fine, star-light night, as he 
was about to enter the apartment of his fel- 
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low Imlger, having gently half opened the 
■, he discovered his friend standing at the 
rindow, engaged in scrutinizing the starry 
canopy of heaven, and muttering to himself 
as if making some wonderful discovery, and 
yet as if doubting his own senses. "Yes," 
said he, " it must be, it is, by Mahommed .' 
'tis a comet,"' Ibn-al-Agib waited to hear 
no more, but sliding down stairs, gained the 
street, and placing himself in the n.ost 
public situation, directed his whole attention 
to the quarter whence his friend had es- 
pied the comet. He was quickly surrounded 
with boys and men of all classes, and when 
he conceived enough had assembled to wit- 
ness his great skill and quickness of percep- 
tion, he rushed from them, crying aloud "A 
comet, a comet ! oh, glorious sight ! I have 
discovered a comet." His friend, the real 

▼OL. I. H 
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discoverer of the phenomenon, hearing the 
cry of a comet, looked out of the window, 
«nd perceived Agib running to and fro, as if 
mad with delight. ^^ Well," thought the as- 
tronomer, ^^how stupid I must. have been to 
have doubted the truth c^ what I saw, when 
tliis ignorant fellow has spied it out, perhaps 
long ago. Agib had the assurance to run 
up stairs to his fellow lodger, and in breath- 
less haste exclairaed'-^^^ Oh, brother ! I have 
discovered a comet ; come to the window and 
look, I will show it to you.'* 

"I know it, brother," said the astro- 
nomer, " I discovered it an hour ago." 

" Yes, yes, but you heard my cry in the 
street first, and then it was easy enough to 
see the comet ; it must, you knew, be some- 
where. Well, but it is a glorious sight, is 
it not ? There, there is its tail : when I first 
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saw it, three hours ago, it had scarcely any 
tail perceptible." 

" Three hours ago, Agib ? 'tis impossible I" 

" Impossible ! why ? I have an eye for 
discovery, and was on the look out, judging 
from the moon's appearance last night, some 
wonderful sight would gratify uiy eyes. Don't 
you remember the speck in the moon ?" 

"I do, certainly ; but how that could prog- 
f nosticate a comet, I am at a loss to under- 
stand." 

" You may be sure some wonderful phe- 
n.omeiion will appear whenever that speck 
is visible. But I must away, and make my 
observations." So saying, be rushed from the 
bouse, leaving his friend to curse his own 
stupidity in not being beforehand with his 
ignorant fellow lodger, in promidgating the 
discovery. Ever since that time, the name 
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of Agib became celebrated as an astronomer, 
and people dated events from the appearance 
of Agib^s comet, as it was mvariablj deno- 
minated. When the real learned and scien- 
tific men deserted Surat, Agib wisely re- 
mained, and in the absence of all the rest, 
was con^dered the best and most learned 
astronomer in the city, amongst the Ma- 
hommedans; whilst the Hindoos of course 
adhered to their most learned Brahmin, 
Mhadeo Guru, whom they consulted, giving 
implicit faith to all his warnings and prog- 
nostications. Such was the character of Ibn- 
al-Ag'ib, astronomer of Surat : and a man 
better suited to the CotwalPs purpose could 
perhaps have nowhere else been found. 

Noor Mahommed Cotwall, stung to the 
quick by the receipt of the Deewan'^s order, 
was more anxious than ever to thwart him 
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8 much as lay in his power ; he therefore 
ft'summont'd Ibn-al-Agib into his presence, 
land ere he proceeded to business, drew 
I from his strong box a heavy bag of rupees ; 
md throwing them with violence upon the 
I ground, the crash spoke volumes to the 
Llieedy astronomer. i 

" What a sum, my lord !" said he, 
" All is yours, Agib, if you do as I dedre 

I >■>"■" 

" Oh ! my lord, what services can I render 

I -you to be deserving of so immense a reward ?" 

The Cotwall briefly explained to him the 

of the Deewan, and the intrigues 

■ •iwfaich he suspected were going on. 

"Well, my lord, what am I to do ?" in- 
ft^uired the anxious Agib. 

" Why, that is what I want to know from 
3U, Agih ; for in truth I know not how to 
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instruct yoii ; only I know what 700 most 
not do.^ 

" What r 

^ You most make it a point to differ fiora 
the G6ra and his conclave in erery par- 
ticular. If they say the sun is the sun, you 
must maintain it is the mocm.^ 

'^ I am ready, my lord. But what end will 
this childish contradiction answer ?^ 

'^ That is no business of yours : do as I 
command you, and the money is your own.^ 

^^ This business, my lord^ must be ma- 
naged so as not to suffer our hearers to sup- 
pose I differ from a spirit of pride or op- 
position, but from the result of my expe- 
rience and superior knowledge. Now it re- 
quires very profound reasoning to prove 
black to be white, «nd therefore — " 

«< Don^t preach to me,*^ said the impatiait 
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police-master; "you know my wishes, and 
you see your reward." 

" I am ever obedient, my lord ; and will 
do my best ; and if I have not reason on my 
aide, will supply the defect by noise and the 
outcry of voices ; as I have a dozen faithful 
ftdherents, who will joyfully echo my words, 
be they ever so absurd." 

"That is just what I want; confound the 
opposite party, stun the ears of your au- 
ditors, and leave the matter just as much 
in the dark as it is now ; and then return for 
! your money. One tiling you must consent 



"Name it," said Agib. 
" You must not return home until the 
whole affair is settled." 
"Why?" 
"Ask no qu2stions, but obey me." 
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The astronomer professed his willingness 
to attend to the orders of the Cotwall^ but 
urged the necessity of summoning one or two 
of his myrmidons, to give them their cue 
how to proceed at the appointed time. To 
this the Cotwall assented, and this being 
done, Agib was secreted at a distance and 
returned not hotne ;' and this accounts toi 
the anxious Deewan*s disappointment^ and 
the vexatious reports of his messengers. 

In vain did Moye-ed-din, on the foUowing 
day, despatch messenger after messenger to 
summon Ibn-al- Agib— he was nowhere to be 
found ; and to give a colouring to his absence 
it was industriously rumoured that he had 
gone out to sea to take observations. How- 
ever Moye-ed-din miglit, in his own mind, 
be convinced to the contrary, he was certainly 
unable, by proof, to contradict the report. 



\ In this dilemma he would, but for tlie firah- 
I mia's positive iojunctiuns to the Luutrary, 
' have once more suraiuoDed him to arrange 
their proceedings, in consequence of the ab- 
I sence of Ibn-al-Agib. The day arrived when 
the rival astrologers were to give their an- 
I iwcrs to the questions of the fair Persian. 
I Moyc-ed-din foreseeing the failure of hin 
plan, repaired to the Durbar with an un- 
I usual solemnity, and although many difficult 
I cases demanded his attention, he could think 
Vvi noth'mg but the result of the astronomers' 
decisions. His ingEnuity prompted him to 
suggest to the Nuwah a plan, which, if adopt- 
ed, would completely confuse and subvert 
the intentions of the Cotwall and his party ; 
he, therefore, took the opportunity, ere Dur- 
bar broke up, to solicit permission to follow 
the Nuvab into his anderun. Having ob- 
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tamed a favourable nod, no sooner was busi- 
ness concluded than he waited upon his 
master, and represented to him, that it ap> 
pearing there were two sorts of astronomers 
in the city, ^ho invariably, through pride or 
ill-will, differed in each other's opinions, con- 
sequently their joint appearance would only 
tend to create confusion, without the posd- 
bility of decision ; he,' therefore, humbly pro- 
posed that the questions of the fair Persian 
should be committed to writing, and deliver- 
ed to, first, the leader and chief of the Brab- 
min sect ; and secondly, to the chief of the 
Mahbmmedans. The Nuwab having no 
objection, retired to consult Mheitab on the 
arrangement, and soon returned, assuring 
Moye-ed-din that the fair Persian entirely 
acquiesced in the plan. 

The wise men of Surat were now ap- 
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L {miaching in procession through the streets 

of the city ; first came M hadeo Gdid the 

Brahmin, behind whom followed a page, 

I bearing two ponderous volumes, on one of 

which was written, in large letters, " Surya 

Biddhauta of Varaha Mihira,"^ and upon the 

second, " Padma Calpa of Sri D'hara Padnia." 

I In regular order followed twelve Brahmins, 

I many of whom carried books ^id papers ; 

le bore the systems of astronomy as laid 

[ dowD in the Brahma Calpa, invented by 

I Brahma Gupta, tliirteen thousand years ago ; 

I Others carried the Varaha Calpa, invented by 

L Varaha Mibira ; a vast crowd followed the 

L procession to the palace gates, and there dis- 

I persed, to go in quest of the Mahommedan 

I |ffocession, which was seen slowly approaching 

rftom theoppositedirection. Supported by two 

I men, came Ibn-aUAgib, pretending his age 
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tained a favourable nod, no sooner was busi- 
ness concluded than he waited upon his 
master, and represented to him, that it ap> 
pearing there were two sorts of astronomers 
in the city,^ho invariably, through pride or 
iU-wiU, differed in each other's opinions, con- 
sequently their joint appearance would only 
tend to create confusion, without the possi- 
bility of decision ; he,' therefore, humbly pro- 
posed that the questions of the fair Persian 
should be committed to writing, and deliver- 
ed to, first, the leader and chief of the Brah- 
min sect ; and secondly, to the chief of the 
Mahommedans. The Nuwab having no 
objection, retired to consult Mheitab on the 
arrangement, and soon returned, assuring 
Moye-ed-din that the fair Persian entirely 
acquiesced in the plan. 

The wise men of Surat were now ap- 
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proaching in procession through the streets 
of the city ; first came Mhadeo Gurii the 
Brahmin, behind whom followed a page, 
bearing two ponderous volumes, oq ODe ot 
which was written, in large letters, " Surya 

I Siddhauta of Varaha Mihira," and upon the 
second, " Padma Calpa of Sri D'hara Padma." 
In regular order followed twelve Brahmins. 
many of whom carried books and papers ; 
Bome bore the systems of astronomy as laid 
down in the Brahma Calpa, invented by 

r Brahma Gupta, thirteen thousand years ago ; 

L Mhers carried the Varaha Calpa, invented by 
Varaha Mihira ; a vast crowd followed the 

' procession to the palace gates, and there dis- 
persed, to go iu quest of the Mahommedan 
proceRsion, which was seen slowly approaching 
from the oppositedirection. Supported by two 

i men, came Ihn-al-Agib, pretending his age 
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and infirmities required their assistaiice, but 
be felt walking particularly irksoine, from a 
very different cause, wbich will hereafter be 
related. Behind him marched fifteen long, 
bearded sages, counting their beads, and 
mumbling over the attributes of the Al« 
mighty. Ibn^al-Agib was greatly mortified, 
on his arrival at the palace, to learn the 
Brahmins had already arrived, as he had fuUy 
intended to have asserted his right of prece- 
dence, had they both have met, as was in* 
tended, before the palace gates. How it 
happened he was not in time, wiU soon be 
known. 

The two sects of astrologers were intro- 
duced to the outer hall of the haram, at the 
upper end of which hung a crimson velvet 
curtain, embroidered with gold, behind which 
sat the fair Persian, and at the foot of the 
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K-eurtain stood the writer of the questions, 

r which were put to him from behind the lat- 

The Mahommedans were arranged on 

aide and the Brahmins on the other, 

I and the lirst question was dehvcred into the 

I'liand^ of Mhadeo G{ir6, and its counterpart 

f to Ibn-al-Agib ; the Nuwab and liis Deewaii 

l&eing present. This was a contnvanceold ibn- 

lUAgih never dreamed of, and he sat twist- 

T the paper which contained tlie [[iiestion, 

1 utter confusion ; and whilst the adherents 

trf the Brahmin crowded around their leader, 

fteonsidcrtng the proper answer, all the Ma- 

I hommedans sat squatted in a string, wailing 

l«dd Ibn-al-Agib's pleasure, which seemed to 

■ to do nothing at all, until roused by the 

troice of the Nuwab, who cried, " Come, 

;, most learned Agib, open your paper — 

KKt to work." A circle was at last formed. 



inlheiiiidst of ivindisrt -dKpBupkBDdAgih. 
^Dm dide asDDnomer wia^peni oae cf Ids 
fiiffndB to endegyput, if yMBftfe, toofveriMU* 
wiist WHS fldd liy 'die BudnmBs, and tins 
{bDow actOBUy g n p o eed e d in ^Jttitl i ii^ m wcri, 
n^ndi he fgnnind ms Acae to dK vmdt cf 



msny dther qnestianB ^i^ndd f gBvw, ik'tmiM 
k inqnudent toAfirfron tfeBnimiiis on 
liie 'vary £jst jmswcr, joid liano^ the meuis 
of faifi iiieDdSy ^vasendbled to stumble on tbe 
ngtxt reply to the inftefrogmtiaB. Hie an- 
swers hang ooimntted to writfaig, die defk 
received tfaena, and read alood as £oDows: — 

Questkn 1st — ^ When will the eclipse erf* 
tbe sun take place ?^ 

Answer erf" die Brahndns:— ^ On the fif- 
teenth day of the month of Aswini"* 

Answer of the Mahonunedans:— ^^ On the 
fifteenth day of the month of Aswini.^ 
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" In truth," observed the Nuwab to Moye- 
ed-diD, " the astroncMuers do appear to know 
Bomething." 

" They do, indeed, my lord," replied the 
Deewan ; wondering what the next question 
would be. 

The same ceremony having been gone 
through, the clerk read once more, as fol- 
lows : 

Queation 2d. — " When will the nearest 
approximation of Venus with the Pleiade^i 
take place?" 

Answer of the Brahmins : — " In ten days 



Answer of the Mahonimeilans : — " After 
two months and twelve days." 

" Here is a difference !" exclaimed the 
Nuwab ; "I wonder which is right, Moye- 
ed-din ?" 

" I cannot presume to give an opinion, 
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your hightiess ; but I think the answer of 
the Brahmins is more favourable to yourself.** 

**True, Moye-ed-din, true! they are right, 
depend upon it."^ 

The fair Persian having expressed her 
intentions of putting no further questions, 
the assembly received permission to retire ; 
and as they descended the stairs, leading to 
the great hall of justice, old Ibn-al-Agib 
strove hard to gain precedence, but the 
stairs being narrow, and the G6rd being 
fat, he found it impossible to .pass him, 
so that the two sects were all jumbled to- 
gether, each intending to precede the other 
on passing through the great gates into the 
city. Ibn-al-Agib satisfied himself for the 
present, with laughing outright in a con- 
temptuous manner, muttering, ** Ten days, 
indeed ! what ignorance ! pretty astronomers. 
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truly !" The expressions reaching the ears 

of his followers, they also indulged in the 

same insulting observations, which, though 

they failed to affect the dignity of the Guri^, 

were so obnoxious to some of his adherents, 

as tu compel them to retort ; upon which a 

' tcuffle, and pulling off turbans, took place 

|«pon the stairs. A chobdar in the rear, 

fntending to quell the disturbance, gave one 

of the party a push, which caused his foot 

. to slip, and helpless, lie fell upon the man 

Bibefore him; who, being a bulky fellow, 

l|«trept down all in his way : so that all the 

men of the city sustained a mighty 

'., indeed ; and the whole weight of learning 

r#as borne by the Gtir6, who had not been 

(fortunate enough to clear the stairs before 

f Ae whole conclave fell upon him. Never 

f iros there such confusion before within the 
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walls of the palace. At the foot of the 
stairs lay the fat Giir6, endeavouring to 
shake off his old enemy, Ihn-al-Agib, whose 
coat being torn, and dress disarranged, a 
shower of silver fell from his waist and 
person, to his no small mortification. The 
anxious man was instantly on his hands and 
knees, labouring to collect his rupees, as 
they rolled to all parts of the hall, and 
were greedily picked gp one by one by the 
ever ready peons and servants of the Dur- 
bar. " My money, my money ! save my 
money, I say I" cried Agib. " Ho, there, 
you have got some of my rupees ; give 
them up, I say !" Thus anxious for the 
recovery of his money, he entirely banished 
from his mind his determination of prece- 
dence; BO that the Brahmin and many of his 
crew quickly made their exit, leaving the 
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Maliommedans to condole with their dis- 
tressed leader. 

It is now proper the reader should un- 
derstand, first how it happened that Ibn-al- 
Agib was BO late in his attendance ; and 
secondly how he became possessed of bo 
I Much money as to render its retention 
lldwut his person a matter of such difficulty. 
I 'At the appointed time, the wary Mahom- 
rtnedan astronomer attended at the Cotwoll's 
■ ktouscj where he received a second drilling, 
1 to the line of conduct he was expected 
pursue. The old fellow promised im- 
dicit obedience, and held out his hand for 
; money. ** No, indeed," said the Cot- 
rail, " no money before your work is done !" 
" I expect my reward immediately," said 
n-al-Agib, "or, rely upon it, I shall pro- 
t'tleed in a very different manner." 
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"Well, Agib, I did not expect this,'' 
said the Cotwall ; ** but you have no time to 
dispose of your money, were I to give it 
you. How can you take so large a sum to 
the palace ?^ 

** Oh ! I have provided against this diffi- 
culty, '^ said the old fellow, drawing from his 
turban a long narrow bag used by tra- 
vellers, who, when filled with money, tie it 
round their waists : — " This,'' said he, " I 
have made whilst in my retirement ; so let 
me have the rupees, and lose no time.**^ 

The Cotwall at last prevailed upon Agib 
to receive half the sum ; promising the re- 
minder when the business should be con- 
cluded. The anxious Agib speedily crammed 
the rupees into the long bag, which he tied 
round his waist ; but finding them so heavy 
and inconvenient, he was obliged^ as he walked 
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along, to lean on t^vo of his friends for sup- 
port; and found himself, owing to tlie Cot- 
wall's delay in producing the money, con- 
siderably behind his time. The aSray on 
the staircase, and the consequent struggle 
Iwtweea the two leaders of the astronomer 
sects, caused the bags around Agib'a body to 
give away, covering the floor with' their con- 
_lents, as has been already related. To add 
i the mortification of Agib, the Cotwall 
efused to give him the remainder of his 
^reward ; alleging, that he had not performed 
agreement ; having promised to differ 
|lYtom the Brahmin on every point ; whereas, 
s understood he had entirely coincided with 
I' Km respecting the time of the eclipse of the 
[]. To this nothing could be said, and 
J old fellow went away, highly displeased 
uid dissatisfied. 



1 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The Nuwab took an early opportunity of 
visiting the fair Persian, and begged to 
know when he might expect an answer to 
his offer of marriage. 

" Your highness/* replied the lady ; 
"condescended to grant my request to 
be allowed to consult your astrologers and 
wise men, who are unfortunatly ignorant 
on the very point I am desirous of being 
informed upon; the one party differing so 
widely from the other it is impossible I 
can have any reliance upon either; there- 
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fbrc, as I am positively prohibited from 
dissenting or assenting, upon receiving an 
offer of marriage, until after the time when 
Venus shall have approached the Pleiades, I 
am under the necessity of naming my own 
time, at the expiration of wliich you may 
rely on my giving you a final answer. An 
astronomer in Persia, whose learning cannot 
be called in question, has informed me that 
the planet Venus will nearest approximate 
the Pleiades sometime in this year. Such an 
event may liave happened during my voyage 
hither, but on so momentous an affair, I am 
determined to be on the safe side. Suffer this 
year, therefore, to expire, and my answer shall 
then be given, provided, during the interim, 
no male person be suffered to look upon me. 
Should such an event occur, I must defer 
giving my answer for another whole year." 
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By the Prophet!^ exclaimed the Nu- 
wab ; '* my patience will be exhausted long 
before* the expiration of this year; ay^ or 
even this mopth: and if you refuse my 
oifers, means may be taken to secure you 
on cheaper terms." 

"Beware, my lord, how you act. I am 
in your power, it is true ; I am helpless and 
forlorn, my destiny has cast me on the shores 
of your protection ; reflect therefore on the 
consequences of your rashness, proceed to 
violence, and the next moment sees me a 
corpse at your feet ; nor will this alone be the 
result of your imprudence, for rely upon itj 
your life will become forfeited to the revenge 
of those who will doubtless learn my fate.**" 

There was so much earnestness and so- 
lemnity in the speech he had just heard, 
that the Nuwab, for the first time in hit 




life, experienced a sensation of awe no wo- 
man liad ever been able to inspire him witli. 
After some time spent in meditation he thus 
addressed the Persian : — 

" Pray am I with the rest of the male 
creation to be excluded from your presence ?" 

" Certainly not, my lord. The sight of 
a man professing such honourable intentions, 
cannot be improper ; nor has any provision 
been made by the Soothsayers at my birth 
for the exclusion of the man who offers me 
his hand. The words are, " and during the 
time between the making the offer and the 
answer thereto, no other man must on anv 
account set eyes upon me." 

The Nuwab most cordially cursed the 
Soothsayers and all ttieir nonsense, and left 
the lady without giving her any positive 
assurance of his acquiescing in her extraor- 

TOl. I. I 
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requests. For many days, all around 
the Nuwab, male and female, experienced the 
siul effects of his impatience. Moye>«d^din 
himself dreaded the hour of Durbar, as 
a schoolboy does the time when he is to 
appear befcnre his master. At last the Nu- 
wab determined, to vent his rage upon the 
ignorant astronomers, and actually summour 
ed the whole gang to the Durbar. Now did 
the Cotwall tremble lest old Ibn-al-Agib 
should, to exculpate himself, implicate hin), 
and confess the bribery that had beien prac- 
tised* Moye-ed-din was also no less fearful 
lest the Brahmin should relate the parti- 
culars of their clandestine meeting; for 
although he doubted not he could convince 
the Nuwab, if he ^ere in a temper to hear 
reason, that aU his proceedings tended tp 
promote his wishes, yet furious and diss^Uis- 
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lied as he had become, the very word bri- 
bery would have been equal in its effects 
to the spark of a candle in a magazine cf 
gunpowder. To silence, if possible, the 
tongue of old Agib, the Cotwall risited the 
Mahommedan sage, whose surprise on the 
occadon may be imagined, having both 
parteil mutually dissatisfied with each 
other. 

" Brother Agib," said the Cotwall, " I 
have brought you the remainder of the mo- 
ney, which, after due consideration, I con- 
ceive you to be entitled to ; oblige me. there- 
fore, by the acceptance of it;" ho saying, he 
banded forth the bag. 
I " Why, brother Cotwall," said the astro- 
nomer, " as to the money, I should not htne 
been half so displeased with you had you not 
paid me a single rupee, if you bad but con- 
I it 
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descended to treat me with respect in the 
fnresence of your people.^ 

*^ Indeed, Agib, I was too hasty, but trust 
my present visit in person will convince the 
world of the consequence I attach to. your 
character and profession." 

In some meas&re it may,** said Agib, 

but I beg to decline any future assistance 
to you, in any of your schemes." 

" Truly, friend Agib, I am deeply concern- 
ed we cannot agree ; however, ;*est assured I 
shall only trouble you to do one thing more 
for me.*" 

<* What is that?" 

^* To hold your tongue on the subject of 
c»ur late meeting and arrangement." 

^^ Of course, for my own sake I shall be 
silent." 

*^ Ay, silent and secret as the grave ; 
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whoever may question you, swear to suSer 
torture ere you disclose my name.*" 

" Oh, brother Cotwall, that is another 
thing : I have had torture and trouble enough 
with your affairs already. I can't answer for 
the torture ; the bastinado often makes a man 
betray his secret : no, no, I can\ submit to 
be tortured ; and if that is what you have 
brought me the money for, pray take it back 
again ; I would not be bastinadoed for less 
than a lac of rupees at least^ 

*' Listen, Agib, I beseech you : — all the 
astronomers are to be summoned before the 
Nuwab, who is dissatisfied with your an- 
swers; now, rely upon it, he will not be so im- 
prudent as to bastinado the learned Brahmin, 
and consequently, not so unjust as to award 
to you a punishment which he withholds from 
iiim ; therefore — ^ 
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^ I tell 70a what, brodier Cotwall, if there 
IB the remotest chance of my henig pmiished 
by torture, I shall out with the whole busi- 
nesB from first to last, so yoa had better be 
ptepured : here take your money and b^one. 
Ipiooda hafiz !^^ so saying, he withdrew into 
the interior of Us house, shutting the door 
violently. 

The CotwaU, cursing the crafty old astro- 
nomer in his heart, istumed home, dejected 
and alarmed. Moye-ed-din, after consider- 
ing what was to be done to ensure his safety, 
once more, sent for the Gdru, and in order 
the more readily to bring him over to his' 
wishes, had prepared a draft of a deed ex- 
empting his land from tax, and his catde 
from customs. On the entrance, therefore, 
of the learned Brahmin, Moye-ed-din pro- 
duced the paper, saying, ^^ Here, Mharaj, I 

* God protect you. 
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Have not been idle, yon see ; my word is my 
bond ; read your grant of exemption, and tell 
me if you are sotis6ed." The Guru eagerly 
grasped the paper, which having perused, he 
returned, saying, it was perfectly satisfactory, 
and deficient only in two material things. 

" Name them," said the Deewan. 

" The seal and signature of the Nuwab." 

*' Oh, that you may rely upon my obtain- 
ing for you, as soon as he is composed enough 
to attend to business ; but the fact is, you are 
all summoned to the Durbar to-morrow." 

" Indeed !" said the alarmed Brahmin, " I 
hope there is no danger ; I really am terri- 
fied lest I should be examined ; my lord, you 
must protect me." 

" Cease these alarms, Giirii ; be firm, and 
swear your answers were deduced from your 
books, and from no other source, and all will 
be well." 
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May be so, my lord, but the Nuwab fs 
not always satisfied with oaths, no, not al- 
though I were to swear by the cow ; he has 
another mode of coming at the truth, the idea 
of which makes me shudder: consider the 
sanctity of my character ; I could not survive 
the pain, or the disgrace.^ 

" But I tell you. Brahmin, there is no 
chance of such means being resorted to ; only 
he may threaten, though not perform.^^ 

" 'Tis a delicate business, my lord, and 
although I should be sorry to mention your 
name, yet I cannot answer what the sight even 
of the rattan might eflRBCt.*" 

^^ Can you possibly meditate the mentioi^ 
of my name. Brahmin ? be it so, but remem- 
ber your lands can be doubly taxed, as well 
as relieved from the burthen altogether.'' 

**So must it be then, my lord ; I can 
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make no promises, and therefore, beseech 
you, grant me permission to depart." During 
this last speech the Brahmin had arisen, and 
glided by degrees to the door, which he open- 
ed, and making a low salaam, disappeared. 
Moye-ed-din's conrusion and fears kept him 
for some time in the middle of the room, 
undecided how to act i and in this state of un- 
certainty we must, for the present, leave him. 
The difBculties into which our adversity 
often involves us, not unfrequently renders 
it sound policy to endeavour to become 
friends with our enemies, and more espe- 
cially when their misfortunes are attribut- 
able to the same cause as our own. So was 
it with the characters in quesdon. The 
Mahommedan and Bralimin astronomers, al- 
though they had differed in every celestial 
discussion, and very seldom agreed in terrcs- 
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trial matters, now finding they had both 
been enlisted in a very dangerous affair, na*. 
turally felt anxious to consult with each 
other on the means of escaping the conse- 
quences of their imprudence. Pride, never*- 
theless, withheld each from making the first 
advance towards mutuality, for friends they 
could never be. The similarity of their pre- 
sent situations, and the urgency of the bu- 
siness admitting of no delay, the Brahmin 
despatched a letter to the learned Ibn-al- 
Agib, couched in these words : — 

*^ The learned Mhadeo Guru Brahmin, 
astronomer, will be happy in seeing the ex^ 
perienced Ibn-al-Agib at his house this night 
on urgent business.^ 

The consequential Agib was sometime ere 
he could screw up his pride to allow him to 
walk all the way to the Brahmin^s house, 
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and held a loDg debate with himself, whe- 
ther he should not compel the Brahmin to 
come to him ; but that sovereign remedy for 
all frivolous scruples of etiquette, the basti. 
nado, compelled him to catch at the remotest 
chance of avoiding the wrath of the Nuwab, 
and he therefore despatched the following 
answer : — 

" The learned Ibn-a!-Agib will be happy 
in COTiBulting with the well-informed Brahmin 
ftt the time appointed.'" 

Afrabout an hour before midnight, Ibn- 
al-Agib, muffled up in a coarse grey cloth, 
sallied forth towards the mansion of his bro- 
ther astronomer. To his mortification, the 
cil^y gates were shut, he was consequently 
compelled to deviate from the direct road, 
and pursue a more circuitous one ; so that 
it was past twelve ere he tapped at the 
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Brrnhmin^s door. The Guru received him 
with pcditeness, whilst his viator evinced 
m haughty demeoiKMir, intending to let the 
Brahmin understand he must consider his 
visit a mighty honour. The Guru proceeded 
to the business at once, saying, ^^ how are 
we to avoid the blow ^lat awaits us ?"" 

** Blows, you mean,'^ said Agib, " for from 
what I could gather from the Cotwall, we 
shall certainly be bastinadoed.^ 

"There appears only one way to save 
ourselves, Agib.'* 

" To criminate our employers ?" 

« Certainly.'* 

** I am ready, Giiru."" 

" I am determined.^ 

" I will swear by the Prophet."" 

« And I by the Cow.'' 
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" Truly we have made a bad business of 
this, Gurii." 

" I fancy, Agib, you have made it answer 
better than I have, if I may judge by the 
shower of silver which strewed the justice 
haU." 

"And doubtless, you also reaped your re- 
ward, Gtirii ?" 

" In troth, I fear the only reward will be 
the rattan on the soles of my feet ; I have 
had but promises as yet, which I see no pro- 
bability of ever being performed." 

" Especially if you criminate the minis- 
ter P" 

" Exactly so ; but I may rely on your ad- 
hering to your determination ?" 

" Have not I sworn by the Prophet ?" 

" You have, and I by the Cow ; but let us 
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not be in haste to blab, we may escape by 
assertions that our answers were deduced 
from our books, and not purchased by our 
employers.** 

** Oh, yes ; I will swear by the Prophet as 
long as the Nuwab will regard my oath ; 1 
will lay my hand on the Koran ; but if he 
lays his cane on my feet, God protect the 
Cotwall ! I will screen him as long as I can, 
and I think this will be acting as handsome 
as lie can expect.** 

** Very true, Agib, wisely observed ; our 
employers indeed expect we are to lay down 
our lives for their sakes, when they . would 
see us both hanged to answer any of their 
purposes." 

" Ay, ay. Brahmin, but we shall show them 
to the contrary, and I strongly suspect the 
Cotwall will be bastinadoed instead of me.** 




" And the Deewan punished instead of 
me."" 

" But, suppose we should all four suffer ?" 

"That is not likely, Agib; the Nuwab's 
rage will either fall upon the tools or the 
principals. Now if we magnify the manner 
in which we were desired to be subservient 
to their will, we shall be considered helpless 
innocents ; for to confess a bribe, would lower 
our consequence, and be no security against 
punishment." 

" Good thou^t, Brahmin ; I will swear 
the Cotwall hung me up by the heels until 
the agony extorted compliance." 

" And I will swear the Deewan threatened 
[ lasting ruin and disgrace to me." 

" Excellent, Brahmin ! this must save ua ; 
Llet us now separate. God be with you. 
I Brahmin ;"" so saying, Ibn-al-Agib took his 
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leave, and turning down a narrow lane, after 
some time reached his own house. 

The Deewan, and his enemy the Cotwall, 
being under a greater degree of alarm than 
the astronomers, conceived it politic for a 
time to forget their animosities, and 'meet 
by appointment at the palace of the former, 
where the following polite, and half-con- 
ciliatory discourse took place: the Deewan 
commencing— 

" Brother Cotwall, why should we be ene- 
mies ? it would be to our mutual advantage 
-to become friends.'' 

" I am most anxious, my lord, to embrace 
the oflfers of friendship ; but how is it pos- 
sible this can be effected, when vou so un- 

warrantably interfere with the decrees of my 
court?" 
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" If I have done so, it was because such 
interference might have been avoided by a 
previous understandiug between us; which, 
had you wished it, might even have taken 
place after I had reversed your decree 
against the butcher ; and nothing but a de- 
termined spirit of revenge could have in- 
duced you to go the lengths you did, in for- 
cing the old dyer to complain against me in 
open Durbar." 

" Why, my lord, I really don't comprehend 
what sort of an understanding could have 
been made between us. If you mean I should 
receive one hundred rupees from a petition- 
er, and decide in his favour, and then give 
you two hundred not to reverse my decree, 
mine would not be a very profitable si- 
tuation." 
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^^ But the half would content me.^ 

** Agreed ; if you consent to give me half 
of your peculations in rerenue affairs.^' 

^^ No, no ! that will not do either ; but we 
must hit upon some plan at a future time : 
at present we are met to consider what steps 
must be taken so as to keep our places ; for 
I fear those cowardly rascals, the astrono* 
mers, will betray us.'' 

" Surely, Deewan, they would not venture 
to confess a bribe ?" 

** Nor w'dl they : we shall be accused of 
exercising the most cruel treatment to com- 
pel their obedience to our wishes ; but what 
could have induced you to attempt thwarting 
my plans ?" 

" Did not you mortify me by sending an 
order, instead of making a personal applica* 
tion to me ; and did not you deprive me of. 
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the favour I ahoutd have reaped from the 
Nuwab's hands by producing the fair lady, 
who vas mine by a fair and honest bargain, 
made ere you had set eyes upon her, or ere 
you heard of her being in existence ?" 

" Surely this was excusable ? You were 
already in power, whilst I was striving to 
regain my lost honours." 

'* I differ from you there, my lord ; a bar- 
gain once made should stand good." 

*' Then blame the Arab Captain, not me." 

" You were the cause ; you were the 
tempter." 

" Well, say no more ; but let us to the 
point, Cotwall. How can we save our feet 
from the bastinado, or escape punishment 
altogether ?" 

"By getting the astronomers punished in 
our stead." 



J 



188 THE ZENANA. 



ti 



Ay, that is the very thing ; but how is 
that to be done ?" 

" Exasperate the Nuwab agamst them, ere 
they appear before him ; hint that such pre- 
tensions to learning should be checked ; and, 
in short, propose the bastinado, as the only 
remedy for ignorance and insolence."" 

" Excellent plan, Cotwall ; I will do as you 
advise : and the moment the order is out of 
the Nuwab's mouth, have your police men 
ready to seize the fellows, before they have 
time to say a word ; and once out of court, 
I will provide against their ever coming into 
it again.''' 

" At any rate, they shall not walk to it ; 
for, by the holy Prophet ! their feet shall be 
beaten to a jelly. Let your people be equally 
on the alert.*" 

" Doubt it not, Cotwall.'' 
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" Then is our business finished ; may Hea- 
ven preserve you, Deewan !" 
" Angels guard you, Cotwall \^ 
Thus parted two men, who entertained 
towards each other the most implacable ha- 
tred and ill will ; men who had never before 
agreed on any subject whatever, and now 
were reduced by necessity, and the similarity 
of their situations only, to be for once of the 

The morning came, and the astronomers 
were dragged before the angry Nuwab, whose 
ear the Deewan failed not to have previously 
obtained. At the lower end of the hall 
stood the Cotwall and his myrmidons; 
fronting several of the guards of the Durbar, 
under the orders of the minister. " J^et the 
leaders of the rabble, who call themselves 
astroDomera, be brought forth !" cried the 
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Nuwab; juid immediately tbe Biahmin, 
and tbe misenihlp Agib stood before the 
musoud. 

^^ What have jou to say in your defence, 
you miseraUe blockheads ?^' asked the Nu- 
wab; '^^how can you reconcile the marked 
diffisrence of your answers to the questiims 
yesterday put to you 1^ 

Ibn-aUAgib, ever striving for precedence^ 
first made answer, saying; ^^ Indeed, your 
highness, the answer I made was deduced 
from my books, in the study of which I 
have devoted my whole life.^ 

** And this you swear ?" 

" I swear, by the Prophet P 

^^ And I swear by the Prophet, you are a 
consummate blockhead not to have made 
better use of your time ; and wiU teach you 
to be more learned ere you venture to pur- 
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sue your trade. Away with him ! and let 
him have one hundred stripes on the soles of 
his feet." 

The Cotwall's harpies darted on their vic- 
tim, like tigers on their prey ; and bore him 
away without a chance of his being able 
to utter a single word. The Nuwab then 
turned to the Brahmin, whilst Moye-ed-din 
stood the picture of anxiety and alarm ; for 
neither he nor the Cotwall had calculated 
on the sentence being passed, first upon one, 
and then upon the other ; he therefore 
feared tlie Brahmin, knowing the fate of his 
fellow astronomer, would doubtless not he- 
sitate to implicate him. He conjectured 
right; the Guru not only heard the order 
for punishment pronounced upon poor Agib, 
hut he heard the effect thereof; the screamy 
and agonizing yell of the unfortunate man, 




192 THE ZENAKA. 

resounding through the hall. When, there- 
fore, the Brahmm was called upon, he thus 
replied: 

^^May it please your highness, I was 
summoned to the palace of your minister, 
previous to the assembling of the astro- 
nomers; and the Deewan in person order- 
ed me to decide as I have done. I at first 
refused, and begged and prayed not to be 
expected thus to stain my character and 
profession ; but the Deewan threatened ruin 
and double taxation, expulsion, and starva- 
tion, if I refuse^ t%act as he should direct. 
My lord, I dared not do otherwise." 
. ^^ And did my minister dictate to you the 
answers you gave ?" 

" No, my lord,'' 

*^ What then were your instructions ?'' 

Moye-ed-din here arose, saying, " I trust 
your highness will allow me to explain in 
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private what were my wishes, and rest as- 
sured they tended to the ad van cement of 
your interest alone." 

' So be It, Moye-ed-din," said the Nuwab ; 
f ^* and I hope I shall this time see reason 
[,tD be satisfied with your conduct; let the 
Brahmin however 6rst commit to writing 
K^tiie instruction he received fl-om you, and if 
[ they tally with your explanation, I may be 
f inclined to credit your aesertions." 

The Brahmin wrote the very words of the 
Deewan, and was then desired to depart. 
I ,Moy©-ed-din gave the required explanation, 
I .which the Nuwab perceiving agreed with the 
' Brahmin's written pa]»er, expressed himself 
satisfied, and granted the Deewan permis- 
sion to retire. At the gates of the palace 
he was met by the Cotwail, and mutual con- 
gratulations passed on their lucky escape. 
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*^ Ajib;' said the CotwaD, " has had it 
soundly, I assure you ; and no one ever so 
richly deserved it.'' 

** Indeed he was a sad scoundrel !" ob- 
served Moye-ed-din ; ** and the Brahmin is 
just as bad, and would have ruined me if he 
could." 

" What ingratitude !" exclaimed the Cot- 
wall. " I hope now, my lord, we shall be 
better friends than heretofore." 

^^That depends upbn the understanding 
we may come to, Cotwall; but this is no 
place to talk on such matters, so adieu ; and 
let us both beware how we again tamper 
with astronomers." 

These able officers of state here separated, 
and we must now leave them to the ful- 
filment of their understandings with each 
other, and proceed to relate other events 
of importance. 
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About three months after the transactiona 
just related, the Deewan was Bitting in his 
dressing room, awaiting the appearance of 
Buxoo the barber, somewhat astonished at 
his want of punctuality, when at last in 
he came sobbing, and wiping his blood- 
stained face with tlie tail of his coat. 

" Why, how now, Buxoo !" cried the Dee- 
wan. — " What is the matter ? You have 
been fighting, I perceive : come, let me know 
the whole history." 
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" Oh I my lord," sobbed the barber, 
" never was a civil man so cruelly treated. 
I must have justice, my lord; and hope for 
your protection and support.**' 

** Well, well ! I grant it you, on condition 
you will be quick in your tale." 

" Why, my lord, as I was coming past the 
palace of the Nuwab, I perceived a strange 
looking fellow, a Persian, I think he was, 
staining and gaping up at the upper apart- 
ments of the Zenana. Oh ! thought I, this 
man little knows were the Captain of the 
Rajpoot-Guard to see him, what a scrape 
he would get into ; and considering he was 
a stranger, I went up to him with one of my 
best bows, saying, * Sir, sir ! you must not 
stand here y* upon which seizing his sword 
he struck me over the face with the hilt 
of it, and has, I verily believe, knocked 
half a dozen teeth down my throat ! Well, 
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my lord, when I recovered from the surjirize, 
and looked up, the stranger was no where 
to be seen ; so I went home, where I have 
been this half hour endeavouring to staunch 
the blood from the wound the fellow gave 
me on the side of my head." 

"And have you not again seen him, 
Buxoo?'' 

" I have, my loid ; for in my way hither, 
I espied two men walking very fast, and 
discovered one to be the savage Persian, and 
the other to be Mhadeo Guru, the Brahmin 
astronomer," 

" Hah ! indeed, Buxoo, this is strange ; 
we must investigate this business; in the 
meantime dress my beard, for the sun is risen 
and the Durbar is open." 

The barber did as he was desired, and 
took his leave depending on the promises of 

s master for redress. 
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The Deewan penetnled deeper into the 
drcumstmoe of the Penijai*s appearance 
before the pfhue, dian did poor Buxoo, who 
had leisure onlj to think of the blow he had 
received, and the means of obtaining redress. 
The appearance of the P^^ian immediately 
before the roof which contained his fair 
country-woman, could not fail creating a 
suspicion of a connection between them. 
How or in what manner the Brahmin could 
assist them, was a mystery the Deewan could 
not fathom ; but he entered into a long 
debate with himself, whether it would not be 
to his interest to aid the Persian in his 
attempts, which, doubtless, were the escape 
of the lady. By aiding him, I may be dis- 
covered ; but there is an equal chance of 
not being found out, if I manage things 
properly ; and if I succeed, shall get rid of 
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a troublesome woman, who lias allowed me 
no peace since her arrival. I procured her 
for the Nuwab, and it seems am to be an- 
swerable for all her whims and caprices. It 
is clear I shall have no rest, as long as she 
remains. On the other hand, if I thwart 
the plans of the Persian, I get the thanks of 
the Nuwab, and double locks on the door of 
the Zenana: now the thanks of the Nuwab 
I do not much value; but the double locks 
will entail upon me double anxiety, without 
a chance of the cause being ever removed. 
After deep consideration on the subject, 
Moye-ed-din determined on lending his as- 
sistance to the Persian. Having laid his 
plans, his next step was to procure a meet- 
ing with the Perwnn, but not daring to trust 
a servant, determined, when the shades of 
night enveloped the city, to proceed in dis- 



300. 

guise to the Brahmin^s bcu9e. He accord- 
ingly provided himself with a Persian black 
woollen cap, a dagger, and Persian shoes, 
concluding the man whom he wished to see 
would the more readily be inclined to con- 
verse with a person apparently from his own 
country, than with a native of Hindostan. 
Not knowing where to find the Brahmin's 
house, however, he was constrained to defer 
his visit until the following night, in the ex- 
pectation of gaining the necessary intelli- 
gence from the much-aggrieved Bnxoo in 
the morning. 

The barber appeared at the accustomed 
hour on the following morning, and failed 
not to urge his request, that the Persian 
might be punished for the unwarrantable 
assault he had committed on him, the most 
civil of all men. 
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"Where is he to be found, Buxoo?" 
enquired the Deewan. 

" At the Brahmin's house, niy lord." 

*' And where does he live ?" 

"A long way off; hut not bo far, my 
lord, as to be out of the reach of your 
power ; he lives in an obscure comer, near 
the river, by the gate leading to the Broach 

'^ A small cottage, surrounded by plantain 
trees ?" 

" The same, my lord." 

" I have often remarked it, when ridin" 
that way ; but, Buxoo, I fear it will be im- 
possible to punish the Persian." 

" Impossible .' my lord ? Are your sub- 
jects to have their teeth forced down their 
diroats for being too civil ? are we to "^ 

" Well, well, Buxoo, I grant that you have 
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been ill used ; but circumstances require you 
should give up all idea of having the Per- 
sian punished; so let me hear no more on 
the subject." 

Poor Buxoo, who had been boasting to all 
his friends how his proximity to the Dee- 
wan would be the means of his obtaining 
redress, heard the decided determination of 
Moye-ed-din with a very grave look of min- 
gled anger and disappointment, and finished 
his business without saying another word. 

The Nuwab daily visited the fair Persian, 
who now seemed to be more cheerful, and 
often attended to hear the tales of the other 
ladies of the Zenana ; and actually related 
one herself. The Nuwab perceived the 
change with delight, and fancied he was 
certain of a favourable answer at the end of 
the year; to the completion of which only 
two months were now wanting. Every wish 
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of the lady was anticipated by the enamoured 
Nunab, whose attentions towards her were 
redoubled since the blessed change which 
had taken place. He cursed the astrologers 
night and day, saying, "jbut for those igno- 
rant blockheads the lady would long ago 
have been my wife." Whilst entertaining 
dreams of future bliss, he little imagined 
that the man who had furnished him with 
so much beauty, was now actually meditating 
to wrest her from him ; but so it was, fur 
Moye-ed-din's restless spirit, ever planning 
fresh schemes for his own ease and comfort, 
foresaw, at the expiration of the year, fresh 
troubles and vexations. 

At the hour of eleven, when darkness 
covered the earth, the Deewan, dressed as a 
Persian, destrended his private stair-case, and 
proceeded by back ways and obscure alleys 
to the residence of the Brahmin. Tlie night 
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was peculiarly dark and gloomy ; a few stars 
were alone visible in the heavens, and a thick 
fog was gathering all around. Not a soul 
did he meet in his way, not a sound did he 
hear, save the anging of some dancing girls 
at a distance, and the beating of their mo- 
notonous puck-waz.* He tapped at the 
Brahmin'^s door ; no answer being given, he 
repeated the knock ; still no notice was taken 
by the inhabitants of the cottage ; at length 
he ventured to cry out, in an under tone, 
"Mharaj! Ho, Mharaj f Oh, Bramin! open 
the door, brother;*" and many other such 
insinuating expressions, but the door still 
remained shut. At length he made a dis- 
covery, which most satisfactorily accounted 
for the door not being opened from within ; 

* A small, oval-shaped drum^ the invariable accom- 
paniment of the songs of the dancing girls. 
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namely, thnt it was fastened without, having 
a strong chain and padlock at the bottom of 
it, against which his foot accidentally struck. 
So then, thought the Deewan, I have had 
all this trouble for nothing ; the houst is 
uninhabited, after all. Turning to retrace 
his steps homewards, he fancied he saw the 
figure of a man glide through the plantain 
trees by which the house was surrounded ; 
but as the darkness of the night was such as 
to warrant doubting his own senses, he was 
very readily inclined to believe himself mis- 
taken, and continued to walk on at a brisk 
pace. Passing under a mango tree, to his 
confusion and astonishment, something fell 
upon him, which he perceived to be a large 
fishing net. He had scarcely time to reflect, 
ere a number of men started from behind 
some shrubs, and pulling the ends of the net. 
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made him their prisoner, in spite of all his 
endeavours to extricate himself ; a torrent of 
abuse was heaped upon him by several rough 
voices, and he was thrown upon the ground, 
wallowing in the meshes of the fishing net. 
Presently he found himself raised from the 
earth, and dangling to a branch of the mango 
tree, his heels being ccminderably higher than 
his head. He was beginning to bellow out, 
when his face was enveloped in a dirty cloth, 
which, covering his mouth, effectually pre- 
vented his giving vent to his woes. He 
imagined he was to be left in this predica- 
ment the whole night, and that no further 
violence was intended ; but he was soon 
undeceived in this idea, by feeling the sharp 
application of a rattan on his posteriors, 
which made him writhe in agony, and swing 
himself to and fro, till he was nearly sick. 
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The most abusive expressions followed each 
stroke of the cane ; and he fancied, nay, was 
convinced, he recognized one of the voices : 
but were he ever so inclined to declare him- 
self, the cloth around his mouth completely 
prevented his uttering a word. 

" We will teach you to give yourself airs 
in this city, my fine fellow," said one of the 
men ; " fetch another cane here ; nay, stay ; 
bring me that bundle of leathern straps. 
Ah, these are the things !" So saying, they 
were quickly applied to the thorough sore 
breach of poor Moye-ed-din, who could only 
groan inwardly, and curse his unfortunate 
stars, which had led him into such a scrape. 

The rope by which he was suspended at 
length broke, or gave way, and down he 
tumbled on the hard ground, with a violence 
which almost broke bia back. The assailants 
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having contented themselves with kicking 
and pelting him with clods of earth, nearly 
as hard as stones, set up a loud laugh, and 
left him to his fate. Like the lion in the 
fable, gladly would the truly wretched Moye- 
ed-din have availed himself of the teeth of 
the mouse to extricate him from the folds of 
the fishing net ; in vain did he attempt to 
break the meshes or find a hole, through 
which he might Qreep; at last, after hard and 
continued stniggling, he succeeded in releas- 
ing his arms, and recollecting his dagger, 
contrived to draw it, and soon cut through 
his prison. Removing the cloth from his 
mouth, he once more breathed freely the air 
of heaven. Before he recommenced his jour- 
ney homewards, he wished to rest awhile ; 
but, alas, on attempting to sit down, he so 
sensibly experienced the consequences of his 
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flogging, that he was compelled to abandon 
all idea of obtaining rest in that positiwn. To 
add to his embarrassment, one of his high- 
heeled slippers had somehow or other disap- 
peared, and baffled all his attempts at re- 
covering it; he was therefore compelled to 
hobble home with only one shoe, suffering, 
as may be imagined, most seTerely from the 
effects of the rattan and leathern straps. 

It was considerably past two ere he re- 
gained the portal of his private stair-case, 
where all was silent as the grave ; having 
reached his apartment, mortified beyond ex- 
pression, he threw himself upon his couch, 
hoping by the morning to be free from the 
torture he was then- suffering. It will here 
be necessary to explain the above extra- 
rdinary occurrenceB, and for this purpose 
^e reader must bear in mind the vexation 
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and disappointment of Buxoo-bhae, the bar- 
ber, on hearing his master^s determination of 
taking no steps to punish the insolent Persian, 
who had so ungraciously repaid him for his 
friendly warning. The chagrin of the barber 
was so great, that he determined on giving 
vent to it to the first friend he should chance 
to stumble upon ; passing by the shop of a 
leather-cutter, he inquired if his razor-strop 
was ready,' having ordered such an article a 
few days previous. 

" Here it is, Buxoo," said Sheik Chumra, 
the leather-seller, " and I warrant will so 
sharpen your razors, that you could cut the 
throats of all your customers, one after the 
other, without turning their edges." 

" Thank you, brother,^ said the barber, 
^^ but as I am not so wickedly inclined, I 
shall never be able to put your assertion to 
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tlie proof ; there is one fellow, however, I 
wish I had him in my tlutches, — that's all, — 
I wish I could get him, by Allah ! — well, no 
matter, I suppose I must submit to be knock- 
ed down for nothing" 

" Knocked down ! brother Buxoo :" who 
has dared to treat you thus? You, one of 
our oldest and most respectable inhabitants !'" 
Buxoo related the history of the assault com- 
mitted by the Persian, and the impossibility 
of obtaining redress ; upon which Sheik 
Chumra, lifting up his eyes, said, " is it pos- 
aible that a rascally Sheah should thus dare 
to treat a good and religious Suni ? The act 
cries for vengeance ; brother, we must not let 
it pass in silence; our characters, our reli- 
gion, demands retaliation, and if we cannot 
obtain redress, must take the law into our 
own hands : I will aid you with all my 
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heart. Buxoo, we will teach the fellow to' 
respect the inhabitants of Surat, not to in- 
sult them.** 

Sheik Chumra was a most zealous and 
bigoted Suni, and bore a most mortal hatred 
to all Mahommedans of the opposite per- 
suasion. Buxoo, well aware of this, hesitated 
not to inform him of the injuries he had sus- 
tained ; he was delighted at the warmth with 
which the leather-cutter espoused his cause, 
and expressed himself ready to adopt any 
plan his friend might suggest. 

" Where does the villain lodge, Buxoo ?"* 

" Oh, I know where to find him ; he has 
taken up his abode at the Brahmin astrono- 
mer\ in the day-time, but leaves about mid- 
night ; where he then goes, I know not.*" 

*' This is fortunate, Brother Buxoo ; we 
will lie in ambush for him, and give him such 
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a drubbing as he perhaps nevtr e\periL-nced 
Iwfore, or will again, in the whole course of 
his life." 

" But how can this be done ? two of us 
are not sufficient." 

" Let me alone, Buxoo ; I know of some 
fellows who will aid us ; my trade often 
makes me acquainted with the dispositions 
of my customers, as yours does. See you 
that 63bing net in yon corner ? it is sent to 
me for new leathern thongs and straps, and 
the owners of it will be here presently, and 
ihese fellows will undertake to beat the Sheah 
to a mummy for a few rupees and a bottle 
of liquor.'" 

" Will they, indeed, Sheik Chumra ? I will 
pay them handsomely, depend on it. — Knock- 
ed down, indeed, as if I were a worm — -a 
reptile l-r-l can't bear to think of it." 
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*^ Nor I9 brother: you shall have revenge, 
rely upon it. Here come the fishermen ; leave 
me to settle the business, and remain silent, 
until they are gcme." 

Suffice it to say, that the fishermen con- 
sented to assist in the affair; and that they 
did so with success we have already seen, 
making only a slight mistake, in beating 
the prime minister instead of the vagabond 
Persian: this, however, was no affair of 
theirs; they pounced upon whoever was 
pointed out to them by the barber and his 
friend the leather-man, who, however, to be 
sure of their prey, remmned for some time 
watching the door of the Brahmin^s house, 
and not seeing any one either come in, or go 
out, began to be afraid their plan would mis- 
carry, when, to their joy, they beheld the ill- 
starred Moye-ed-din knock at the cottage 
door. That they might be certain it was 
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indeed their victim, Buxoo sneaked amongst 
the plantain trees, and catching a view of the 
high, black, woollen cap, which tlie unhappy 
Moye-ed-din had placed upon his head, ran 
back to his friend, informing him it was the 
Persian himself, the very man. The path 
being narrow, they knew their victim must 
pass under the mango tree, and Buxoo sug- 
gested the plan of securing him in the net, 
which had been brought with the intention 
only of rolling up the Persian therein, 
after he should have been chastised, in the 
hi^ of exposing him to the ridicule of the 
fishermen and passengers on the following 
morning. 

Having, as we have seen, succeeded in 
catching a man, and beaten him, Buxoo hand- 
somely rewarded the fishermen, and desiring 
them to disperse, with his friend, the leather- 
cutter, retraced his steps homewards. The 
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barber, as usual, attended at the Deewan's 
palace, where he waited a full hour ere he 
was summoned, wondering what could be the 
cause of such unusual delay. The sun being 
risen, and the Durbar open, he ventured to 
tap at the door of his master'^s chamber, but 
receiving no answer, gently opened it, think- 
ing there could be no harm in just taking a 
peep. What was his astonishment and dis- 
may at beholding the Deewan fast asleep, 
nnd in the middle of the room a Persian'^s 
turban. The Deewan, moving in his bed, 
the alarmed barber shut the door, and silently 
sneaked down stairs, refusing to give any 
answers to the questions of the servants con- 
cerning their master. Unabk to contain his 
fears, he repaired to his friend, the leather- 
cutter, before whom he stood breathless with 
fright. 
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" What now, Buxoo !" inquired Sheik 
Chumra ; " has the Persian knocked you 
down a second time ? I should think we had 
p.ven him employment enough for a day 
or two, at least, if it is only to cure his 
sores." 

" By Allah, and the twelve Iraaums ! Sheik 
Chumra, we have flogged ihe Deewan him- 
self." 

" Why, Buxoo, you are deranged !" 

" In troth, enough to make me so;— Oh, 
that ever I should have flogged the prime 
minister !" 

" Explain, brother, I pray you ; and keep 
me no longer in suspense." 

Buxoo related aU he. had witnessed, and 
the Deewan not rising at the usual hour, con- 
flrmed him, he said, in the opinion that it 
was certainly him whom tfiey had so unraer- 

TOL. I. L 
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cifully chastiaed ; ^^ and fool that I was,^ con- 
tinued Buxoo, ^^ I must needs open my mouth 
to abuse him, whilst you were laying on your 
leathern thongs. He must have heard and 
recognized my voice/* 

'^ Brother Buxoo^ this, if it be the case, is 
indeed a very sad business ; but I do hope 
you may be mistaken. I rather should be 
inclined to account for the black, woollen, 
Persian cap in another way, for probably the 
Persian has visited the Deewan, and com- 
plained to him of the treatment he has under- 
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Oh, Shiek Chumra ! but thecap? He would 
not have left that behind him ; and you can- 
not suppose he is sleeping in the same room 
\vith the Deewan." 

" Why, truly brother, I am at a loss to 
imagine how the case really is : but ivhether 
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we have beaten the Deewan, or the Persian, 
one thing is Decessary to be observed. 
" What ?" — " Silence." 
"But the Deewan must have recognised 
my voice." 

" Rely on it he has too mui^ prudence to 
open his lips on the subject ; if he has been 
flogged, his dignity will never suffer him to 
confess it. Gio hack, and dress his beard in 
curls, aud your own countenance in inno- 
cency." 

" But should he tax me with the ailair ?" 

" Deny it."—" It will not avail me." 

" Then confess it." — " That will ruin 



" Then do as you please. All I know is, 

if we have beaten the minister it is a capital 

joke, and should be entered in the annals of 

the time in which we live." 
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" Ah, brother ! it is all very well for you 
to jest, whose voice the Deewan never has 
heard ; but he hears my chattering tongue 
every day of his life, and cannot be mis- 
taken." 

" Well, Buxoo, make the best of a bad 
business ; I must to my own affairs, go you 
to yours, and God preserve you !'* So saying, 
he quietly began to cut his leather, and spake 
not another word. The distressed Buxoo 
repaired to the palace, where he learned the 
Deewan had not yet arisen : " 'Twas him," 
said the barber, talking to himself, " 'twas 
him, without doubt.'^ 

" ''Twas who ?"' enquired the Jemmidar of 
the Guard. 

" Oh ! nothing. Sir, nothing ! no, it was 
not him ; it could not be." 

" Not who ?"" 
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" Why, I thought] Sir, 1 met a man just 
now, whom I remembered to liave seen be- 
fore. That is all, Sir ; but it was not him." 

A messenger now came from the upper 
apartments, desiring an hircarrah to fetch the 
doctor, and Buxoo seeing no probability of 
liis services being required, quietly walked 

The unhappy Moye-cd-din obtained no 
sleep until it was about the usual hour of 
awaking, and so disturbed were his slumbers, 
that when at a late hour he did awake, he 
found himself restless and feverish, and in no 
ways refreshed from his short night's rest ; he 
was sore and stiff in every joint ; his back in- 
deed had received a severe bruise, which con- 
fined him to one position, and completely 
prevented his attempting to quit his bed. 
that day at least. The first thing which 
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met bis eye was the unlucky cause of alt 
his sufferings, namely, the Persian turban; 
which, ere he summoned lui attendant, he 
was particularly anxious to remove : how to 
reach it, however, was a matter of no small 
difficulty, and when obtained, what to do 
with it was equally puzzling to the wretched 
Deewan. At last he remembered his sword, 
which stood at the head of his couch, and 
reaching it, with great pain and many a 
severe twitch, he brought the fatal cap to 
the bed'*s side. Fatigued with the exertion, 
he lay pondering how he should best conceal 
it, and not being able to arise, and place it 
in his wardrobe, he laid it by his side, co- 
vering himself with his pullung posh. * 
Somewhat composed, and congratulating 
himself with the idea no one had seen the 

* Coverlid. 
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woollen cjip in the middle of the rocmi, he 
called to an attendant, and desired he would 
summon the doctor. 

"And the barber, my lord?" said the ser- 
vant : "he hag been here these two houra.^ 

"Curse his impudence!" muttered the 
Deewan to himself; whilst in a loud and 
angry voice he said; *' the doctor. Sirrah, I 
desired you to send to me." The man 
bowed, and retired to obey his orders. 

The city of Surat contained two Hu- 
keems,* celebrated not for their learning, but 
for their ignorance ; and unlike the astrono- 
mers, who never agreed upon any one point, 
they invariably maintained the same opinions, 
applied the same remedies, and demanded 
the same fees. Had either of these sages pos- 
sessed a jot more wit than the other, 
■ Doctors. 
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ever, this unanimity would never have ex«r 
isted ; their ignorance aksoe cesoented Uieir 
friendship. 

As it was, however, impossible that two 
stars of equal magnitude could diine in the 
same hemisphere, one of these able physi- 
cians considered himself superior, and was 
allowed to take {precedence of the other. 
The name of this fortunate man was Syud 
Nahil,* and that of his brother doctor, Hu- 
keem Jihil-t The former obtained the ge- 
neral assent to his claims of precedence, be- 
cause he attended in the Moghul Serai, and 
visited all the rich Mahommedans who re* 
sided therein; whilst the latter practised 
chiefly in the bazaar and environs. In diffi- 
cult cases, these wise men scrupled not to 
call in each other's assistance, not that any 
* Stupidity. t Ignorance. 
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great benefit accrued from this additional 
fund of ignorance ; but such a step was often 
resorted to for the satisfaction of the patient, 
who, as patients often do, would imagine two 
heads to be better than one; and much 
oftener was the measure adopted for the 
sake of putting a fee into each of their 
pockets. 

It happened that, on the morning when 
medical aid was required by the minister, 
Hukeem Jihil had occasion to call upon 
Syud Nahil, at his residence in the Moghul 
Serai, on professional business, where the 
following dialogue took place: — 

" Dumagh Chak Ust ?"* enquired the 

bazaar doctor, upon entering the apartment 

of the more fashionable empiric; "Indeed 

•"Ib your brain Bounil?'' A Persian mode of 
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I never was bettar in my life, my worthy 
friend, what news bring you ?** 

** Why, truly Syud, if that a patient is 
about to die be bad news, then mine is 
melancholy intelligence indeed, for die he 
must.'' 

^' Ah, brother Jihil ! I fear you mean poor 
Ibn-al-Agib : have the stars decided against 
him?'' 

^^Alas! he has not been aUe to apply 
to them, but has consulted me these three 
months; and my answer is far from fa- 
vourable to him." 

" But you have not been so unwise as 
to tell him so ?" 

" I think I know my business better, 
Syud. Would I be so hard-hearted as to tell 
my patient he must die ? ' 
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"No, brother; nor so fool-hardy, either ; 
because you know there would then be an 
end of your fees." 

" I considered all these things, brother, 
rely upon it." 

" Oh I you are to good, brother Hukeem. 
But seriously, have you no hopes of his 
recovery ?" 

" None whatever ; yet there may be a 
chance if you will lend me your aid." 

" Name it, I shall be most happy." 

" Amputation." 

" Amputation ! brother Hukeem. No, no ! 
that may kill, but cannot cure ; and then, 
when the patient dies what will the world 
say ? — why truly that we killed him by 
sawing off his leg, which otherwise would 
have got quite well. No, no, brother .' think 
not of such uncertain means. I positively 
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win have nothing to do with amputation. 
Let it go on as it is.^ 

** It is mortifying by inches." 

" So let it ; and when he dies the people 
will not blame us, but the bastinado."" 

** Sound judgment, brother Syud ; that 
thought never struck me.** 

** To be sure, 'tis the only way. The original 
cause of the wound, malady, or distemper, 
must then be blamed, not the doctors, who are 
only called in to attempt healing the eflFects 
thereof. When your patient dies, therefore, 
shake your head ; but mind, don't you fiOi.'^ the 
bastinado caused his death, or probably I 
shall have to administer to you on the same 
occasion. Let the people say or think as they 
like, and should they be beaten for their 
imprudence, why the more work for us." 

" Sound judgment, excellent advice, Syud. 
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To be sure it is the only way : why I was 
called in the other day to cure a woman 
who was bitten by a cat. You know I 
always had a horror of a cat, and therefore 
shuddered on perceiving the effects of that 
vile animars btte. I could have probably 
cured my patient by cutting out the part 
affected, or by applying caustic ; but had 
I proceeded thus, and the woman died, what 
would have been the consequence? Why, 
people would have said I was worse than 
the cat : so in the present instance you will 
be considered worse than the rattan." 

" Sound, very sound, brother ! You are 
rigVit, as you always are." 

" I should have been nicknamed and 
hooted. Indeed, even now the boys, from my 
horror of cats, call me BiUee* Hukeem." 



' HinduBtoni for a cat. 
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" Sound, very sound !*" 

^^Wbat is sound? Is it sensible in the 
multitude to cast opprobious names on our 
profession ?^ 

^' Scandalous, very scandalous ! I would 
have them punished^ brother Syud ; but did 
the woman die ?^ 

'< No, but she was ill a long time ; and 
being pregnant when the accident happened, 
was delivered of a child, with the print of 
a cat^s head upon its breast.^ 

" Why, you dotft say so ?'^ 

" Yes, but I do though. Well, no one 
blamed me, they blamed the cat.^ 

" And very justly, brother. I will con- 
tinue to plaster on poor Agib's leg. No 
cutting ; no, no ; I see that won't do.** 

Here the learned doctors were interrupted 
by the arrival of the Deewan^s messenger; 
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who in haste summoned Syud Nfhil to the 
palace. 

" God preserve us!' cried the Sjud; 
" the Deewan sick ! I come : — tell him I 
will fly." 

The messenger departed, and old Hukeem 
Jihil took the opportunity of whispering to 
his brother doctor, not to forget him ; a fee 
would be very acceptable. 

" Rely on it I will not forget you, Hukeem ; 
that is, if circumstances warrant my calling 
you in. Therefore, remain here, in case you 
should be wanted." 

" ' In case,' brother ! I don't understand 
you ; why, if the Deewan is sick he mvst have 
two doctors ; not but wJiat I confess, in 
reality, one of your skill and ability would 
be quite sufficient. But for his honour, and 
our profit, you know T' 
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" Well, well ! I will send for you without 
fail ; but I must be off; the case admits not 
of delay." So saying, he rudied from the 
house, running through the streets, hooted 
by the boys, who shouted after him, as usual, 
" Billee Hukeem !" The urgency of the busi- 
ness, and the rank of his pati^it, prevented 
his noticing the insuk ; and proceeding in 
the rapid style in which he had first set 
out, he soon reached the palace, and was ad- 
mitted to the bed-side of his patient. 

" Heaven preserve you, my lord ! Woe is 
me that I should see this day ! May I inquire 
the cause of this calamity. The whole city 
mourns on the occasion. May Allah grant 
me a double portion of skill on this melan- 
choly event !*' 

" Come hither, Syud,'' said Moye-ed-din ; 
** I have received a severe bruise.** 
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"Bruise, my lord! where, where?" So 
saying, he quickly turned dowTi the coverlid, 
but hastily retreated, exclaiming, with a face 
of horror, surprising to all around him, " By 
Allah ! a black cat ! For heaven's sake, my 
lord, have it removed ; if it has bitten you 
I dread to think of the consequences." The 
Deewan could not conceive what could be 
the meaning of this stratige exclamation, 
which proceeded from the lips of the doctor: 
he almost began to think a cat had indeed 
crawled into his bed ; and feeling about, dis- 
covered the black woollen Persian cap, which, 
for want of a more convenient place, he had, 
it will be remembered, tucked under his side. 
Half angry with the doctor, and vexed with 
himself, he cried, " Psha ! doctor ; are you 
mad ? There is no cat ; and if there was, what 
harm would it do you ?" So saying, he slid the 
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cap under the pillow, and the doctor once 
more approached. The servants being de- 
sired to quit the room, the Deewan recom- 
menced his history of the bruise. The Syud, 
after hearing once more, begged to be truly 
informed whether there was not a cat in the 
bed, looked grave, and said, " A bruise, my 
lord, is, of all other things, the most danger- 
ous accident which can befal a man : it often 
occasions — '" 

" DonH tell me what it occasions ; I know 
that better than you can tell me. I want 3'ou 
to cure what it occasions — which is pain and 
misery.*" 

" With your permission, my lord, I was 
about to say, that pain and misery were 
trifles, compared with the consequences in- 
cidental to bruises. Pain and misery are 
only the beginning : but as I see you are un- 
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willing to hear me on the subject, may I ask 
how the accident happened ?" 

" No, you may not ask any| such imperti- 
nent questions; but apply a remedy, without 

" The remedy, my lord> must be pro|Tor- 
tionate to the disease : for instance — were I 
to apply the same remedy for a bruise occa- 
sioned by a fall down stairs, as I would fur 
a bruise occasioned by a fall from a horse, 
I should be acting most ignorantly and most 
unskilfully. The same remedies won't do, my 
lord. But as yours is a serious case, I must, 
with your jiermission, call in my Brother Jihil, 
ere I proceed to examine the part affected." 

" Call who you will, but be quick. Give 
me your remedy, and not your prattle — that 
ia all I desire." 

The Syud called to an attendant, and di 
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sired him to summon the Hukeem, who would 
be found at his house, in the Moghul Serai. 
Seating himself by the bed-side of his patient, 
he spoke not another word until the arrival of 
his brother ignoramus was announced. 

No sooner had Hukeem Jihil entered the 
room, than the Syud addressed him, saying, 
** I have summoned you, brother, in a very 
difficult case, wherein I am averse to act 
alone :— our noble patient has complained of 
a severe bruise, and I have informed him 
that the proper remedies cannot be applied, 
until we know how, and in what manner, the 
accident happened, because, you know, a 
bruise, though it be a bruise, differs in its 
appearance, and extent of injury done, ac- 
cording to the manner in which the said 
bruise originated. For instance — ^you, as well 
as myself, know that a bruise occasioned by 
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B fall from a horse, and one occasioned by 
a fall down stairs, are two very diiFerent 
things; and require, of course, different reme- 
dies. There is likewise, you know, a wide 
difference between a bruise expected, and one 
unexpected ; that is, if a man know he is 
about to fall, he will naturally expect to be 
bruised, and prepare himself for it ; but this 
he cannot do when totally unprepared for 
the accident : as for instance — his foot slip- 
ping from a ladder, a blow from a stick, or 
(here the Deewan groaned) a fall from a tree; 
for these reasons, therefore, I say we are 
warranted in demanding the manner in 
which our noble patient met with his ac- 
radent." 

" Sound ! brother Syud, very sound ! very 
excellent judgment ! We must indeed, my 
lord, know how the bruise originated 
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" Well then, if you must know," said the 
impatient Deewan, ^< it was occasioned by a 
fall from a tree.*** 

" A fall from a tree !" exclaimed both the 
doctors. 

" Yes, do not I tell you it was a fall 
from a tree I" 

The astonished Hukeem whispered to his 
no less wondering brother ; ** What, in the 
name of the Prophet ! would the prime mi- 
nister be doing up a tree ?" 

" Silence !'* said the Syud in a low tone, 
and turning towards his patient, said, ^^ Well, 
my lord, if any one else had told me so, I 
should have much doubted the truth of 
the assertion, and have been inclined to have 
observed ; * Friend, it is impossible ; prime 
ministers don't climb trees.' '" 



" Will you attend to my bruise, or not ?" 
said the angry Moye-ed-din. 

" Certainly !" exclaimed the learned doc- 
tors. " Turn round, my lord ; stay, we will 
assist you. Gently, brother Hukeem, — there, 
a little more now, — that will do." So saying, 
they bared the Deewan*B shoulders to the 
waist ; Moye-ed-din, closely grasping the 
coverlid over by far the most .seriously 
affected part of his body, considerably below 
the bruise on his back, determined not to 
be questioned. The Syud examined the 
bruise, and shook his head. The Hukeem 
examined it also, and shook his head like- 

" When did this accident happen, ray 
lord ?'" enquired the Syud- 
" Oh ! yesterday evening,'' 
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And were you prepared for the 
bruise ?" 

^^ No ! God knows, quite unprepared for 
any thing of the kind.^ 

*' What^ could he be doing up a tree in 
the evening ?^ said the Syud in a whisper, to 
the HukeenL 

^^ After a cat, perhaps,^ said Jihil ; smo- 
thering a laugh. 

^^ By Allah ! it must be so ; and it was 
a cat I saw in the bed." 

" Oh, my lord I how came you to risk your 
precious life in the pursuit of such reptiles ?^ 
** I tell you, there is no cat in the case,^ 
said the Deewan ; " proceed with your busi- 
ness, and dare not presume to interfere 
with mine." 

" My lord ! your business is now our 
business, and vice versa. Therefore, if by 



THE ZENANA. 541 

knowing the particulars of the case, we can 
better be enabled to effect a cure, surely it 
is natural, as professional, to learn what those 
particulars may be/' 

" Which you shall never learn from me. 
So look ye, dread my anger when I recover, 
if you speak another word on the subject." 

The two doctors simultaneously thrust 
their tongues in their cheeks, and gave each 
other a look, as much as to say, we had 
better not say any more. The Syud touch- 
ed the bruise, and the Hukeem touched the 
bruise ; and both shook their heads. 

" Had you, my lord," said the former, 
"sent for us when this sad accident first 
happened, we might by this time have been 
-able to pronounce you out of danger, as 
we should then have proceeded very differ- 
ently to what we must now do." 

VDL. I. M 
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^< Sound, very sound !^ said the everlast- 
ingly according Hukeem ; ^ we musi proceed 
very differendy." 

'^ I wish I had not called you at all,^' said 
Moye-ed-din. ^ If you canH do me any 
good, say so, and begone about your bu- 
siness/' 

** Why, my lord ! we can do you good, 
for we shall first apply a fomentation oi 
neem leaves, then leeches, then a plaster, 
and then a blister." 

** You mean,^' said the Hukeem, " a blis- 
ter, then a plaster.*" 

'* Ay ay ! that is my meaning of course/' 

" What r cried Moye-ed-din, " all these 
torments for a bruise ?^ 

" Yes, my lord,'' replied both the sages ^ 
" and then—'' 

" What then ?'' 
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" A few ounces of blood from your arm, 
hot water, conjee gruel for a week, gentle 
exercise, and a strong doze of senna every 
day for a fortnight." 

" But not if the fomentation of neem 
leaves has any effect P" inquired the anxious 
Deewan, who never had dosed himself in his 
life. 

"Why," said the Hukeeni, who now 
considered it was his turn to speak ; " it is 
possible the blister may be dispensed with ; 
but the senna, and congee diet, in mv opinion, 
are indispensable." 

" That is exactly my opinion also," said 
the Syud ; " in that case the plaster will 
not be requisite." 

" True brother," observed the Hukeem ; 
" no plaster if no blister ; the one being to 
heal the effects of the other." 




S44 THE ZENANA. 

" But," said the anxious Deewan, *' if all 
faU?" 

" Then, my lord, we have but one more 
remedy;— but one more expedient — ^to re- 
sort to.'' 

'' What is that ?"" 

« Firing !"* 

" By Allah ! if you bring your hot irons 
into this room, you shall both be shorter by 
the head ; so, my learned doctors, just recol- 
lect this. Send for some neem leaves, and 
come to see me to-morrow. Be off! not 
another word will I hear.'' 

So saying, he covered himself up with the 
bed clothes, and the sagacious physicians 
withdrew. 

* A common practice amongst the ignorant and 
unskilful in the medical art. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Nuwab, surprised at the non-attend- 
ance of the Deewan, sent to enquire the 
cause; and understanding he was sick, de- 
termined to visit him in person, desiring, 
however, no parade on the occasion, as he 
should proceed in the most private manner. 
Moye-ed-din, who would gladly have dis- 
pensed with the honour, arranged his apart- 
ment as well as he could, and desired to be 
left in quiet, in order that he might obtain 
some sleep ere the Nuwab made hts 
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pearance. So perplexed was he, however, 
how he stiould account to the Nuwab for the 
accident, which had doubtless reached his 
ears, that little or no sleep visited him, and 
he saw the hour approach without having 
hit upon any story likely to be successful in 
deceiving his master. At last, he thought he 
would say that since his father's death he 
had made it a practice, once in every year, 
to visit his tomb, and that in descending the 
narrow and decayed steps of the vault, his 
foot, owing to the giving way of a stone, 
slipped, and he was precipitated to the bot- 
tom ; having received several severe contu- 
sions in his fall, which, although he had 
imagined were not of very great importance, 
he was informed by the doctors M'ere of a most 
serious nature. This plausible tale, he ima- 
gined, could not fail to satisfy the Nuwab, 
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and therefore looked upon his approaching 
visit with less fear than he had before en- 
tertained. 

The Nuwab made his appearance at the 
Deewan's palace at the appointed time, and 
on the stairs met the two learned doctors, 
who, hearing of the Nuwab's intended visit, 
determined to let him see how high in repute 
they were, by the minister's application to 
them for medical aid. They both bowed to 
the ground, and the Nuwab, turning to 
them said, " Why, how now, most learned 
doctors ! what is the matter with the Dee- 
wan ? 13 he dying ?" 

" Hope not, your highness," said the offi- 
cious Hukeem ; " only a fall." 

" Oh .' a fall, is it ?" said the Nuwab. 

" Yes, your highness, a fall ; fall from a 
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** Fall from a tree ! By Mahomet ! my mi^ 
nister is a more active man than I had any 
idea of ! But what could he be doing up a 
tree ? Well I this is droll hideed ; however, I 
shall soon hear all about it/' Thus saying^ 
he reached the door of the Deewan's apart- 
ment, which being thrown open, he entered, 
exclaiming, " Why Moye-ed-din, what i» 
the name of the Prophet have you been 
doing up the trees? By Allah, I never knew 
such a joke in all my life! Do you want to 
break your neck, man ; or are you turned 
bird-catcher ?" 

Poor Moye-ed-din, once more thwarted in 
his plans, could only hang down his head in 
melancholy silence ; at last he ventured to 
say, " My lord, I do not understand you/* 

" Not understand me ? why I think I speak 
plain enough ; I ask you how you could be 
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SO foolish as to cUtnb trees, fall down, and 
bruise yourself?" 

" Hah, hah ! excuse my laughing, your 
highness ; but I now do understand you. 
I conclude you have seen my two learned 
doctors, and they have given you to under- 
stand I owe my misfortune to tree climbing. 
It is, however, no such thing; the fact is, 
the fellows were so curious to learn how I 
met with my accident, that I determined to 
tell them any story but the right one, and 
thus invented the tree climbing tale, which I 
perceive they are fools enough to believe; 
but to your highness I will rightly relate 
the true state of the case." Here he pro- 
ceeded with his plausible story of the ruined 
tomb of his father, which the Nuwab firmly 
believing, said— 

" Ah ! I thought it was not very hkely yot 
H 5 
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should be jumping up trees like a monkey. 
But I hope nothing serious is likely to hap- 
pen : where is the bruise ?" 

" On my back, your highness, and covered 
over with neem leaves ; and if that won't do, 
I am to have leeches, blisters, and plasters, 
hot water, bleeding, congee, senna, and a 
hundred other things." 

" Why, Moye-ed-din, you will become as 
thin as a rat with all these remedies ; we 
shall not know you again ; your beard made 
alteration enough. But, by the bye, talking 
of beards, your barber has presented a curi- 
ous petition, something about a Persian 
soldier having beaten, or ill-treated him 
somehow or other ; the man's wife came with 
the petition, and so I thought I would let it 
lie a while with other papers, until he should 
himself appear to prosecute the business; 
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but he has never, to my knowleilge, present- 
ed himself at the Durbar. Do you know any 
thing of ihe matter?" 

" I do recollect, your highness, his com- 
plaining to me about the assault ; but as no 
one knew where to 6nd the Persian, or any 
thing about him, — why, it was impossible 
to take any steps in the business. Not sa- 
tisfied with my advice, to wait patiently 
the re-appearance of the Persian, I suppose 
he thought proper to trouble you on the 
subject." 

" I suppose Bo," stud the Nuwab ; " but I 
should not have piud any ■ attention to the 
complaint, but for one curious circumstance 
contained in it, namely, that this Persian 
was stated to be reconnoitering ray palace : 
this is strange, Moye-ed-diu, is it not ? What 
could be his object ?" 
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'^In truth, my lord, I cannot surmise^ 
unless he were admiring its magnificence." 

** I rather am inclined to think the in- 
terior, not the exterior beauties, led him to 
presume to make his observations; — ^but I 
have a more extraordinary tale for you to 
hear." 

« Indeed r 

^^ Ay, indeed; and by which it would seem 
that the barber has again met with the Per- 
sian, and given him so sound a drubbing, 
that I am hourly expecting a complaint on 
his part against the barber; his non-appear- 
ance, and quietly submitting to be beaten, 
confirms me it is not his desire to be caught 
within my walls. Heh, Moye-ed-din, what 
think you ?" 

^^ Indeed, your highness, I am at a loss to 
account for his thus quietly putting up with 
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any outrage that may have been committed 
on him; it certainly looks as if he had no 
good intentions in prying about your palace; 
but how has your highness been able to 
learn that he has really been beaten ?" 

" By a singular chain of circumstances : 
some fishermen were accused of robbery at a 
liquor shop ; the owner of which deposed to 
having seen these men in possession of more 
money than they could have honestly come 
by. The Hshermen, to exculpate themselves 
from the charge of robbery, were urjder the 
necessity of confessing how they had become 
so rich ; and this confession states, that they 
were hired by the barber and the leather- 
cutter, to way-lay a Persian and beat him ; 
which service they performed to the satis- 
faction of their employers, who rewarded 
them handsomely. The barber is no-where 
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to be found to-day, but the leather-cutCer 
we have safe in custody; hoping, by his 
means, to learn where we can find this Per^ 
sian, whom I should very much like to see. 
The leather fellow, however, denies all 
knowledge of the affiiir, but the fishermen 
persevere in their story; and as a proof of 
the truth of their tale, declared that one of 
the Persian s slippers was in the possession of 
the leather-cutter. 0£Scers were sent to his 
house, and sure enough they found the 
slipper, wliich appears to be quite a new one. 
Now, as it is more than probable the Per- 
sian wiU set about purchasing a new pair, 
I have given orders to all the venders of 
such articles, to detain or follow him, where- 
ever he goes: — ^but what is this I see ? Why, 
Moye-ed-din ! your slippers are the exact 
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counterpart of the Persian's, red with span- 
gles, and a star on the toe; why, I could 
swear they were the very same ; hut where 
is the other ? I see but one." 

" Oh ! your highness, it is got under the 
bed, I suppose; or 1 dare say I left it at 
my father's tomb." 

" What J and limped home with only one 
shoe ? you must recollect this." 

" Oh ! yes ; I do recollect it perfectly ; 
I did indeed hobble home, with only one 
shoe, and my foot is wituess to the fact." So 
sayin;;, he produced his right foot, which 
bore the marks of dirt so visibly as to con- 
vince the beholder of the truth of his asser- 
tion. 

"Well!" said the Nuwab; "this is, in- 
deed, strange! that both you and the Persian 
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should have exactly the same shoes, in shape 
aod size, and should both lose one on the 
very same night.^ 

^* It is somewhat singular, I confess, your 
highness, and am at a loss to account for it : 
however, I shall enquire about it, if ne- 
cessary." 

^^ And so shall I, Moye-ed*din, rely upon 
it. There is something very mysterious in 
the business, which> I think, requires investi- 
gation; at present, farewell! A speedy re- 
covery of your health and your lost slipper.'' 
So saying, the Nuwab took his departiure, 
leaving the unfortunate Deewan to the hor- 
rors of his now truly melancholy situation. 

The Nuwab, seeing the doctors on the 
stairs, enquired if in truth the minister was 
bruised? They answering in the affirma- 
tive, the Nuwab departed, satisfied that on 
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this point his Deewan had not deceived him. 
At one time, he determined to dispatch a 
messenger to the tomh of the Deewan 'a 
father, to ascertain if any slipper was actually 
there ; yet he felt a delicacy in sending a 
servant to so sacred a place, — for the purpose 
too of detecting his minister. He therefore 
abandoned the idea ; and as the doctors had 
assured him Moye-ed-din was indeed suffer- 
ing from a bruise, he endeavoured to satisfy 
himself the patient had told him nothing but 
the truth. 

Moye-ed-^in, fully convinced the Nuwab 
woidd send to the tomb of his father to 
search for the lost slipper, once more racked 
his brain to find out some plan, by which he 
might not appear to have acted the liar. At 
this moment his aeirant, Suliman, tapped at 
the door, saying the barber Buxoo had ar- 
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rived, begging most earnestly to be admitted. 
** Let him come in,'* said Moye-ed-din. " This 
fellow,^ he muttered to himself; *'may be 
very serviceable.'* Buxoo, trembling from 
head to foot, presented himself, and falling 
on the ground, kissed it three times. 

" Well ! thou varlet, thou vile knave ! how 
darest thou appear before me? A pretty 
scrape I have got into, truly, owing to your 
quarrels!" 

" Me, my lord ; what ?" 

" Oh ! you pretend ignorance, do you ? Do 
you mean to deny all my sickness is your 
doing ? Think you I did not recognize your 
squeaking voice under the mango tree ?'** 

" My lord, it is useless to deny what I see 
you too well know; but I beseech you to 
believe me, when I say, you were the very 
last person in the world on whom such in- 
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dignities, with my knowledge and consent, 
should have been heaped." 

" You mistook me for the Persian ?" 

" I did, my lord ; could I imagine you 
would be at the Brahmin's door, in disguise, 
at such an hour. I pray you pardon me, 
my lord. 

" Buxoo, I will forgive you, as I feel con- 
vinced you acted entirely under a mistake ; 
but you see the consequences of taking the 
law into your own hands: — your confede- 
rates have blabbed; your friend, the leather- 
cutter, is imprisoned; and ofBcers are lying 
in wait for yourself.'" 

" Save me, my lord ! once more shield 



" Faith, Buxoo, I think a touch of the 
rattan —about half what you gave me— would 
he productive of the most salutary effects." 
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** No, my lord, for Heaven's sake talk not 
thus !'' 

" You richly deserve it, Buxoo, for more 
reasons than one. Pray, how dare you pre- 
sent a petition to the Nuwab, when I desired 
you to abandon all attempts against the Per- 
sian ?^ 

" My lord, this was not my doing, it was 
the act of my wife, with whom I had left a 
petition, long ere I applied to your lordship. 
She, not dreaming of any difficulties, and not 
aware of your desire and commands, pro- 
ceeded in my absence to the Durbar and pre> 
sented the petition ; for which piece of offi- 
ciousness I strapped her well, rely on it." 

" On my life, Buxoo, your whole employ- 
ment seems to be thumping and strapping 
people, from morning till night ! but hark 
ye, I require your services at present.'^ 
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" I am ready, moat noble master." 
" Take this slipper, and go to my father's 
tomb ; and at the bottom of the stone steps 
deposit it, and come away : ask no questions, 
but be quipk in obeying my commands." 

The barber did as he was desired, not 
without wondering what could be the object 
of such a measure. 

All attempts on the part of the Nuwab to 
discover the Persian proved futile, and the 
Nuwab was constrained to bear his dis- 
appointment as philosophically as he could, 
endeavouring to persuade himself, that if the 
fellow had any designs against him he had 
departed, convinced of the impracticability 
of putting them into execution. Time rolled 
on, and the eventful year wanted but twenty 
days ere it closed on the world for ever. 
The fair Persian became more animated than 
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ever, and the Nuwab consequently mote en- 
amoured and delighted. Every thing seemed 
to proceed as favourably as he could wish ; 
and whilst this harmony is existing at the 
palace, let us turn to the Dewan and the as- 
tronomer^, the former entirely recovered from 
his bruises, without the aid of either blister, 
plaster, or senna, and once more attended at 
Durbar. Not so fortunate was poor Agib the 
Mahommedan astronomer, for as the Hukeem 
had foretold, his foot, from the effects of the 
bastinado, mortified, and he died the victim 
of injustice and diabolical malice. The 
Brahmin Mhadeo Gurd, fully aware his 
small estate, from the expected double tax- 
ation, would yield him no profit, shut up his 
house and departed to Broach, hoping there 
to find a purchaser, as he intended to dis- 
pose of it, and quit Surat for ever. He had 
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actually departed, on the very day Moje- 
ed-din unfortunately assumed the dress o£ 
the Persian, and attempted an entrance into 
the cottage. 

The Nuwab, anticipating a favourable an- 
swer from the fair Persian lady on the ter- 
mination of the year, had actually com- 
menced giving directions for the preparation 
of the wedding, which he determined should 
l>e conducted in the most splendid style ; 
he had issued his orders to assemble the 
Dervises and Fakeers, to whom food was 
to be supplied for ten days. The city was to 
be illumined, and all prisoners and captives 
liberated. The most celebrated singers and 
dancing-fprls were ordered to be collected 
from Cambay, Broach, and Ahmedabad, and 
many other places ; fire-works were already 
in. preparation, and the city was beginning to 
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be crowded with visitors from the neighbour- 
ing cities; whilst the streets swarmed with 
jugglers, rope-dancers, bears, monkeys, and 
beggars. A circumstance, however, occurred 
which put an end to all the Nuwab's dreams 
of happiness. Mheitab, the fair lady for 
whom all this vast preparation was making, 
expressed a desire to visit the Mahmoud-a- 
baugh palace, and enjoy the salubrious air 
of its magnificent gardens. Her request 
was immediately granted by the indulgent 
Nuwab, who, to prevent the possibility of 
her being seen by any male person, issued an 
order, that on the occasion of the visit to the 
Mahmoud-a-baugh palace, every house in the 
city should be shut up, and not an inhabitant 
be seen in the streets under pain of death. 
All, accordingly, was as quiet as the grave, 
and the lady reached the palace in safety. 
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After having enjoyed the fragrant air of thi 
gai'dens, she desired that her palanquin 
might be stationed at a private door at the 
end of a shady avenue, requesting that the 
guards and attendants might await her com- 
ing in the main road. The captain of the 
guard, however, respectfully represented the 
necessity he was under, of ordering two of 
his men at least to accompany the palanquin 
wherever it went, and the lady was obliged 
to assent - 

The shades of evening drawing near, 
Mheitab opened the portal close to which 
the palanquin was stationed, the bearers and 
guards standing at a respectful distance 
until she was seated. All being ready, the 
two guards slowly moved onwards, and the 
bearers raised their lovely burthen ; wht 
the amazement of them all, a number 
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men rushed from behind m «ngle of the 
garden wall, and rudely opening the doort 
of the palanquin, gazed fiill' ui)on the fair 
lady, imd then instantly took to their heels, 
and disappeared in a moment. In vain the 
two guards pursued them^-Hiota trace was 
to be seen. The piteous Arieks of Mheitab 
having reached the ears of the guards, who 
awaited her approach €ih the main road^ they 
rushed towards the spot, and having heard 
of the outrage, hung down their heads and 
beat their breasts, ^ying ; '^ Otit last day 
is oome, we shall surely dieT The cap- 
tain of the guard gave orders to some of 
his men to pursue the audacious fugitive^^,^ 
whilst the remainder escorted 1he lady back 
to the city. Upon her -arrival at the palace, 
the Nu wab, his countenance dressed ih 
smiles, appeared ready-to receive her t but 
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what was hia dismay at perceiving her wonted 
placid and bewitchingly beautiful face cloud- 
ed over with frowns, whilst fierce indignation 
beamed from her eyes, and her whole frame 
was dreadfully agitated. 

"Heavens!" he exclaimed; " what has 
happened ?" 

" Enough has happened, my lord," replied 
the irritated fair one ; " I have been insulted 
by the rabble of your city ; rudely have 
my palanquin doors been burst open, an4 
a dozen men at least gazed upon me. Is 
this what I am to expect by wedding you^ 
Have you so little authority in the city? 
Are your orders ridiculed, and your decreee 
set at nought? By the Prophet ! I would 
rather wed a foot soldier than a prince 
without power. My answer must now be 
deferred another year ; allow me to retire-'' 
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So saying, she left the enraged Nuwab to 
give vent to his anger on whomsoever he 
listed. 

Jelal-ed-deen rushed through his palace like 
a roaring bull, or a famished lion bellowing 
for food ; he wished to give orders, but his 
attendants hid themselves from his view, and 
he found it necessary to be more calm in 
order that he might induce . some one to 
come near him. At last a servant peeped 
from behind a curtain, and the foot of ano- 
ther was heard upon the staircase, and by 
degrees the palace appeared as if it was 
inhabited. The Nuwab sent for Moye-ed-din 
and the general of his troops, the valiant 
Sulah-ed-din Shumseer Behauder. The lat- 
ter appearing first, the Nuwab cried, 

^^ Sulah-ed-din, send a band of soldiers 
and bring the Cotwall in chains before me ; 
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secure the captain of the guard, and see 
that the gates of the city are locked, and 
egress allowed to no one ; order also two 
executioners to be in attendance, and see 
their axes are well sharpened : awaj !" 

The General bowed, and departed to 
give the necessary orders. At the gate he 
met the terrified Deewan, who had already 
heard a confused report of all that had oc- 
curred, and had hurried to the palace, ere 
the messenger in quest of him had seen him. 

" General, what is the matter? In what 
fk state of confusioii is the palace I who is to 
suffer r' 

" By Heaven, Moye-ed-din, I beUeve every 
one of us ! The Cotwall is sent for in chains, 
the captain of the guard is imprisoned, and 
executioners are ordered to be in 
So, Moye-ed-din, look to your head. 
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<^ Alas !^ oied Moye-ed-din ; *^ I am always 
Uamed ; and now Grod grant me strength to 
stand before the enraged Nuwab.^' 

So sayhi^, he slowly approached the au- 
dience-hall, cursbg in hia heart the Persian 
lady ; who, he had predicted, wouldgjve much 
trouble ere the year expired* The Nuwab 
was sluing on his musnud, in all the horrors 
oC enraged despotism : his eye-balls rolled in 
his head, casting a furious gleam of vengeful 
anger, amounting to madness, on all around 
him; one hand held a drawn sword, whilst 
the other was firmly? clenched; and his whole 
frame appeared paralyzed with unquench- 
able fury. Before this worse thair maniac 
the humble Deewan prostrated himself, say- 
ing "Peace be unto the mighty !" 

^.' Peace! thou audacious slave! does this 
scene look like peace? My orders, are dis- 
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regarded, my will set at nought : you all 
conspire against me. But, by Allah! you 
shall all scxtn see what I , can and wiil do, 
when roused to vengeance. Send hither 
forty expert writers, immediately," 

Moye-ed-din, glad of an opportunity to 
get away, retired to obey his orders, and the 
writers soon made their appearance. 

The Cotwall, encircled with heavy chains, 
next appeared; — " Forward with that most 
iflsolent man," cried the Nuwab. The poor 
trembler having advanced, the Nuwab thus 
addressed him : — ." Did not I .give orders, 
moBt I positive orders, for the police to see 
that not a human being left his bouse this 
evening. How have you, the head of the 
police, obeyed those orders F A dozen or 
more villains were at large, notwithstanding 
the proclamation. Ay, be silent ; that is, 
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indeed, advisable,** continued the Nuwab; 
who, nevertheless, most anxiously hoped the 
Cot wall would make a reply, that he might 
have an opportunity of saying his insolence 
added to his crime. Finding the poor wretch 
before him still remain silent, he proceeded, 
saying, " Well ! not a word to say for your- 
self ? Was there ever such a guilty man V* 

** My lord I** said the Cotwall, finding his 
humility likely to avail him but little. 

^* DonH speak to me, on pain of instant 
death r roared out the Nuwab ; *' indeed, 
were I not the most mild and patient of men, 
you and your head would have parted com- 
pany long ago. You will remain a prisoner 
for the present. Where are the writers f* 

All bowed, saying, " Hazir Khoodawund.''* 

" Moye-ed-din," said the Nuwab, " see that 
* *^ Present^ my lord." 
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these men go immediately round the city, 
and write down the names of every male 
person in it above the age of eighteen ; and 
mark me, I swear by the Koran, if I should 
discover at any future time any man's name 
omitted, every one of the writers shall suffer 
death ! The gates are shut, so that egress 
is impossible. Let every man's name at pre- 
sent absent on any journey, be omitted." 

Having given these orders, the Nuwah 
retired for the night. All wondered what 
would be the end of this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding, whilst the writers commenced their 
work under the superintendance of Moye- 
ed-din, who was obliged to be up all night, 
and busy the whole of the following day, 
watching first one writer, and then another, 
and appointing officers to protect them on 
their duty, as well as to be a check upon 
N 5 
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themselves. Axsj udiabitaiity wbo begged 
his name might not be written -down, or 
ifbo refused to give his name and age^ was 
instantly flogged ; so that, by these rigorous 
means, every name was at last obtained, 
with their ages and fdaeies of idxxle. When 
hit copied into one large roll of papery the 
Deewan, on his knee, presented it to the 
Nuwab, wbo said, ** As I cannot find out 
the guilty crew who dared to -despise my 
orders, I am determined to let^ my ven- 
geance fall on one man' out of evoy thou- 
sand the city contains. ' Moye^ed-din^ mark 
off the list accordingly, and "make a sepa- 
rate list of tho^e devoted ta atone for the 
insult I have received; and let them be 
quickly apprehended.** The whole city was 
in the utmost consternation, no oile know- 
ing who would be the sufferers. At last, 
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one hundred names were given up, and they 
were quickly seized and imprisoned. 

The fair Persian shuddered at the blood- 
shed she. should occasion, and endeavoured, 
by remonstrance and prayer, to avert the 
wrath of the Nuwab, but he woiJd give no 
answer to her entreaties. In the mean time, 
the Deewan's palace was beset by the most 
respectable and wealthy Mahommedang, who 
^begged, him to remonstrate with the Nuwah 
on this unheard-of piece of cruelty, in punish- 
ing BO many innocent men ; and concluded 
by observing there was a higher power on 
earth than Jelal-ed-deen, and that he had bet- 
ter be cautious. Moye-ed-din with concern 
perceived the strong feeling of discontent 
which prevailed through, all classes of the 
inhabitants, and undertook to present a pe- 
tition from them, which he promised to back 
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all tbe eloqiienoe he was master of, to 
endeavoiir to ensure sacoeas. The petition 
being drawn up and signed by a vast num- 
ber of wealthy men, both Mahommedan and 
EQndoo, poor Moye-ed-din proceeded on his 
delicate and dangerous undertaking, bitterly 
repenting his having himself provided the 
cause of all the jM^esent calamity. Moye- 
ed-din, in thus undertaking to rescue the un- 
happy prisoners, did so more out of r^ard 
for himself than for them, for he felt con- 
vinced the wrath of the people would fall 
upon him were they sacrificed. Fearing, 
lest in avoiding one danger he was running 
into another, he arrived at the palace of the 
Nuwab, of whom he requested an audience, 
which being granted, he approached the pre- 
sence ; and holding in one hand the petition 
of the inhabitants, thus commenced :— - 
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" May it please your highness, I should 
not be doing my duty as your minister, 
were I to witness the commission of an error 
on your part, in silence. I entreat your 
highness, therefore, to listen to my humble 
advice, and what I have to urge on the pre- 
sent occasion. 

" Yoj.r orders have perhaps not been 
strictly adhered to : but consider, my lord, 
the outrage committed took place, not in 
the city, but near the palace garden of the 
Mahmud-a-baugh. The police therefore, 
as far as their jurisdiction extended, most 
scrupulously attended to your commands 
and the willing and ever obedient populace, 
confined themselves to their houses, and for 
a lime put a stop to their ordinary occu. 
pations. Is it just, is it wise, to punish im- 
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pudent. vagrants, who probably do-not, nor 
ever did, belong to the city ? 

f^ My lord, I protect ^against the measure. 
Remember I, as we]l.as yourself^ shall be held 
responsible for the act to the higher autho- 
rity oi Delhi ;. and rest assured the surviving 
relatives of the miserable persons at present 
under sentence of death, will not sleep over 
their injuries. You well .Jknow. the cha- 
racter of the Emperor Alahommed; run not 
therefore, I. beseech you, this risk o£ incur- 
ring his displeasure, and what is of far more 
consideration the wrath of Heaven^ and all 
for; the sake of a woman^ Let youc enemies 
have no such hold upon you ; let not your 
character go forth stained with the blood of 
the innocent. Suffer me to have the plea- 
sure of being the bearer of your orders for 
the releasement of the unhappy prisoners ; 
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and far more grateful will it be to your ears, 
to hear the cries of their blessings than the 
groans of their curses upon the author of 
their woes. Here, my lord, is a petition, 
signed by all the most wealthy and respec- 
table of the inhabitants ; despise not their 
prayer, I beseech you, for your own sake, 
I have done, my lord, and my thanks are 
due for so patient a hearing." 

The Nuwab, convinced in his own mind 
that all his minister had been saying was 
very true, received the petition and waved 
his hand for Moye-ed-din to retire. When 
alone, he ruminated on the speech of his 
minister, then read the petition, which was 
couched in the most respectful terms. " I 
must not kill the fellows,^ said he to himself ; 
" Moye-€d~din is right ; but then the people 
wiU think I spare them through fear. This 
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idea hurts my pride, and prompts me to 
adhere to my first determination; I will 
Mrait a day or two at least, so that if I do 
release the prisoners, my mercy shall not be 
attributed to Moye-ed-din^s intercession. No, 
I had rather have it understood the petition 
effected its purpose ; by these means, I diall 
flatter the noble and wealthy Mahommedans, 
and not lower my own consequence.^ With 
this determination he vinted the fair Persian, 
and thus addressed her : — 

*^ Most beauteous of women! I have 
pondered on your sweet words, and am in- 
clined to listen to your prayers and interces- 
sion, for the prisoners now under sentence of 
death ; but I am determined some one shall 
suffer for the insult committed. If, therefore, 
I pardon the prisoners, may I expect an 
early answer from your beauteous lips ?" 
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"My lord," replied the lady, " I haVe 
it not in my power to name an earlier day 
than the end of the ensuing year, but in 
order that we may not, during that interval, 
or great part of it, be at a loss for amuse- 
ment, I have a plan I am anxious to pro- 
pose, which I trust will meet your appro- 
bation." 

" Name it." 

"Your ladies have exhausted their stock 
of amusing tales ; their songs no longer 
possess the charm of novelty, and your 
present disappointment demands some en- 
tertajament, to divert your thoughts from 
the recollection of it. I propose, therefore, 
that you cause the heads of every principal 
trade and profession, to appear in regular 
succession in your anderun, and demand 
from each of them the relation of some en- 
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tertaimi^ stoiy ; and wbea all shall be con- 
dudcd, punkh hira^ who has told the least 
amusing one; that is, if you are indeed 
determined some oae shall suffer. You will 
find by. this. plan a fund of entertainment 
for your leisure hours. Your subjects having 
offended you, cannot but see the. justice of 
now being called upon to please you, which, 
when they know your determination, they 
will not fail striving to do with all their 
power.*" 

" Fair lady," replied the Nuwab ; " al- 
though all the tales that ever were invented, 
can never compensate me for the suspense you 
keep me in, yet for your diversion, as well 
as my own, I give my assent to your plan, 
.and will proceed to issue my orders accord- 
ingly.'' So saying he withdrew, and retired 
for the night* On the following nfioraing, 
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the Durbar .was uniiBually crowded, as it 
was-expected the result of the petition would 
be made known. The Nuwab, after musing 
for some time, ordered all the prisoners to 
be brought before him. The unhappy fet- 
lowB not knowing what was to be their fate, 
came trembling into the hall, all bowing 
three times to the ground. " Prisoners," 
cried the Nuwab, " I release you all upon 
one condition ; I have been offended, deeply 
offended, by some ill-disposed persons ; and 
now the least you can all do, is to endeavour 
to please me as far as you can. 1 have de- 
termined, therefore, in your stead, to sum- 
mon the heads of every trade and profession 
in the city, from whom, each and severally, I 
demand mi entertaining tale or narrative, 
which I propose listening to at my leisure 
hours ; remember, though I now release you, 
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should I be again disappointed, and the 
heads of your professions demur on the plea 
of inability to afford me the amusement I 
require, I have your names in my black list, 
and my original determination shall be car- 
ried into execution, and you shall be an- 
swerable for their neglect or disobedience. 
It becomes every man's interest, therefore, 
to provide those with stories, who do not 
themselves happen to be acquainted with 
any. To my Deewan I leave the arrange- 
ment of the plan ; but I must demand se- 
curity from the heads of professions, that 
they will be ready to appear with their 
stories at the time which may be appointed 
for them, which I have determined shall be 
this day month. And remember, he that tells 
the least amusing tale, must suffer punish- 
ment, and on this I am determined. Moye- 
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ed-din, release the prisoners, and take the 
required security from the heads of the pro- 
fessions in the city. I exempt from the task 
of relating stories, my Deewan, my secretary 
and revenue collector, and my treasurer and 
general of my forces, intending that they, 
with myself, should determine at the conclu- 
sion of the tales, which has the least amused 
us. I expect a report of progress to-morrow. 
Moye-ed-din, look to my orders." Having 
thuBconcluded, the Nuwab arose, amidst the 
cries and rejoicings of the liberated prisoners, 
and their anxious relatives. 



^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

MoYE-£D-DiN did not fail to give out that 
it was entirely owing to his intercession the 
prisoners were set at liberty; and conse- 
quently, as he passed through the streets 
on his way home, whole crowds of persons 
threw themselves prostrate on the ground 
before him^ calling him their father and 
preserver. The highly-flattered minister 
leaned from his palanquin, first on one side 
and then on the other, bowing and smiling 
to all around him. On arrival at his palace, 



THE ZENANA. 287 

the anxious Buxoo appeared, his face dressed 
in smiles, and his person witli the sweet- 
smelling mogree, as if it were a holiday, 
Buxoo had heard of the general pardon, 
which he had believed was unconditional, 
and therefore conceived this was indeed a 
day of rejoicing. Moye-ed-din did not un- 
deceive him, being determined to play him a 
trick, which was, he thought, but fair, con- 
Bldering the many the fellow had played 
him: calling him into his apartment, there- 
fore, he said, " Well, Buxoo, this is a joyous 
day ; is it not ?" 

" Thanks to your lordship's wisdom; it is, 
indeed !" 

*' I hope, Buxoo, it is generally considered 
so, and that the heads of every profession 
will cause the rest fully to understand how 
my intercession has saved theinnocent. Who 
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is the head of your trade, pray? I desire 
you will report to me if he has summoned 
your understrappers, for the' purpose of ma- 
king the necessary explanation.'*' 

" My lord,^ replied Buxoo, " you are 
pleased to be facetious; understrappers, in- 
deed! and who is the head of my trade? 
Surely, my lord, your own barber must be 
considered the king of strappers." 

" Ay, Buxoo, I dare say your wife 
thought so, when you chastised her for pre- 
senting the petition." 

' *' No. But seriously, my lord, I am the 
acknowledged head of the trade; no one 
ever entertained an idea of calling my right 
in question." 

" Oh, very well, Buxoo, I am glad to 
hear it ; ho, there ! who waits ?^ 

A servant appearing, he desired his secre*- 
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tary to he BUmmoned, who quickly attend- 
ing, the Deewan said, " Syud Nuwese, you 
have heard the Nuwab's orders, that the 
heads of every class are to appear on this 
day month, with entertaining stories in their 
mouths; despatch, therefore, your depu- 
ties and assistants, to take down the names 
of the heads of the principal professiona, 
and, d'ye hear, fail not to place Buxoo's at 
the head of the barbers." 

Poor Buxoo, had he been aware of the 
consequences of his pride, would rather 
have sunk the lowest of the low in the list 
of shavers, than have thus exalted himself. 
Moye-ed-din laiighed most heartily at the 
visible embarrassment of the barber, and, 
patting him on the back, said, "Fear not, 
Buxoo; so entertaining a fellow as thou art 
cannot fail of producing something highly 
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amusing to the Nuwab. You have a month 
to consider of your task ; make good use of 
your time." 

" Indeed, my lord, I never told a story 19 
my life." 

" Oh, don't say so, Buxoo.'^ 

^^ I mean a tale, my lord. I shall begin 
at the wrong end of the only one my father 
used to relate to me; my confusion and 
terror will be so great.'* 

" Never fear, thou prince of strappers; 
there will be others in the same situation ; 
and if you cannot recollect a good story, 
perhaps, with the aid of your strap, your 
wife may be able to assist you in framing 



one." 



" But, my lord, there is old Suliman 
Daree, the bazar barber, a much older man 
than myself; and we ought all to respect 
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years; — I do not know but what he will 
expect to rank before me." 

"Surely not, Buxoo; uo one, you knov, 
ever entertained an idea of calling your 
right in question ; and I don't think the pre- 
sent is a likely time for him to urge seniority 
as a plea fur precedence." 

" But, my lord, if my tale is not amusing?* 

" That is your affair, Bukoo ; only take care 
there shall be some person's less so than yours, 
or, by Allah ! you will lose your head." 

" Lose my head, my lord 1 was ever man 
so situated P on my life, I know not how to 
keep it on my shoulders!" 

" Tell the best story you can, Buxoo, and 
perJiaps I will »peak a good word for you; 
but if it be very bad indeed, there can be ne 
help for you : so depart." 

The joyful countenance of Buxoo wao 
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now turned to woe-begone metanchofy. 
Astonished at the change, the servants and 
guards crowded around him to learn the 
cause. " Oh, my friends," said he, " after this 
month, probably I shall dress your beards no 
more." " Why, Buxoo, why ? what mean 
you ?" ** Oh I am selected for a tale-teller." 
— ** Why, man, that has been your employ- 
ment ever since you handled a razor : surely 
this cannot alarm you ? But there must be 
some mistake, or the Deewan is joking with 
you, old Suliman "Dkree is the head of your 
profession." — " Oh no, he is not, said Buxoo," 
shaking his head ; " he can't be now, at any 
rate : I have fixed my own doom by assert- 
ing my claim to precedence ere I knew of 
this story-telling arrangement, I am already 
down at the head of the list ; it is all over 
with me, unhappy man that I am !" The 
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servants and guards set up a loud laugh, the 
noise of which fell on the disturbctl ears of 
poor Buxoo till he had cleared the street in 
which stood the Deewan's palace." 

On hie arrival at his own house he was 
met hy his wife, who appeared adorned with 
smiles, ready to communicate some pleasant 
news; hut, seeing her husband so dejected, she 
wisely held her tongue as long as she could- 
At last, hoping her intelligence would chase 
away sad care from her husband's brow, she 
began saying, " Praise to Allah .' you are out 
of the scrape, unless olc! Suliman should die 
befi?re his turn comes to relate a story." 

" Alas! I am already down in the hstT' said 
the desponding Buxoo. — " No, indeed ; you 
are not," replied his wife : " for I saw the Se- 
cretary come past this way : so, for fear he 
should suppose you to be the head of the 
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barbers, I popped out my head, saying, ^ May 
it please you, Sir, Suliman D&ree is the 
head shaver; shall I show you where he 
lives ?' '' 

** * Ay, ay, good woman,' said he, * I 
know all about it ; don't trouble yourself.' 
Saying which, to my great joy he passed on 
to the street where the tailors live, and never 
came near our bouse : so pray, Buxoo, look 
cheerful."" 

** My head I my head !'* jsaid the poor 

fellow. 

" What ! are you sick ? Do let me go 
for Hukeem Jihil." 

" Oh, no, he can do no good ; it is off, my 
headisolflrr 

" Off! no, indeed, it is quite fast on,*^ 
replied his wife, giving it at the same time a 
good shake. 



"Awayl" cried the angry Buxoo; "it is 
not fast, I tell you," 

The poor woman fancied her husband was 
rfirtainly deranged, and sat Bilent in great 
p»-turbation, until he at last condescended 
to speak intelligibly, and duly informed 
her into what a scrape his pride had in- 
volved him. Upon hearing which, she be- 
gan to be nearly of the same opinion as 
her husband, regarding the iniirm state of 
hia head ; and at last, both determined to 
make the best use of their heads, whilst they 
had them, and toil incessantly, until, be- 
tween diem, they could cook up a sCor^ 
sufficiently entertaining to banish all fears 
Oil the subject. 

The secretaries, having completed their 
tasks, returned to the Deewan, who, pleased 
with their expedition, ordered the town 
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crier to parade the city, to summon the 
heads of the professions to his palace on 
the following day, where he would give 
them the necessary instructioni^ Accord- 
ingly, on the next day, the Deewan beheld 
assembled the following persons, namely — 

1. Noor MahommedCotwall^ Mahommedan. 

2. Rajernm Kevulram^ Capt. of the Guards Hindu. 

3. Laldass Muncfaordass^ Chief Merchant^ ditto. 

4. Buxoo-bhae^ Head of the Barbers^ Mahommedan. 

5. Sooe Bin Tanchnee^ do. do. Tailors^ ditto. 

6. Sheik Rotee-bhae, do. Bakers^ ditto. 

7. Sjrud Maloom^ School-master^ ditto. 

8. Kuzl Bashee^ Dyer^ ditto. 

9. Tambadass^ Coppersmith^ Hindu. 
10. Katil-bhae^ Butcher. Mahommedan. 

The names contained above being called 
over, and all being present, the Deewan ex- 
plained to them the orders of the Nuwab, 
and that a month was allowed to them for 
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their preparation ; and that there might be 
no contention amongst them which oiight 
not be first to relate a tale, he desired all to 
attend at his palace two days before the ex- 
piration of the month, in order that they 
might, in his presence, cost lots to decide 
the point Wishing them success, he pro- 
ceeded to demand the required security, 
agreeable to his instructions. Being all of 
respectable families, bail was instantly pro- 
cured, and they were allowed to depart ; the 
Dee wan having previously impressed on 
their recollections the heavy penalty await- 
ing him who should tell the least interesting 
story. 

During the month, nothing of importance 
occurred ; the fair Persian was as affable as 
ever, whilst the rest of the establishment 
of the Zenana anxiously looked forward to 
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the time when the stories would commence^ 
there being a sad dearth of amusement within 
the walls of the Haram. The consternation 
of those who were to afford this amusement 
to the fair inhabitants of the Zenana may 
be better conceived than expressed. In vain 
they strived to recollect old tales related 
to them by their fathers, and equally futile 
were their attempts to procure any from 
their friends and neighboiu^* Some would 
have applied to the schoolmaster for aid, 
but rec6llected that he himself, most unfor- 
tunately, was one of the, party, and would 
of course reserve all his knowledge for his 
own use. Some applied to their wives for 
aid ; but these unfortunate persons, having 
from their infancy been bred up in igno- 
ratfce, answered the applications with a look 
c^ amazement, strongly blended with stu* 
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pidity ; spread their hands, — an action truly 
indicative of entire helplessness, crying ' How 
should I know any story ?' Others, willing 
to do all they could, began some childish 
tale, to which the anxious husband patiently 
attended, in the hope that some idea might 
spring up, on whose basis a story fitting for 
the Haram might be fabricated; but, alas.' 
neither head nor tail was to be made of 
stories where peacock 9 were heroes, and doves 
heroines. 

The schoolmaster was fully as much per- 
plexed as those wlio would have applied to 
him. Broach was the extent of his travels, 
and his bterary knowledge went no further 
than the Gulis\an,* and the Anyary So- 
heilyj-f the stories in eatih of which were as 

' Book cBlle<l the Bed of Rosea. 

t TheUghtsof the star canopus. 
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well known to the Nuwab as to himadf* 
The perplexed teacher called to mind an old 
chest full of manuscripts, which had been 
his father's ; this he removed from its quiet 
comer, and quickly examined its contents. 
Several portions of the Koran first presented 
themselves ; then a complete manuscript of 
the Siffut-al-Ashukeen, a treatise on love: 
next came- the Kullelah, Waw Dumnah, or 
the Fox and the Jackall, being nothing more 
or less than an abbreviation of the Anvary 
Soheily. At last he stumbled upon some- 
thing which he imagmed would doubtless 
assist him ; it was a book called the Huka- 
yut-i-Hindee, or Indian Tales; but, after 
attentively examining them,' he found they 
were too short and simple, all concluding 
with some moral lesson, which, perhaps^ 
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might not be acceptable to the Nuwab. 
Next came a beautifully written copy of the 
Tooti Nameh, or the Tales of a Parrot — a 
book too well known for him to borrow 
from ; then, the Aklaki Muhus&une, or an 
Essay on Good Manners ; and last of all, 
a tale called Kurbah Waw Kubooter, or 
the Cat and the Pigeon, which never having 
heard of before, he concluded it was written 
and invented by his father, whom he heartily 
wished was now alive, to render him assist- 
ance. Neither of the two last mentioned works 
affording liim any help, he hastily redepo- 
sited the manuscripts in the chest, which he 
once more consign^ to its former station. 

Almost the whole of the party being in 
the same predicament as the schoolmaster, 
they determined to present a petition to the 
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Nuwab, representing their inability ; but the 
whole city, especially the one hundred pri- 
soners who had been released, but whose 
lives depended upon the obedience of the 
party appointed to amuse the Nuwab, were 
up in arms against them, threatening ven- 
geance if they attempted a remonstrance, 
or presented any petition whatever. Thus 
deprived of their only hope, they were under 
the necessity of making use of their own in-' 
vention, and, in anxious uncertainty, awaited 
the termination of the month. Kuzl-bashee, 
the dyer, hearing that a singular old woman 
resided in an obscure part of the city, kept 
his knowledge a profound secret, determin- 
ing to visit her at midnight, being informed 
she was in possession of several amusing 
histories of former times, and particularly -in 
the reign of the Emperor Acbar. At eleven 
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at night, the sagacious dyer, enveloped in a 
dark blue cloth, proceeded to the lonely 
dwelling of the Sibyl, and there to hie mor- 
titieation beheld his old enemy the butcher 
in the act of egress: hU hopes of succeaa 
were now damped ; but he thought he would, 
nevertheless, attempt to gain admittance, 
and accordingly tapped at the door; but 
the old beldame paid not the slightest at- 
tention to him, although he bawled through 
the door his offers of immense reward, 
Would she but admit him. Keturning 
home, his wife perceiving how disconsolate 
he was, inquired the reason, which hav- 
ing heard, she solved the mystery, by in- 
forming her husband that the old woman 
was the grandmother of the butcher's wife ; 
and that as Katil-bhae was one of the story 
tellers, she of course would not assist any 
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Other person. Poor Kuzl-bashee not know* 
ing what to do, or how to gain assistance3 
neglecting his business, sat melancholy at 
the door of his shop, where a Fakeer one 
day addressed him, and begged for alms. 
The idea struck the dyer that this man, 
from his wandering habits^ must certainly 
have learnt something worthy to be related 
to the Nuwab : he therefore sounded him on 
the subject, and the answers of the mendi- 
cant giving him great hopes, he invited him 
into his house, and entertained him. Hav- 
ing eaten a plentiful meal of rice, the men- 
dicant calling for tobacco, smoked away 
quite at his ease. " My friend, "** said he at 
last, " what style of story do you wish for ? 
love tales, or battles, or — '^ 

" Oh, any thing,*' said the delighted dyer ; 
** whatever you happen to have uppermost. '^ 
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" Very well," replied the Fakeer, I am 
fatigued at present, and need repose ; but 
will on my pallet call to my recollection a 
tale which I think will suit you, and will 
relate it to you in the morning." 

" Thanks, a thousand thanks," said the 
dyer ; " I will reward you most liberally." 

The Fakeer, having finished his hookah, 
retired to his bed prepared for him by the 
attentive Kuzl-basliee, who, certain of being 
in possession of a story in the morning tit . 
for the ears of a Nuwab, retired well satisfied 
to rest. 

In the morning, however, upon searching 
for the holy man, he was no where to be 
found ; nor was his loss alone to be deplored, 
but many of his cloths, two brass pans and 
a copper pot, had also disappeared. The 
unhappy Kuzl-bashee beat his breast and 
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bewailed his loss so loud, that his nei^bours 
crowded around him; and, being informed 
of his misfortune, gave information td the 
Cotwali, who des^tched persons in all direc- 
tions to apprehend the Fakeer; but all to 
no purpose — he was nowhere to be found. 

The day on which all the party were to 
attend at the Deewan^s palace, for the pur- 
pose of casting lots who was to relate the 
first story, at last arrived, and Moye-ed-din, 
having placed several folded papers in a cap^ 
desired each to draw one, and that mark- 
ed No. I. was to decide the point. The lot 
fell on the Cotwall, who was desired to be 
in readiness to relate a story before the Nu- 
wab in person, on the first of the ensuing 
month. The Cotwall would not willingly 
have been the first to begin the series of 
tales; but, helpless, he made a sort of a bow 
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to Moye-ed-din, and, without saying a word, 
stalked away, followed by the remainder of 
the discoDsolate band. 

The hall of the Zenana was divided by a 
large crimson curtain, behind which was the 
seat of the fair Persian lady, and the rest of 
tile ladies of the Haram. Immediately in 
front of the curtain was erected a throne 
for the Nuwab, on each side of which were 
carpets with pillows for the accommodati(»i 
of the minister, the general, the treasurer, 
the secretary, and other important officers 
exempt from the task of relating stories; 
in the centre of this formidable circle was 
placed a carpet for ihe relater of the story to 
sit upon, around whom were to be placed many 
persons who had made interest to be present. 

The day having at length arrived, the 
Cotwall, after Durbar had broken up, ad- 
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vanced, expressing his readiness to attend 
for the purpose of relating his story. The 
Nuwab fixed the hour of one, and retired 
to take his mid-day repast. All being ready 
at the appointed hour, and the Nuwab having, 
taken his seat on the throne, and the ladies 
arranged in order behind the curtain, awaiting 
the commencement of the entertainment 
with breathless impatience, the Cotwall was 
ushered in, and, having bowed to the ground 
three times, was desired to be seated on the 
carpet ; and, silence having been commanded, 
he commenced the tale contained in the toU 
lowing chapter. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

THE C0TWALL''S STOEY, 

In the year 1708, after the death of the 
mighty Aurungzebe and many years pre- 
vious to the inyasion of India by the all-con- 
quering Nadir Shah, all the country between 
the rivers Sutlege and Jumna was involved 
in bloodshed and confusion, occasioned by 
the war between the Sikhs" and the Ma- 
hommedans. To add to the terrors of the 
times, the season of the periodical raina com- 
menced with unusual violence ; a storm arose 

• Nanac Shah was the founder of this sect : his 
father was of the Cahatree cast. 
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winch the oldest inhabitant had never before 

witnessed ; every petty stream and nullah 

were soon converted into deep, broad, and 

impassable rivers. The thunder rolled and 

the lighning flashed most awfully, whilst the 

wind bore down before it the stoutest trees 

of the forests in the district of Bhabeir; 

whilst the swollen rivers of the Sutl^e and 

Jumna were seen bringing down die wrecks 

of cottages and the carcases of cattle, with 

many an unfortunate man clinging to the 

fragments of the former, or hanging on the 

stiffened limbs of the latter. ^^ Allah, pro^ 

tect us!*^ said old Nina to her husband, 

(an old herdsman in the district <^ Bbaber,) 

as they sat muffled up in their coarse shawls, 

in the centre of their miserable hut.— *^ Allah, 

protect us, husband ! I fear, every gust of 
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wind that conies will bury us beneath the 
ruins of our cottage." 

'"Tis indeed a dreadful night, Nina; but 
I do hope, nevertheless, our hut will weather 
the storm. Light a tire, wife; the sight of it 
will be cheerful." 

Nina obeying, the alarmed couple eagerly 
approached its exhilarating blaze. As the 
fire began to warm their cold-stricken limbs, 
their fears became gradually lessened. The I 

wind dying away, was succeeded by heavy ' 

rain, which Nina found far more inconve- 
nient than the wind, coming down in torrents ! 
through their fragile roof, composed only of 
the leaves of the Palmyra, which the gale ] 
had completely disarranged ; so that the poor 
couple were unable to find a dry spot in 
their humble abode. To sleep whilst the 
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warring of the elements thus continued was 
impossible, and the blazing fire was there- 
fore their only consolation. ** I wonder how 
the war goes on,^ said old Budr-^-din, 
the herdsman ; " surely hell must have des- 
patched its chief fiend in the person of the 
bloody Banda. Alas ! many are the deeds of 
horror I could relate of that ferocious bi- 
goted Sikh;^ 

" Surely, husband, is he ind#ed so bad ?*' 
" Is he indeed ? There is a question ! Did 
not he first plunder Foujdar Khan, the go- 
vernor of Sarhind, and then bring his hell- 
hounds to kill the wife and helpless children 
of poor Vizier Khan, and, not contented with 
that, polluted the mosques, dug up the dead 
bodies, and exposed them to be devoured by 
wild beasts ? and have they not already sub- 
dued all the country between the Sutlege and 
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Jumna, and actually made inroads into the 
province of S^hirunpoor, within a short dis- 
tance of Delhi itself? and do not they inhu- 
manly murder all they fall in with who refuse 
to conform to the religion, hahitg, and even 
dress of the Sikhs ?• What do you call this 
hut bad, it is the act of a demon : praj 
Allah our commanders may subdue tbem.^ 

" Let us hope so, husband," said Nina ; 
" surely our Emperor Farakseir will make 
arrangements for their destruction." 

At this moment a knock at the cottage- 
door caused the trembling inhabitants to 
start up in wild affright. " Who is there ?" 
demanded Budr-ed-din. 

" An unfortunate Mahommedan, wounded, 

• GurfiGovind, the Iftst religious mJer of the Sikha, 
ordained the sect should invariably be clothed in 
blue. The Acalis are a class of Sikh devotees, whu 
wear blue chequered cloths with steel bracelets. 
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and ahnotl ^aterped,* xeplied a voice from 

widKNlt. 

^ Pray adadl him, husbaad,'* said the be-, 
nevoleiit Nina: ^God knows now-a^ys^ 
we are bound to assist our firiends, particu- 
laily a soUier, and perhiqpa he may give us 
some aooount of the war, so get up and let 
him in."* 

^^ Wife;, there may be danger.*^ 

** Wel» if there is, we shall sdqbi find it out, 
in time to prevent it*^ — here the knocking 
continued, and the voice troin without be- 
came move loud aad earnest in its suppli- 
cations for admittance. 

Budr-ed-din, moved by the prayers of the 
suppliant without, and the advice and re- 
quests of bis wife within, slowly opening the 
door, ushered in a tall, tiiin, half naked 
man without a turban, his hair forlorn. 
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ood dripping wet aiound his ahouUen : he 
appeared to be about the age <rf forty-five, 
and though miserable to a degree, preserved 
the dignity of a soldier of some consequence. 
Having dried himself by the fire, some food 
was set before him, which he eagerly de- 
Toured, and then seemed disposed to lay 
himself down in some comer to obtain a few 
hours repose. Nina, however, anxious for the 
news, the expectation of hearing which alone 
induced her to prevail upon her husband to 
admit the stranger, begged he would inform 
them of the state of the war. " Has the em- 
peror engaged the Sikhs P" said she. 

" He has," replied the stranger, in a low 
and hollow voice. 

" And are we again defeated .'" 

A nod was the only answer. The herds- 
man lifting up his eyes, exclaimed — " Then 
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has our last hope deserted us; we must all 
change our religion and customs, and become 

Sikhs.'' 

^^ You must,^ said the stranger ; ^' there- 
fore prepare." 

** But, brother,'' said the herdsman ; ^^ this 
is a curse on the knd, a very heU upon 
earth. What, is all the world to follow Banda 
and his accursed crew ?" 

^^ Hush r cried Nina; ^* I hear the sound 
of horses' feet ; 'tis the Sikh&«-we shaU be cut 
to pieces." 

^* Conceal me, brother," cried the stran- 
ger; 'tis me they seek; protect me, and 
I promise you safety for the remainder 
of your lives. Deny all knowledge of any * 
one having this night applied to you for 
shelter, and the horsemen will instantly de- 
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part. If you confess, you ruin me, and in- 
volve yourselves in misery for ever." 

" ^Vhere, where shall we place him ?" 
exclaimed the anxious, and alarmed herds- 
man, 

" The well, husband, the well ; let him 
go down the well in the leathern bucket ;* it 
is new and strong, and will bear him, without 

" Follow me, friend," said the herdsman : 
" and, wife, admit not the horsemen until I 
return ; or, at any rate, delay doing so, as 
long as you can." 

A loud halloo now reached their ears, ac- 
companied by a violent knocking at the 
door. The herdsman and the stranger went 

• This is a large contrivance, being a whole bul- 
lock's hide, suspended to an iron hoop, four feet in 
circumference. 
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out by a back docn:, into the yard behind 
the cottage, where was situated the wdl, into 
the leathern bucket of which the stranger 
having placed himself, was lowered down, 
the end of the rope at the top being made 
£ast to the beam, so that he touched not the 
water. The herdsman on his return per- 
ceived his wife in the act of admitting the 
horsemen, and protesting no stranger was 
under her roof. 

Come, come,'' said cme of the men, 

this won't do, we know the fugitive must 
have taken shelter here, so produce him."" 

" Indeed," cried Nina, " no one has been 
here on this dreadful night."" 

" This dreadful night, old woman, is the 

< 

very, and most likely reason why the man we 
are in quest of should have applied to you 
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for ahelter: produce him, and an immense 
reward is youra." 

The sound of reward caused the old cou- 
ple to hesitate, and Budr-ed-din, catching an 
approving glance from the eye of his faithful 
wife, by degrees confessed that a stranger 
was concealed in their hut, and that he 
would willingly produce him. 

" Ah t" cried the horseman, " I thought 
we could not have been mistaken — and is he 
clothed in blue ?" 

" Why, as to clothing," said the herds- 
man, " he had very little of that about 
him." 

" Is he tall?" — " Yes, very." 

" And wounded P"— " Slightly." 

" 'Tia him ^ produce him, or you die." 

" Oh .' Allah !" cried the terrified Nina, 



82eo 



THS ZENANA. 



" I will show you where he iS) but you must 
all help to bring him up to light again, and 
that too, silently, or he will slip through 
your fingers :" saying which, the whc^ 
party, which had now aliglited, followed the 
herdsman to the well, not so quietly but the 
prisoner heard their cautious steps and anx- 
ious whisperings. Convinced there was no 
chance of escape, were he to suffer himself to 
be drawn up in the bucket, he felt around 
him, and fortunately discovered a cavity in 
the wall of the well, occasioned by age ; and 
quitting his bag, effected a lodgement for 
his feet, clinging to the protruding stones 
and bricks with his hands and fingers; 
justly concluding the bag would be once 
more lowered, when they found he was not 
contained therein. He had scarcely effected 
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his purpose, whea the bag was slowly drawn 
up ; and when arrived at the surface, he 
heard a violent blow, accompanied by an 
exclamation of " Friend, take that !" this he 
concluded was a stroke of a sword, given in 
full expectation of its falling on its victim. 
An altercation now arose, accompanied by 
the tears, prayers, and assertions of the 
herdsman and his wife, who both swore by 
the Koran that the stranger had been low- 
ered down the well, and they were unable 
to account for his escape, unless he had 
climbed up the rope, and gained the adjoin- 
ing jungle- 

" Wretches !" cried one of the horsemen, 
"little know ye whom ye have protected 
and suffered to escape : all future woes, 
which may, through his means, befal the 
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Faithful, must be attributed to you: he, 
whom you have shielded, is Banda, the De- 
mon Banda !" 

A shriek from the old woman was all the 
wretched Banda (for it was indeed him,) 
heard. The old herdsman, fully as much 
concerned as the horsemen, slowly and 
thoughtfully lowered the bag as before; and, 
when all was quiet, the prisoner once more 
took his station therein. Not hearing a 
sound, he attempted to climb up the rope, 
but weak, and suflTering from his wound, he 
found it was impossible, and was therefore 
compelled to remain until the bucket should 
be drawn up in the morning, and trust to 
chance for his escape. When he had re- 
mained in this situation about an hour, he 
fancied he heard a whispering on the brink 
of the well, and soon after a voice, which he 



THE ZEKANA. 3S3 

recognized to be the treadieroue herdsman's, 
called to him, sajiog, " Oh, brother ! oh, 
stranger ! the soldiers are gone now ; if you 
are below, apeak. You may come up now, 
without fear." 

As it was impossible for the prisoner to 
put any more confidence in these people, he 
wisely maintained a profound silence, and 
soon heard his host retire, saying, " Curse 
the villain ! he is indeed either drowned or 
escaped." 

The old woman blamed her husband tor , 
hii want of penetration in not discoveruig 
who the stranger was, and the old man re- 
taliated on his wife, by complaining of the 
unsuitable place she had chosen for his con- 
cealment. 

" We should have had such a reward, 
think of that, husband !" said Nina. 
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And now, probably, we shall lose our 
heads; think of that wife l^ said old Budr- 
ed-din. 

" Oh, melancholy day !'* exclaimed the old 
woman ; ^^ I thought the storm augured do 
good." 

" Heaven protects us ! wife : let us sleep if 

I 

possible, till morning.^ Saying which, he 
led the way to their lowly pallet. 

Early in the morning, Budr-ed-din, per- 
ceiving the rains regularly set in, determined 
on drawing up the bucket from the well, for, 
the purpose of depositing it in his cottage 
until the dry season should once more de- 
mand its use. 

" You may as well draw it full of water," 
said his wife, " as I require some." 

To do this, it was necessary to yoke their 
bullock to the rope, which being accom- 



the signal was given, (the bag 
having been previously lowered into the 
water, to the great inconvenience of Ban- 
da,) the bullock slowly pulled up the bag, 
the herdsman walking by its side. A viu- 
lent scream from his wife, who had just 
popped her head out of the door, immedi- 
ately in front of the well, caused him to 
turn round hia head, when, to liis amaze- 
ment and horror, lie beheld the gaunt figure 
of the fiend Banda standing in the bucket, 
who, fearing lest he should be again lowered 
down the well, sprang up to the beam, and, 
cursing the treacherous couple, on whom he 
vowed revenge, gained the ground, and im- 
mediately took to the neighbouring jungle, 
leaving the herdsman and his wife wrapt in 
profound wonder and astonishment. 

" Oh ! husband, why did not you let go 
the rope ?" said Nina. 




3S6 THE ZENANA. 

" Idiot !'' replied her spouse ; " how could 
I ? the bullock held it." 

^* Then why did not you cut it, when you 
heard me scream?^ 

** Silence !"' said the angry man ; " were I 
to cut the rope every time you scream, I 
should be a rare customer to old Hubul- 
bhae, the rope-maker. You see he is off 
again ; our prisoner has, indeed, escaped, so 
we had better not say a word on the sub- 
ject, should any of the soldiers return." 

" I will now," said the Cotwall, " either 
continue the story, or as it approaches the 
hour of your highnesses refreshment, jdefer 
doing so until to-morrow at the same hour."' 

The Nuwab consulting with the fair 
Persian, decided that the tale should be 
continued on the following day; and that 
in future it should be understood, that the 
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hours to be devoted to hearing the tales, 
should be from one till four ; at which hour 
the Nuwab was accuBtomed to have coffee, 
and enjoy his hookah, and the ladies their 
principal meal. After that hour, his high- 
ness enjoyed an hour's sleep, and then, in the 
cool of the evening, proceeded to the gar- 
dens of the Mahmud-a-baugh palace, from 
whence he returned not until long after 
sunset. 

On the following day, the Cotwall thus 
resumed his tale: — " Before I follow the 
footsteps of the fugitive Banda, it will he ne- 
cessary to give a she account of the sect to 
which he belonged, and explain how he 
became vested with so much power and 
authority, as to render himself bo formidable 
to the Mahommedan government. The 
founder of the sect celled the Sikhs, was 
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NaDoc Shah. The Sikhs were controled 
by their religious rulers, of whom the tenth 
and last was Guru Grovind, upon whose 
death the Sikhs having no regular successor 
to look up to, his place was supplied by a 
Bairagi, a devoted follower of G6ru Govind's, 
named Banda, a man of violent, revengeful, 
and sanguinary disposition, firmly attached 
to all the religious practices of the sect 
invented by its founder, and scrupulously 
adhered to by his preceptor Gurd Govind. 
Finding himself looked up to by the whole 
sect, Banda determined to aggrandize him- 
self, and extend the Sikh country. For this 
purpose he commenced plundering all the 
petty Mahommedan chiefs round about him, 
and then entered the province of Sarhind, 
and engaged with the governor Foujdar 
E[han, under pretence that this man, above 
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all others, was most to be abhorred, from 
having slain the infant children, a boy and 
girl, of the holy GiiriJ Govind. Hia fol- 
lowers equally delighting in deed of re- 
venge and bloodshed, flocked arouod his 
standard, and completely vanquished Foujdar 
Khan and his army, giving no quarter to 
any one. Not content with this, they slew 
the wife and children of Vizier Khan, and 
many of the helpless inhabitants of Sar- 
hind, committing many other horrible acts, 
many of which have been already related by 
the terror-stricken Budr-ed-din, the herds- 
man. 

" Banda had two sons, the elder, named 
Ajit Sinh, and the younger Zorawer Sinh, 
upon whom he relied to support the sect 
after he should be numbered with the dead. 
These were youths of undaunted courage, 
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but differed greatly, however, in their di&- 
poations; the former posseseiiig all the 
ferocity of the father, and equally bigotted 
to the religion and customs of the Sikhs, 
whilst the latter, though of a daring spirit, 
had an open and generous mind, and was by 
no means so devoted to the Sikh faith, and 
religion. The hitherto successful Banda 
having conquered all the Mahommedan go- 
vernors of minor importance, between the 
Sutlege and Jumna, at last had the temerity 
to invade Skharunpoor, a city within a few 
miles only of Delhi ; upon which the Empe- 
ror Farakseir, determining to take effective 
means to subdue him, ordered his General 
Samad Khan to engage the Sikhs and put 
every one of them to the swcwrd. Banda 
appeared on the field with a numerous army, 
arranged in three divisions, the main body 
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headed by himself, and the other two by each 
of his sons. Knowing how very formidaUe 
a body he had to contend against, he sum- 
moned his two sons, giving them instruc- 
tions for the order of the battle, and com- 
menced aduiioistering to each a solemn oath 
to support the religious tenets of the sect as 
long aa a drop of blood flowed in their veins ; 
Ajit Sinh, tlte elder, had already taken the 
rath, and Banda was proceeding to adminis- 
ter it to Zorawer Sinh, the younger, when 
his camp being suddenly surrounded by 
the enemy, he was under the necessity of 
arming himself for the conflict. The battle 
was long and bloody, and terminated in favour 
of the Mahommedans, who put many of the 
Sikhs to the sword, retaining but few prison- 
ers, amongst whom was Zorawer, who con- 
cluded his unhappy father and brother hod 
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expensive seraglio was maintained, wherein 
the gallant commander spent a great part 
of his time. To Zorawer, accustomed as 
he had been from his infancy to ramble 
imrcstrained in the jungles, and over the 
mountain heights, fearless, and undaunted 
by the bowlings of the wild beasts, or un- 
mindful of the approach of the no less fero- 
cious banditti, which infested the country, 
his present restrained condition became par- 
ticularly irksome and irritating. One night, 
having suffered his mind to dwell upon his 
present unhappy lot, as he stood at the win- 
dow of his apartment, which looked out upon 
a thick and gloomy jungle, in order that he 
might enjoy the air of heaven, he fancied 
he heard soft strains of music, accompanied 
by the most melodious voice. Fearing to 
breathe, lest a note should escape him, he 
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distinctly recognized the w^-known song^ 
cmnmencing with— 

'' Mutrib e Khooth Nuwa bigo tazn bu taxa 
Nou bu nou."* 

^^ Oh, Heaven i*^ he exclaimed aloud, at 
the conclasion of the delicious treat, '^ what 
enchanting sounds !^ 

He imagined his rapturous exclamation 
must have been overheard, for a window 
was hastily closed, and all was silent as the 
grave. Who it was that had so charmed 
him, he could not determine. The Haram, 
he knew, was situated in quite a different 
direction; it was impossible, therefore, it 
could be any of its fair inhabitants ; it must 
be the general's daughter. She alone could 
enjoy the privilege of singing at that late 

* Songster sweety begin the lay^ 
Ever new^ and ever g&y, &c. &c. 



THE ZENAMA. 336 

hour in the night. Where was ha* apart- 
ment? above, below, or to the right or left side 
of the one he inhabited ? All these conjectures 
banishing sleep from his pillow, in the morn- 
ing he arose feverish and unrefreshed. On 
the following night, he again most anxiously 
listened for a repetition of the melody which 
on the preceding night had so gratified his 
senses; but, alas! all was quiet: not a sound, 
save the treaking of the trees in the jungle, 
did he hear, and in despair threw himself 
upon his pallet, where he obtained a short, 
uncomfortable sleep, from which however 
he was awoke, by hearing a heavy substance 
fall in the room immediately above him ; a 
scream followed, and he fancied some vio- 
lence, perhaps murder, was perpetrating, 
He opened his door, and was proceeding to 
a small staircase, which led, he imagined, to 
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the upper apartments, when he distinctly 
saw the glare of a lamp, borne by some one 
descending the steps, flash on the opposite 
wall. He hastily retreated, and fortunate 
for him was it that he did so ; for, keeping 
the door of his room ajar, he recognized, by 
the light of the lamp, the general himself. 
Congratulating himself on his escape, he 
closed the door, and once more retiring to 
rest, arose early in the morning to pon- 
der on the mysterious occurrences of the 
night. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Amongst the numerous officers and ser- 
vants in the fortress, Zurawer had become 
intimate with one only; a young man, named 
Masood, who was the general's own page. 
As he was one day walking on the battle- 
ments with this youth, he observed a female 
figure, whose form was symmetry itself, cross 
the court-yard of the castle. In one hand 
she bore a guitar, and upon the other was 
perched a milk-white dove. 
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Who can that angel be? Masood,^ en- 
quired the anxious Zorawer. 

" That lady,'' replied the page, ** is our 
noble master's daughter.'* 

" And her name ?" asked Zorawer. 

" Is Amina.'' 

" She is exquisitely beautiful, Masood." 

^^ She is, in4e^| aQ4r eq^s^^y amiable. 
She is beloved by all around her, and plays 
ai)d. sings 89 diyinely, that L have «tQo4 /or 
hours to bear her melodious voice."' 

Zorawer enquired nofuirtb^r^f a^ jif«r^^ 
from his friends pensive .and:i9elai(9Jboly^ 

The young Sikh every, night, thr^w.op^ 
his. window, and was occa$iona%f gratifi^dr' 
by hearing the hi^oi^y lyhiph ,on the fif si; 
night had thrilled his^v^ry spuU: One, very 
p^lm night, he fancied be heard a sigh,, folr. 
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lowed by a sob, from the ftdr inhabitant of 
the room above. 

" Heavens .'" be exclaimed, " has that an- 
gel cause for sorrow ? Oh ! could I alle- 
viate or assist her, with what joy would I 
encounter unheard-of difficulties ! Yes ! for 
her would I face the brazen cannon^s mouth, 
scale tower or turret, swim through the 
deepest waters, or fight until the last drop 
of my blood was shed in her cause." 

A second time, accident led him one day 
near the lovely girl, who was watering some 
flowers upon the ramparts of the castle. He 
approached too near to allow his passing in 
silence, and bowing, said ; " Fair lady, proud 
should I be to be allowed to aid you in your 
task." 

Amina blushed as she gave into his hand 
« 2 
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a copper vessel, which had contained water. 
Zorawer, instantly comprehending her mean- 
ing, quick as lightning, swift as the eagle 
darting on her prey, leaped from the ram« 
parts, and filled the vessel with water from 
the well in the court-yard of the castle. All 
this surprizing and graceful activity, Amina 
beheld with admiration, nay, even ddight; 
and when he approached her, and on his 
knee presented the water, her agitation from 
the internal commotions he had awakened 
in her bosom, was so great, as to cause her 
hand to shake violently, and obliged her to 
turn aside her face to conceal her blushes. 
So confused was the lovely creature, as to 
bestow the contents of the vessel upon flow- 
ers already watered ; nor was she in the least 
sensible of her inadvertency, until Zorawer 
ventured to point out the neglected shrubs. 
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saying, " Have these poor flowers been so 
unfortunate as to incur the displeasure of 
their fair guardian ?" 

Half angry and half pleased with being 
thus reminded of her neglect, she repHed, 
- " I dare not tarry longer, they nnust be re- 
freshed to-morrow ;" saying which, she hast- 
ened towards a small door in an octagon 
turret, and disappeared. Zorawer for some 
. time stood gazing on the envious portal, 
.whose grating close sounded on his ears like 
the knell of despair. 

" Oh short ! oh transitory bliss !" he ex- 
claimed ; " yet I shall see her to-morrow. 
Oh! how many hours ere that will arrive; 
fly! oh tardy time; sun, moon, stars, aid 
me this once." Here he cast his eyes on the 
parched plants before him, and in an instant 
fiew for water, which he quickly poured 
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upon them ; nor was this all : he arranged 
the earth around ihem, and plucked off the 
withered leaves, bestowing such attentions 
upon them, as he imagined could not but be 
necessary for the plants, and acceptable to 
their lovely protectress. 

Anxiously did Zorawer this night linger 
at his window, and at the hour of twelve 
was rewarded by hearing the heart-alluring 
melody of the Houri from above. She sang 
a few verges of a song famihar to his ears, 
and he ventured to accompany her, but in 
so low and tremulous a voice, as he scarcely 
could imagine would be heard; the music 
stopped ; he also was silent, angry with him- 
self for his presumption. AgEun the sweet 
strain is heard, and after a time ceased. Zo- 
rawer determining to let the lady know where 
apartment was situated, and at the same 
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time express bis sentiments towards her, 
Waned forward through the window, and 
repeated a Persian couplet beginning with 
these words, 

" 1 have felt the pain of love, ask not of whom : 
IThe poison of absence have I tasted, ask not of 

Not a sound after the repetition of the 
above was heard, save the apparently cau- 
tious closing of the shutter of the upper 
window. Zorawer, in the midst of a tumult 
of emotions, understood alone by those who 
have experienced them, threw himself on his 
pallet, and courted sleep in vain. 

On the following day the fair Amina 
visited her flowers, and perceiving how re- 
freshed they were, was at first astonished ; 
but recollecting the sick youth, she called to 
mind his manner, and his attentions to her 
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most trifling wish ; and above all, the Per- 
sian couplet which she had heard from her 
window : an involuntary sigh followed these 
pleasing remembrances, and she exclaimed, 
would he were a Mahonunedan! At this 
instant the object of her thoughts, accompa- 
nied by Masood, was seen slowly approach- 
ing her. Zorawer appeared melancholy and 
dejected, nor was the gloom of his counte- 
, nance banished even when be had joined the 
lovely Amina. She returned thanks for his 
kind attention to her poor flowers ; sighing . 
as she said, ** for these are the only pleasure 
I have in the castle.^ 

^^ Oh, lady !" replied Zorawer, *' would 
you appoint me your gardener, gladly would 
I watch over the tender plants conmiitted to 
my charge, and strive to make the lily vie 
with the rose.*" 
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This cumpliment caused her to blush, 
and not knowing what to say, replied, " A 
rose is what I long for, there is not one 
amongst the collection." 

" Save thyself, fairest of all roses in the 
world," said Zorawer- 

" I see," said she, " you Sikhs have found 
leisure to study the art of flattery, as well as 
war." He was beginning to reply, when the 
figure of Cassim, the captain of the guard, ap- 
peared, emerging from a portal in the court- 
yard. Amina fled like lightning, and the 
disconsolate Zorawer seated himself amidst 
the shrubs. Masood, with whom he had 
been strolling round the ramparts, had in- 
formed him, that the fair Amina was beloved 
by Cassim, who had demanded her in mar- 
riage from her father, who, however, declined 
the honour, having promised her hand to the 
(t 5 




S46 XB£ SSVAXil. 

SOD of General Adiaa Beg Khan, a particu- 
lar friend of his. 

^^ Cassim^s pride,^' said liasoud, ^ hasbe^i 
so wounded by the refusal, as to sour his 
temper, and sender him detested by the 
whole garrison." 

^^ And has Amina seen the favoured son of 
Adina Beg?^ asked the anxious Zorawer. 

*^ She has once seen him.^ 

" And does she love him ?^ 

" I think not/' 

^^ When are the nuptials to take place ?^' 

^^ As soon as the war is concluded.*^ 

Zorawer, daring and bold in war, arduous 
and impatient in love, determined to supplant 
his rivals, and bear away the prize himself. 
I will, said he, throw off the yoke of the 
Sikh faith, and become Mahommedan; I 
have taken no oath, and my father and bro- 
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ther are, I doubt not, numbered with the 
dead. This night I will declare my passion, 
and, if successful, it must be a strong fort, 
indeed, that can contain ua. At night the 
windows were once more opened, and the 
songs commenced, in which Zorawer joined : 
a recitation from above was answered by an 
amatory couplet from below. Zorawer con- 
yersed, and was answered; he stood up at 
his window, and Amina leaned forward to 
catch the words from his mouth ; this was an 
opportunity not to be neglected, and he de- ] 

clared his passion in the most tender man- ij 

" Oh, Zorawer !" said Amina, " think y. 
my father, or even myself, could 
wed a Sikh ?' 

" Banish the idea !" said the youth, " no 
longer view me in that light ; I am a Ma- 
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hommedan from this time ; and should any 
one be surprised, their astonishment will va- 
nish, when they know I have been converted 
by an angel.'" 

*^ Alas ! ** said the trembling Amina, 
^^Cassim claims me, although I am betrothed 
to Adina Beg'*s son."^ 

" Banish all fears, my beloved, I will suc- 
ceed; give me but your assurance of reci- 
procal love, and all difficulties shall vanish 
like dew before the sun." 

Oh Zorawer I what farther proof do you 
require of my love. See you not that your 
image alone is implanted in my bosom. See 
you not-^" 

Enough !" cried the enraptured youth, 

to-morrow I will disclose my plans; fare- 
well, lovely Amina, the night air is keen, 
and we may be observed; angels guard you, 
jmy beloved.'" 
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" Allah protect you ! Zorawer," replied the 
maiden, as she closed her window for the 
night. Tf on former nights the enamoured 
Zorawer was deprived of sleep, agitated by 
fears and doubts, now also by this sudden 
transition from despair to dreams of bliss, he 
was less composed than ever, and sleep re- 
fused to visit his eyelids. 

On the following morning, Zorawer found 
the castle in utter confusion, in consequence 
of the general having given orders to pre- 
pare for marching against a body of Sikhs 
whom he had learned were about the neigh- 
bourhood. Zorawer instantly requested an 
audience with Samad Khan, which having 
been- granted, he offered his serviees to fight 
against the Sikhs. 

"You!" cried the astonished general; 
" why you are a Sikh yourself." 
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*^ I have beett)" replied Zoraw^, ^^bdt am 
now no longer of that persuasimi ; I am ready 
to follow your standard and your religion.*^ 

The general, fearing dome treachery, de^ 
dined his services, desiring him to remain in 
the fortress until his return. Mortified by the 
suspicions of the general, he retired to his 
apartment, whilst the expedition proceeded 
#ithout him. Dejmved of the opportunity of 
signalizing himself in war abroad, he detei*- 
mihed to open a campaign of a softer kind at 
home, and persu^e the lair Amina to escape 
with him. Every thing seemed to favour 
his plain; the general and Cassim both ab- 
setit, what had he to fear ? On the night of 
the departure of the troc^s he took* his 
station at his window, and Amina^ no less 
anxious, had already been posted at hers, 
above him. The aspiring youth, after fe- 
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peated vows of everlasting constancy, beg- 
ged to be allowed the pleasure of a nearer 
interview; Amina hesitated, and at last con- 
sented. On his attempting the narrow stair- 
case, he found, however, what he had not 
before perceived, a strong iron door at its 
foot, firinlj locked within; he rushed back 
to his apartment to give the melanchtJy in- 
telligence, and his regret may be well ima- 
gined, wlien he learned his beloved had not 
the power to admit him, the keys being in 
the possession of a trusty eunuch. He at- 
tempted to climb up to her window, but, 
without her aid from above, found it imprac- 
ticable. To witness his anxiety unmoved 
was impossible, for Amina felt assured he 
would run the hazard of falling to the 
ground, rather than not attempt her window. 
She therefore bade him wait, and soon low- 
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ered down the cotton lashings of her bed, 
doubled, and well-knotted; one end being 
fixed to the bar of her window, the amorous 
youth quickly ascended, contenting himself 
with the liberty of sitting on the frame of 
her window, and of thus enjoying the conver- 
sation of her he held so dear. The lovers 
found it impossible to separate, and Zorawer 
at once proposed their flight from the castle ; 
this proposal was at first received with horror 
by Amina, who represented her father's 
anger, the dangers they must encounter, and 
the impropriety of the step; but Zorawer, 
listening to neither the dictates of reason, nor 
descriptions of danger, urged his plan with 
such earnest tenderness, as at last to succeed 
in overcoming all the scruples of the fair lady. 
The succeeding night was appointed for 
the execution of their designs : " But how, 
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my dearest Zorawer, how is il possible to 
effect our purpose ?" asked the agitated girl. 

" Love can accomplish all things," replied 
her devoted Zorawer ; your consent obtained, 
all other obstacles are trifles ; give me all 
the lashings of your bed, and procure more 
if possible, and with them I will form a 
ladder so strong as not to afford a possibi- 
lity of its giving way ; be ready at twelve, 
and ere morning dawns we will be far away. 

All things being thus settled, and Zora- 
wer jierceiving a ray of approaching day- 
light, descended to his apartment, and em- 
ployed himself the whole of the 5ucceeding 
day in framing the ladder by which the lovers 
were to effect their escape. Anxiously did he 
await the coming hour when he should hold 
in his arms all that was dear to him in this 
world. At ^last the still hour of midnight 
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arrived; he heaJrd the wi&dow above him 
op^ied ; he spoke, and wad juidwelNed by a gen- 
tle hush^ leaning forward he thr^w up one 
end<if his ladder, and soon found it had been 
nmde fast to the iron bar of Amina^s window. 
He ascended in prc^ound silence, iand to his 
joy found his beloved e^ivekped in a sable 
veil ready to leap into his artns ; he tciok his 
lovely burthen, and carefully and silently de- 
scefnded the ladder to his own apisui;ment, 
where a second contrivance of the same sort 
was already fastened to his own window, from 
whence they descended to a low wall, where, 
leaving his precious charge, he leaped to the 
gtotind, bidding her to leap without fear 
into his arms. All this being accom'plidi- 
ed, the lov^s silently entered a thick jun^e, 
where a narrow foot-path only masrked Aar 
#liy . So agitated was the lady, that she cbuld 
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not speak, but pressed the daring youth to 
lier heart. The darkness of the night, and 
the howling (rf wild beasts, often made 
them pause, and offer up a prayer for their 
safety. Morning dawned ere they had clear- 
ed the jungle, and in about an hour after- 
wards they reached a goatherd's cottage 
on its skirts. The hut was apparently in- 
habited, but its owner was no where to be 
found. Expecting his speedy return, bow- 
ever, Zorawer deposited his lovely burthen 
on a lowly pallet, determining to solicit the 
goatherd's pardon for the liberty as soon as 
he should return. As the lady seated herself 
on the couch, she withdrew her veil, when, 
how can I describe the agony of the youth 
on beholding, not his beloved Amina, but a 
young woman to whose features he was an 
entire stranger. The lady fell at his feet 
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iin|doiiiig his pity and his peidoo for the 
impositicm due had practised upon him. 
^ Iiisten,** said die, ^ oh stranger, to my 
tale of woe, and I feel comrinced you wiD 
pardon the deceit I have put upon you.** 

When Zorawer'*s disappcontment allowed 
him to be calm, the lady thus began har 
history : — " Who were my parents, alas ! I 
know not, but I was brought up in the Ma- 
hommedan faith, and lived in Saharunpoor 
with an old woman of that persuasion, whom 
I for years considered my mother ; a circiun- 
stance, however, occurred, which undeceived 
me. One evening, as I was standing at the 
door of our house, a young man of conse- 
quence, mounted on a milk-white steed, and 
attended by a numerous band of armed men, 
passed close by me; he gazed earnestly 
upon me, and seemed inclined to address m^* 
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At this instant a porter with a load of white 
baskets on his head, passed on the opposite 
side of the street, his foot stumbling, he fell, 
and the baskets covered the road in all di- 
rections. The horse of the young nobleman, 
fri^tened at the accident, stumbled, and fell 
to the ground, and the young man losing 
his seat, rolled into the middle of the 
street, bruising his knee and one of his 
shoulders. In this state he was home into 
my mother's house, where every possible 
assistance was afforded him ; he smiled as he 
looked at me, and the recoUei^tion of that 
smile has never been, and never shall he 
eflkced &om my heart. A splendid palan- 
quin soonj alas ! too soon appeared, to con- 
vey away the youth, who I learned was the 
son of General Adina Beg Khi 
nor of the province. Alas ! how did 
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young hopes die within me; be would, thou^t 
I, no longer remember me, a poor forlorn and 
helpless girl — but I was mistaken. On his de- 
parture, he said we sliall meet again: what 
balm was this to my desponding mind. I lived 
upon his words for two whole days, at the 
expiration of which, although scarcely able to 
walk, he came to my Tnother's liouse unat- 
tended. He swore he loved me to distrac- 
tion, and my eyes plainly told him how ac- 
ceptable were his vows. Our happiness was 
but of short duration ; on the following day, 
an officer of the governor's liousehold ap- 
peared before my mother, threatening her 
with ruin, nay even death, if she al- 
lowed me again to see the governor's son. 
All this passing in my hearing, I gave an 
agonizing scream, and fell senseless on the 
floor. On my recovery I perceived my mo- 
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ther and the officer coming from an inner 
spartment, where they had been closetted 
during my inaenaibihty. My mother, on the 
following day informed me she was no reia^. 
tion whatever to me, and that therefore I 
must no longer look upon her in the light ot 
a mother ; at the same time promising me if- 
I would consent to forget the governor's soil, 
to obtain for me a suitable provision else- 
where. My agony at hearing these word*. 
was so excessive, that I wept until, fatigued' 
and exhausted, I sank into a disturbed slum- 
ber, on awakening from which the old wo- 
man presented me with some coffee, which 
having drunk, a heavy stupor came over 
me; I again sunk into a deep slimiber. 
What happened afterwards I cannot say, but 
on coming to my senses, I found myself a 
prisoner in the haramof Samad Khan. I waft 
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treated with kindness and marked indul- 
gence, but daily was my pride wounded with 
the govemor^s offers to share his bed, and as 
often compelled to reject them with disdain.'* 
** Groolab,** he would say, for that was the 
only name I had ever known, *' your denial 
will avail you little: what kindness cannot 
effect, force shall. In this state of horror 
was I left from day to day, until the gentle 
Amina, hearing of my distress, visited me, and 
obtained her father^s consent to my having 
access to her apartment. The war against 
the Sikhs compelling the absence of Samad 
Khan, left me for a time unmolested ; but on 
his return, flushed with victory, he renewed 
his attempts upon me with unabated deter- 
mination ; and a few nights ago, when about 
to put his threats into execution, I flew from 
his detested embrace, and took refuge in his 
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daughter's apartment, which having gained, 
I fell on the flcor insensible ; and on re- 
covering, 1 found the gentle Aniina weeping 
over me, and promising her assistance. 
Whether the general followed me, I cannot 
say; but since that time, I have not been 
molested by him. On the evening of the 
day of his departure with the expedition, I 
obtained permission from the old eunuch of 
the Haram to visit Amina at the hour of 
midnight ; she ha\-ing intimated to me, that 
at that hour she frequently sat at her win- 
dow to enjoy the fresh air, and that ray com- 
pany would be acceptable to her. On ap- 
proaching the door of her room, what was 
my surprise at hearing her closely engaged 
in conversation with a man. I listened, and 
overheard your plan of elopement. The idea 
instantly struck me, that now was my only 

TOL, I, « 
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chance of escape from the detested place, 
trusting to the generosity of Amina^s lover, 
whoever he might be, to forgive the imposi- 
tion. Chance enabled me to put my design 
into Execution : one of the ladies of the Ha^ 
ram falling suddenly ill^ at about the hour of 
eleven, on the night settled for your escape, 
I flew to the apartment of Amina, begging 
her to come and see the dying girl. She 
appeared reluctant to leave her chamber — ^the 
reason I knew but too well ; but ever kind 
and attentive, she followed me to the Haram, 
where, whilst she was administering to the 
sick girl, I quickly left her. Turning the key 
of a door, at the extremity of a long passage, 
to prevent the possibility of her following me, 
I reached her apartment a few minutes only 
before you threw up the ladder: the rest 
you know, and now I throw myself on your 
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generosity. If you cannot pardon, kill me; 
for death ia preferable to again falling into 
the hands of Saniad Khan." 

Zorawer, in the agony of his disappoint- 
ment, tore his hair, and beat his breast; nor 
could the unfortunate Groolab assist him by 
any soothing balm uf consolation ; whilst rav- 
ing in this perturbed state of mind, the 
goatherd entered, 

" Who have we here T said the amazed 
countryman. Tlie appearance of the owner 
of the hilt, brought Zorawer to reason ; and 
in rather an incoherent manner he apolo- 
gized for his intrusion, offering, at the same 
time, a reward if he would conceal the lady, 
his companion, and dehver her to no one but 
himself. The old man promised obedience ; 
and Zorawer, turning to the afflicted girl, 
^di "Fear not, most injured fair one! 
B. S 
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forgive you heartily — forgive you, 
endeavour to Beire you. — Leave i 
good man,'' said he, turoinj 
goatherd, " I have much to say in 
The man having retired, Zorawer p 
to paint his love for Amina, who, 
derstood, was betrothed to Adina B 
lover, gentle Gooiab : now ret 
in this secluded retreat, and he shall 
acquainted with your situation, aU' 
your rescue." 

Guolab thanked him with tean 
eyes, assuring him Adina Beg''s soi 
when informed of ber safety, never 
his way with Amina. *' Farewell, ] 
and noble yoath !" So saying, she e 
forth her right band, which, to his 
Zorawer discovered had but four fin^ 
enquiring thti cause, he leaTned she . 
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come into the world. Zorawer being satis- 
fied, bade her adieu ; and repeating his in^ 
junctions to the goatherd, whom he found 
standing without the door, took his de- 
parture. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ZoBAWER, melaDcholy and dejected, re- 
traced his steps through the jungle; and, 
having arrived at its extremity, sank down, 
fatigued and exhausted. Sleep overtook him; 
and, when he awoke, he was astonished and 
alarmed at beholding a tall thin man, armed 
with a sword and shield, standing over him. 
He fancied he was yet dreaming ; but raising 
himself, and gazing earnestly on the stranger, 
he was soon convinced to the contrary ; for 
in the figure before him he recognized his 
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ftither, Banda; — an exclamatioD of surprise 
hurst from his lips, whilst Banda, with his* 
arms folded, stood in aidlen dignity, un- 
moved from his former position. 

"Zorawer!" he at last exclaimed, " we 
meet again." 

" Allah, be praised !" replied the youth. 

*' All ! art thou then an apo^ate ? or use 
that word from long habit, and your recent 
intercourse with the accursed Moslems ?'' 

Zorawer attributed his using the word from 
habit, not daring to confess his apostacy to 
his father, who would probably have felled 
him to the earth the moment the fatal truth 
passed liig lips. '' I pray you, father, where 
is my brother Ajit V enquired Zorawer. 

*' Dead !" was the only answer he received. 

" And whither art thou going, father ?" 

" Say, rather, how earnest thou hither ?" 
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" I have escaped from the fortress 
Diftd Khaxi,' replied the trembling boj 

" Then prepare to enter his walls 
not as a pri^ner, but as his arro«d fot 

" Father, I obey — lead on ; but i 
left the castle, Samad Ehan had depa 
an expedition — " — " In which he hs 
defeated," said Banda ; " and we ai 
assembled to seize his strong hold, ani 
our swords in the blood of all within its 
Zorawer shuddered at the thought, 
mained silent in the presence of hi 
parent, and moved on to follow him t 
his camp. " Zorawer," said Banda 
have positive information that Samad 
after his defeat, fled to his castle ; hi 
enemy whom, above all others, I ax 
desirous to slay. Your brother fell 
troops, and I narrowly escaped with i 
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Revenge ! Zorawer : by heaven ! you speak 
not : what means this downcast look ? wilt 
thou not follow ?" 

" Father, I obey : I will follow, lead on." 
" 'Tia well, boy ; and mind you, if I see 
you backward in the use of your sword, the 
weight of mine sbail level you with the dnst." 
Saying which, he strode forward at a rapid 
pace, followed by the downcast Zorawer. 

They joined the busy camp, and all press- 
ed forward to behold their long lost chief- 
tain's son, little imagining the change which 
had taken place. Banda compelled his de- 
jected son to exchange his dress for one of 
blue, the distinguishing mark of the sect; he 
eighed as lie suffered himself to be arrayed, 
and he£u^ the shouts of joy on the occaMon 
with an heavy heart. In the morning, 
Bfmda, at the head of a numerous hand, 
X 
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marched towards the fortress of Samld 
Khan, and having arrived at the gloomy edi- 
fice, harangued his men, called to their recol- 
lections the havoc made amoilgst their sect 
by Samad Khan, and concluded with de- 
siring no quarter should be given to the 
enemy, but that man, woman, and child, 
should be put to death ; a loud shout of joy 
testified how willingly his orders would be 
executed, and the attack soon commenced. 
Bandars eye was ever on his son, so that he 
was compelled to appear equally zealous with 
the rest, and was the first to scale the walls ; 
and after a long and tedious battle the 
Sikhs prevailed, but searched in vain for Sar- 
mad Khan. Zorawer in running through the 
apartments met Masood, who was on the 
point of beitig hewn dowtt by a Sikh's battle- 
axe when he interfered, desiring the sangui- 
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nary soldier to desist, and retain the un- 
happy man prisoner until further orders ; the 
man obeyed, and conducted Masood to a. 
dungeon pointed out by Zorawer. As soon 
as an opportunity offered, Zorawer visited 



"Ah !" cried the grateful captive, " thanks, 
noble Sir, for your intercession, but, indeed, 
little did I expect to see you again in this 
dress." 

" Masood," said he, "ask no questions; 
where is Amina?" 

" Nay, my lord ! it is I who ought to ask 
you that question, coupled with a second 
regarding Goolab." 

" What say you, Masood — Amina fled ? 
whither can she be gone — who— speak Ma- 
sood?" 

" All I know is," said the page, " on the 
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same night that you effected your escape, the 
two ladies in question were missing also; and 
woe be unto you, should Amina's father once 
more become in power, which he will do, rely 
upon it, although he has returned from his 
expedition defeated." 

^' Ah ! did he, indeed, return hither. Ma- 
sood?" 

" He did ; and to complete his wretched- 
ness, learned the escape of his favourite lady 
and lovely daughter, together with yourself, 
to whom he attributes his losses. He raved, 
calling you traitor, that would under the 
plea of conversion, have followed him to the 
fight, for the sole purpose of delivering him 
into the hands of the Sikhs.*" 

** Masood, I am no traitor ; I have not 
taken away Amina: but His well ; I must 
bear toy load of misery. I have spared your 
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life, but before my chieftain mention not 
Amina's name, I conimaDd you, or you die. 
Masood promised obedience, and Zorawer 
left him to ponder on the mysterious disap- 
pearance of his beloved Amina. 

Ban da, enraged at not finding Sam ad 
Khan in the castle, slew every soul within its 
walls, Dot even excepting poor Masood, for 
whom Zorawer most earnestly interceded, on 
the plea of his friendly disposition to hirn 
when a prisoner. The infuriated Sikh chief- 
tain vented his rage also on the helpless wo- 
men of the haram, and concluded by setting 
fire to, and demolishing the castle. 

Poor Zorawer beheld these bloody deeds 
of his inexorable parent with dism.iy and 
horror, which strengthened him in his deter- 
mination to desert the Sikhs, and prefer in- 
stant death to being a second time witness to 
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such acts of barbarity. The victorious Sikhs 
left the now ruined fortress, and having en- 
camped at a distance, Zorawer found him- 
self once more m the presence of his father, 
whose clouded brow testified his great disap- 
pointment in not having found the Mahom- 
medan general, Samad Khan. 

" Pray," said he to Zorawer, " what made 
you so anxious for the safety of that blood- 
thirsty slave in the fort ?" (alluding to his in- 
tercession for Masood). 

" I have already informed you, my father, 
that he befriended me when^ a prisoner.'' 

" And you condescended to receive fa- 
vours at his hands ? Zorawer, how art thou 
fallen in my estimation. If you value your 
life, change your conduct ; you seem to che- 
rish in your bosom a partiality for my ene- 
mies ; were I convinced of this I would lay 
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you a corpse at my feet. Nay, speak not, I 
am this night fatigued, but to-morrow be 
prepared to take the oath I once began to 
administer to you ; at present retire, you 
know my will." Zorawer proceeded to his 
tent, determining in his own mind to be far 
enough oflF ere morning dawned. 

As soon as he felt certain the whole camp 
was burietl in sleep, he took his sword and 
cloak, and silently left the tent. It was his 
intention to proceed to the army of Adina 
Beg Khan, now the most powerful Mahom- 
medan general, and there, in the most for- 
mal manner, offer his services, and abjure 
the religion of the Sikhs, which seemed 
founded on bloodshed alone. In liis road 
■tood the goatherd's cottage, and he pur- 
posed enquiring after the health of poor 
Groolab. He tapped at the door, and was 
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admitted, and enquired after the lady, 
whom he had left under the old man's care. 

A shake of the head was for some time his 
only answer; at last, urged by Zorawer's 
earnest entreaties for an explanation, the old 
man informed him she had been carried 
away. " Yes, Sir, indeed we have had sad 
work here last night ; two, nay four men I 
should say, came to me, having another lady 
in their arms^ who, upon entering, poor 
thing ! fainted ; so, thought I, it is very 
lucky I happen to have another fair one 
under my roof, who can assist her better 
than any one of us men ; whereon I called to 
the lady you left with me. Sir, and she came 
and willingly tended her aid ; but on seeing 
the face of the fainting lady, she screamed 
aloud,~and then they both screamed, and so I 
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made out tliey had both come from the 
same pi are." 

" Well, good man," said the impatient 
Zorawer ; " where are they now ?" 

" Why, that I can't tell you ; all I know 
is, the four men carried them both away 
with them, in spite of remonstrances and 
prayers to the contrary." 

"Were these men," enquired Zorawer, 
" Sikhs or Mahommedansp" 

" Oh ! the faithful. Sir, 1 can assure you ; 
I heard one of them say, finding the other 
girl is fortunate ; our master will be doubly 
pleased ; the restoration of one of these fair 
ones will reconcile the governor for the loss 
of the other. Ay, said another, and our 
master be as good friends as ever with him. 
They all seemed mightily pleased, and soon 
departed with the ladies." 
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Zorawer having rewarded the goatherd, 
proceeded on his road, pondering on the 
most probable place to which the ladies 
were conveyed. He doubted not but Cas- 
sim, the captain of the guard, was the insti- 
gator of this violence towards his beloved 
Amina ; and his myrmidons had concluded 
that the restoration of Goolab to the enraged 
Samad Khan, would easily appease his 
wrath. Where at this moment either the 
general or his captain was to be found, he 
was at a loss to conjecture ; but he deter- 
mined upon pursuing his original intention 
-of proceeding to the army of Adina Beg 
Khan, to whose son he would give informa- 
tion respecting the unhappy Goolab. Quick- 
ening his pace, he arrived at a river, where a 
small boat was riding at anchor, apparently 
without any person belonging to it. He 
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cried aloud for the boatman, who to his sur- 
prise and joy, he found was sleeping at the 
bottom of the boat- The fellow quickly 
plied his oars, and ferried him across. Zo- 
rawer failed not to enquire if four men, 
with two females, had crossed the river on 
the preceding day : he was informed they 
had not ; therefore rewarding the boatman 
with a few pieces, he proceeded on liis way. 
After a fatiguing journey of two days, Zo- 
rawer reached the fortress where Adina 
Beg then was, and which he had taken from 
the Sikhs. Changing his habit of blue, he 
appeai'ed before the general, to whom he 
offered his services, renouncing the Sikh 
party and religion for ever. The general, 
pleased with his air and appearance, bade 
him consider himself under his command, 
having previously enquired into the move. 
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ments of the Sikhs, whom he professed to 
have just quitted. On Zorawer^s retiring 
{rom the presence of the general, he en>- 
quired if the son of the governor was within 
the fort ? and was answered in the negative ; 
but that he was hourly expected, having 
dispatched a messenger to apprize the gar- 
rison of his having fallen in with a body of 
Sikhs, headed by Banda himself, over whom 

he had gained a decisive victory, taking 
many prisoners ; but that the chieftain 
himself had escaped. "Alas! my unhappy, 
misguided father,^ thought Zorawer ; " thy 
end is near at hand."" 

It will now be proper to account for the 
long absence of Samad Khan, and his cap- 
tain, Cassim. It has been stated that this 
able general, and his no less skilful aide-de- 
camp, Cassim, sallied out on an expedition 
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against a body of the enemy, wliich they 
found too numerous for their small force to 
cope with r to retreat was impossible. The 
Sikhs therefore, giving no quarter, induced 
Samad Khan and his captain to secure their 
safety by flight ; having however fought 
bravely for many hours, and slain Ajit 
Sinh, Banda's eldest son, Samad Khan re- 
turned to his castle, where, to complete his 
misfortunes, he learned the escape of the 
young Sikh Zorawpr, and the two ladies. 
Certain that the enemy would attempt his 
fort, he dared not remain a moment longer 
than was necessary to secure a few jewels 
and valuables, with which he quickly de- 
parted, and arrived safe at the camp of bis 
friend, Adina Beg Khan, to whom he related 
his recent defeat. Adina Beg sympathized 
with him, and courteously offered him pro- 



^ 4 



88S THE ZENAVA. 

tection; and with the £inperor*s consent, 
proposed giving him a command. A few 
days afterwards, inteUigence arrived of the 
massacre committed by Banda at his castle, 
which had been entirely demolished. Samad 
Khan was now literally a beggar, and more 
than probable in disgrax^ at the imperial 
court. Nevertheless Adina Beg, from long 
friendship which had existed between them, 
contrived to keep him near his person, and 
consulted him on the state of the war. 
When Zorawer had quitted the presence of 
Adina Beg, that general mentioned to his 
friend, Samad Khan, the singular circum- 
stance of a young Sikh having become a 
Mahommedan, and offering his services to 
fight against the enemies of the true be* 
lievers. 

^^I hope and trust,^ said Samad Xlhan^ 
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"you have not accepted his services, for I 
was myself nearly deceived in a similar man- 
ner,knd the fellow who professed such an ab- 
horrence of the sect, turned out to be one of 
its most staunch adherents and advocates. I 
hesitated, and at last declined his services, 
proceeding on my expedition without him ; 
on my return I found tliis treacherous villain 
had not only robbed nie of the choicest flower 
of my harara, but escaped also with my mis- 
guided daughter whom I had hoped to have 
seen wedded to your son." 

" He must havebeenasad villain, indeed!" 
said Adina Beg; "but the young man I 
speak of, I am convinced, is of a very dif- 
ferent character ; he is open, manly, and sin- 
cere. I will introduce jou to him presently ; 
but as you have touched on the subject of 
the wished-for union with your daughter and 
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my son, Noor Zuman, I think it right to tell 
you all my persuasions and threats are of 
no avail — ^he will not listen to me even, and 
seems determined to wed some low country 
girl whom he met with by accident. But 
have you not heard of your daughter ?*" 

" Indeed I have not, and as your son 
scorns the alliance, I shall take no further 
trouble concerning her.*' 

Adina Beg condoled with him on the 
mutual disappointment, and expressed his 
hopes the fair Amina would quickly make 
her appearance, as it was impossible to 
believe she could be living under the pro- 
tection of a young Sikh. Adina Beg now 
summoning an attendant, desired him to in- 
troduce the young stranger who had that 
morning arrived. Zorawer, delighted at the 
summons, hastily followed the attendant, and 
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on entering the apartment of the governor, 
what was liis dismay at beholding Samad 
Khan, who, looking hard at him, cried, " ^ 
Allah, and the twelve Imaums, 'tis the very 
same fellow who would have betrayed me 
into the hands of the Sikhs." 

Adina Beg'a lip quivered with rage, and 
he was about to order liim to be executed 
without delay, when Noor Zuman, who had 
returned, and had an interview with Zorawer, 
appeared to arrest the fatal blow. — " Fatlier," 
sjiid he, " you are both mistaken as to the 
character of this young man ; believe me, he 
will prove of the greatest use to us, and is 
sincere in his desire to embrace the true 
faith." 

" I confess, Samad Khan," said he, turn- 
ing to the ruined general, " circumstances 
appear against the youth ; but remember, you 
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never gave him an opportunity of displaying 
either his disposition or his valour. Believe 
me, he was and is your firmest friend.*" 

" Oh, very friendly indeed I*' cried Samad 
Khan, ** to deprive me of my lady and my 
daughter at the same time ; vastly friendly, 
I must confess.^' 

" With permission,^ said Zorawer, " I will 
explain the circumstances.'" He then related 
the extraordinary mistake he had made, and 
his ignorance regarding the fate of the fair 
Amina, whom he most tenderly loved ; con- 
cluding with observing, that if information 
was required concerning her present place of 
abode, Cassim would probaUy be the best 
person to apply to for it.*' 

" Ah !*" cried Samad Khan ; " is it pos- 
sible ? has he dared to take this step ?^ 

^* With your permisdon,^ said Sam^d 
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Khan, turning to Adina Beg, " I will sum- 
mon him before us." 

Cassim was accordingly ordered to appear, 
but information was brouglit that he had 
departed from the garrison at day-break. 

" It must be as you say," said Samad 
Khan to Zorawer. " I fear he has taken 
my poor daugliter to a considerable distance 
where he has an estate.'" 

" Then is my beloved Goolab with him, 
also ?" cried Noor Zuman. 

" Your Goolab !" cried the astonished 
Samad Khan ; *' excuse me, she is my Goo- 
lab, escaped from my castle." 

" Whither she was treacherously and in- 
humanly conveyed," interrupted Noor Zu- 
man ; " therefore, say no more : she is mine, 
pledged to me ere force brought her near 
thyself." 
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Samad SIfaaa nas prudently silenl;, not 
being in a situation to dare to venture oj^ 
fending the son of Adina Begi on whom all 
his hopes of restoration to raiik and poi^e^ 
entirely depended. 

My dear father,^^ said Noor Zuman, 

permit us, I beseech you, to go in quest of 
the ladies. Several fort^^ belonging to the 
enemy, require to be reduced, and straggli^ 
Sikhs are ar6und us. Give the command of 
a gallant band tq t^is distressed yet able 
general, Samad Khan, and it shall be our 
care and pride to cause him to retu^^n. oo^ 
vered with laurels,*** 

" Be it so,*^ replied Adina Beg ; " I/have 
received no communication from Delhi, cpp^ 
ceming my old friend, and will t^ke upon 
me the responribility.^ 

Young man,'^ said he, turning tp Zor 
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rawer, " the slightest turn of your eye will 
be watched ; and orders shall be given to 
deprive you of life on the least appearance 
of treachery." 

" My father," said Noor Zuman, " I will 
answer for his fidelity ; nay, even pledge my- 
«elf to be the first to sheath my sword in his 
bosom, should I find myself deceived in my 
opinion regarding him." 

Zorawer fell at the feet of both the gene- 
rals, and swore liiost solemnly to support 
their interests and their lives with the last 
^rop of his blood. As a further security, 
the youth, previous to his quitting the for- 
tress, solemnly abjured the religion of the 
Sikhs, and confessed before the priests and 
people assembled, that he believed there was 
but one God, and that Mahommed was his 
prophet. 
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As soon as the force was equipped, th^ 
inarched from the garrison, headed by Sa- 
mad Khan. Zomwer was in the highest 
spirits at the opportunity which now pre- 
sented itself, of distinguishing himself in 
war, and being equally successful in love. 
On the third day, they had intelligence of a 
large body of Sikhs haying been seen in a 
northerly direction. Samad Khan pushed 
forwards, and had the good fortune to come 
up with them, when a bloody fight ensued. 
Zorawer kept by the side of the general, and 
by his bravery and undaunted courage con- 
vinced him of the injustice of his suspicions 
regarding his sincerity. Whether Banda 
headed this party or not, Zorawer could not 
learn. He secretly hoped he was not amongst 
the warriors of the day. The leader of 
the Sikhs, having singled out Samad Khan, 
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was in the act of levelling a death-blow at 
him, when Zorawer rushed betwenn the com- 
batants, and received the stroke on his shield, 
which was split into a thousand pieces in an 
instant. 

" Ah, traitor !" cried the Sikh to Zora- 
wer, "I know thee; come on, ihou vile 
apostate !" 

Saying which, he darted on the youth 
with the ferocity of a tiger, and, but for his 
skill and cool judgment, would have annihi- 
lated him. Foiled in his attempts, he seized 
a spear, and was in the act of running on 
his antagonist, when a Mahomniedan soldier 
stabbed him in the back, and he fell, covered 
with blood. At a distance, Zorawer per- 
ceived his general and Noor Zuman engaged 
with several Sikhs; he rushed to their aid, 
and, by his single arm, levelled two with the 
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dust. The Sikh soldiers having lost their 
leaders, commenced m retreat, when the 
Mahommedan horse dashed in amidst their 
broken ranks, and put theih almost all to the 
sword. From a prisoner whom they had 
taken, Samad Khan learned that Banda, 
with a numerous army, was in the garrison 
of Loghad, a well-built and almost impreg- 
nable fortress, distant about one day^s march. 
The victorious Mahommedans instantly pro- 
ceeded to the place, where, after several days 
spent in unsuccessful attempts at escalad- 
ing, they encamped, determined to starve 
the garrison into submission. The Sikhs 
were ill-provided with ammunition and food, 
and foresaw they couid not hold out for any 
length of time; but, certain of the fate that 
awaited them if they surrendered, they ate 
sparingly of what they had, and thus for 
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some time kept off the evil day. At last, 
they were reduced to the necessity of eating 
Ae flesh of the cow; even Banda himself, 
Wged by the cravings of hunger, partook of 
the dreadful meal. When this at last failed, 
they opened the gates, and the Mahom- 
medans, niahing in, put every soul to the 
sword. On searching for Banda, whom they 
had intended to have sent in chains to Delhi, 
he was no where to be found, having, on the 
night previous to the surrender, contrived 
to lower himself down from the ramparts of 
tlie fort, swim a deep and wide river, and 
gain a thick jungle, which, together with the 
darkness of the night, favoured his getting 
clear off. 

A party, headed by Noor Zuman, well 

mounted, was despatched after the fugitive ; 

iUid this party it was which had traced him 
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to the herdsihan'^s cottage, at the commence- 
ment of my story. How they obtained their 
information, I shall now explain r-^Banda, 
having cleared the jungle, found himself on 
A wide, extensive plain, where he fortunately 
perceived a white horse^ bridled, standing 
beside a traveller, who was fast asleep. Not- 
withstanding the distant murmuring of the 
thunder, and the horrors of the approaching 
storm, the ferocious fugitive, anxious to ob- 
tain the horse and the saddle which formed 
the poor traveller's pillow, drew his sword, 
and plunged it into the unhappy man'^s body, 
seized the saddle, and, placing it upon the 
animaFs back, galloped away, leaving his 
victim writhing in agony. The road was 
rocky and uneven, and he had the mortifica^ 
tion of hearing the shoes of the poor horse, 
pne by one, take their departure. Aware 
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that his safety depended on his- steed, he was 
fearful of laming him, and entering a village, 
enquired for a Nalbund. It was night, and 
it vas with difficulty the smith could be 
awakened. At last, by promises of reward, 
he opened hia shop, and, lighting his fire, 
proceeded to his work, promising expedition, 
although his actions showed he had no such 
intention. 

" You come from afar. Sir, I presume?" 
said the Nalbund. 

A nod was his only answer. 

" Horse is tired. Sir ; you had better rest 
awhile." 

" Be quick, and shoe my horse," said tlie 
angry Banda. 

" I will. Sir ; and feel certain, when done, 
you will be satisfied with my performance; 
no one yet found fault with the woiks of 
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Mustuffer M lubooc ; f<^ ^itiaty dTr, is iny 
nam)?. My father -i**— -*' 

^' Ciirse your fatheir! flilMh; }^roceed'1fith 
your work, will you f^ 

" Curse my father ! well, Sir, this is in- 
deed strange. You little know his good 
qualities, Sir, or you would l)less him ; but 
surely. Sir, you won't continue your journey 
this night; a storm is coming that would 
det^ any man from exposure to its fury.^ 

" Hark ye, sirrah !'' said Banda^ " shoe 
my horse, or lose your head, this is all I 
have to say to you. Shoe him instantly. 
Sir!'' 

" Bappoo, Bappoo! up, you lazy rascal, 
and blow the bellows.*' 

A boy now crawled from a bed of dirt and 
ashes, and commenced, half asleep as he was. 
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to handle the bellows, whilst Banda impa- 
tiently paced to and Iro In front of the shop. 

" Why, master," said the boy, in a low 
TOice, " what a devil of a fellow this mftn is; 
he looks, by the blaze of the fire, the most 
ferocious of all mankind !"' 

" Silence, boy, or he will slice your head 
off in a twinkling." 

" Who is he, master f" 

" Some runaway, rely upon it, or he would 
not be riding on such a night as this. There 
is a clap of thunder !" 

" Oh, Allah !— and the lightning, master ! 
watch the stranger as it flashes across his 
face. See how he smites his forehead ! 
Who can he be !" 

*' Hush, boy, we will find that out, some- 
how, before morning; file the nails in halves. 
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and I warrant the shoes wonH stay on long, 
so that he must either return, or, if pursued, 
must be overtaken.'* 

Banda now enquired how much longer he 
should be forced to wait. 

*^ Soon done now. Sir,*** said the Nalbund. 

*• Boy, pare the hoofs well.** 

Banda turned round once more, when the 
Nalbund whispered to his boy, not to cut 
away the old holes. 

" No no ! master,'' said the boy, " short 
nails in the old holes will soon make a tra- 
veller halt." 

" To be sure; come, be quick." 

Saying which, he hammered on the shoes 
as fast as possible, and when finished, called 
to Banda, and led out his horse ; saying, 
<f Never was animal better shod." 

Banda, from policy, paid the money, and 
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soon galloped away, taking the direction of 
the Bhaber district. 

" Oh, oh ! he has taken that road, has he," 
said the Nalbund ; " recollect that, boy ; now 
look out for bis pursuers ; rely on it, they 
are not far off; call me when they approach, 
I warrant we shall give them valuable in- 
formation, and gwn an immense reward." 

Saying which, he once more sought bis 
pallet, leaving the boy to keep watch at the 
shop-door. 

Banda lashed his poor steed over the un- 
even rocky ground, thinking it was now next 
to impossible to be overtaken, but to his 
surprise he found the horse becoming lame ; 
and dismounting to satisfy himself of the cause 
discovered that three of his new shoes were 
off, and the fourth banging only by a single 
nail. He cursed the blacksmith most heartily 
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who had ihuf rendered ineffiectual Us mens 
of escape ; he attempted to mount again and 
"pursue hiR way, but the animal stumbted and 
fell. Finding the horse now an kicumbraiioe, 
he left him to his fate and proceeded <m foot, 
whilst the gathering storm had now rieached 
•the height of its fury, and spread arotind 
havoc and devastation. Trees, close to the 
spot where he stood, were by the lightning'^s 

■ 

blast shivered from top to bottom, or fed 
before the violence of the gale. In such 
a night as this, the stoutest heart Would 
naturally look for shelter, and the fbrldrh, 
yet not despairing Banda, entering the vil- 
lage in the Bhaber district, tapped at the 
cottage of Budr-ed-din the herdsmdn. The 
reception and treachery he there experienced, 
has been at the coi^mencenlent at the tale 
fully related. 



THE ZENANA. 401 

On escaping from the well, Banda pene- 
trated the adjacent jungle, intending to take 
refuge in the Penjab, where he still enter- 
tained hopes that a number of Sikhs would 
adhere to him. On the third day, however, 
exhausted from fatigue and hunger, he laid 
domi on the skirts of the forest, fully ex- 
pecting there to breathe his last. The sound 
of a bell tinkling at a distance, however, once 
more raised his drooping spirits, and he pa- 
tiently awaited the approach of the animal, 
around whose neck it was no doubt fastened. 
He conjectured right, for a flock of goats 
appeared driven by an old man of prepos- 
sessing appearance. 

"Aid me, good man!" said Banda, "or 
I die." 

The goatherd raised the half expiring 
Banda, and led him to his cottage close by. 
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where milk and bread having refreshed him, 
he enquired in what part of the country 
he then was; and learned, to his gieat dis- 
appointment, he had been travelling the di- 
rect contrary road from that he had been 
anxious to pursue. The goatherd offered 
the shelter of his hut for a day or two, say* 
ing, " Let us hope, however, that no more 
women will be brought hither, (for this was 
the very cottage to which Amina and Goolab 
had been conducted.) 

"Ah!" cried Banda; "females brought 
hither ! by whom V* 

"Why,'' said the goatherd, "not long 
ago, a young man came to my hut, and in 
my absence deposited a lady on my pallet ; 
when I arrived he apologized for the liberty^ 
informing me the female was destitute, and 
begged my protection, which I promised.'*' 
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"What description of lady? describe her 
figure and face," said Banda ; " and tell me 
where she came from." 

" Wlience she came, I know not,"" replied 
the goatherd, "and I saw but little of her 
person ; however, upon taking leave of the 
young man, I perceived she had only four fin- 
gers on her right hand ; whether the left had 
its proper complement or not, I cannot say," 

"What do I hear!" exclaimed Banda; 
" four fingers only ! 'tis — it must be her ; de- 
scribe the young man her companion? and 
say, canst thou not guess whence they came ?" 

" The young man was handsome, tall and 
fair complexioned, and I fancy they came 
from Samad E ban's fortress beyond the 
Jungle." 

" Tis Zorawer," cried the infuriated Ban- 
da : " has he again since visited you '(" 
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He has lately, dressed as a Sikh ; but 
on the former occasfbn he was habited as 
a Mahommedan.^* 

*^ Grant me patience r cried Banda ; 
^^ 'tis he beyond doubt. Biit say, ^ho was 
the second woman ?" 

The goatherd related the whole history, 
of the lady being brought by four men^ 
lind of their remm^al of the first la^y with 
four fitigers. 

*^ And did they both come from the same 
place ?"" 

" I imagine so," replied the goatherd ; 
" for they evidently recognized each other." 

.Banda pondered for sortie time on the in- 
telligence he had received, aiid then enquired 
whither they had gone. 

" This I cannot possibly inform you," said 
the old man ; ^^ all I know is, J was heartily 



THE ZENANA. 405 

glad to get rid of them, and have since 
troubled myself no more about them. 

I mufit now iL'ave Banda to his meditations* 
and proceed to relate how the indefatigable 
Noov Ziiman, son of Adina Beg Khan, had 
been enabled to trace hia fugitive to the 
herdsman's cottage. The pursuing party for 
some time saw not a human being, but at 
last groans of a moat distressing nature 
reached their ears, and following the direc-. 
tioQ from whence they proceeded, they came 
up to the poor traveller, who was writhing 
under the torture of the wound inflicted by 
the merciless Banda. It was evident the un- 
happy man had not many hours to live ; hia 
speech was however yet left him, and he gave 
such an account of the brutal manner in 
which he had been treated, and the robbery 
of his white horse, as left no doubt in the 
minds of his hearers, that his murderer was 
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Banda. Noor Zuman, although anxious for 
immediate pursuit, and unwilling to spare 
any of his men, nevertheless appointed four 
of his followers to convey the wounded man 
to the nearest village, and desired them to 
bestow every attention to him. He pushed 
on with as much speed as the darkness of 
the night aiid the violence of the storm 
would permit, and passed through the vil- 
lage, where lived the consequential Mus^ 
tufier Muzboot Nalbund, at whose shop-door 
he was hailed by the watchful Bappoo, who 
enquiring if they were in pursuit of any per- 
son, and receiving an answer in the affirma- 
tive, awoke his master, who gave all the in- 
formation in his power, saying, " I warrant 
he is not far off; I took care of that.'^ 

'' How ?'' 

<*By shoeing his hoi'se in a particular 
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manner, so that the shoi?B mil all come off 
again, ere he proceeds many coss." 

Noor Zuinan praised the shrewdness of the 
Nalbund, informed him of the condition of 
the wounded traveller, who would soon ar- 
rive in his village, desiring that he would 
attend to him, and a reward should be given 
htm for his services. Mustuffer promising 
to do his best, the party again set off to- 
wards the Bhaber district. They had not 
gone far, when they perceived a white horse 
standing under a tree without a rider, and 
moving onwards arrived at the herdsman's 
cot, wliere they justly concluded Banda had 
taken shelter. 

Your Highness is already informed of 
what took place at the cottage, and can 
conceive the mortification of Noor Zuman 
on finding the fugitive had again eluded 
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thenu Not conoemng himself authorized to 
make further pursuit) he gave the <»rder for 
retiurning to the camp of Samad Khan. On 
pasttDg the shop of the Nalbund, his mor- 
tification and regret at their want of success 
waa excessive ; he informed Noor Zuman that 
the wounded traveller had arrived, and died 
soon after, in which report he was confirmed 
by the four men left to escort the wretched 
man. 

Samad Khan and Zorawer had been anx- 
iously awaiting the return of Noor Zuman, 
and were all greatly vexed^ save Zorawer, 
at the escape of Banda. 

All that now remained to be done, was to 
proceed to the retreat of Cassim ; for which 
purpose Samad Khan gave orders to move 
towards that direction as quick as possible. 
In their march, they took and demolished 
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several small forts of the Sikhs ; and after 
a wet and tedious march, arrived at the 
estate of CasRim, which they surrounded, 
meeting with no opposition. Upon entering 
the Ghurrie, or mud fortification, they learn- 
ed that Cassim was confined in a dungeon 
under-ground, his followers liaving mutinied 
and refused to obey his orders. Zorawer 
anxiously inquiring after Amina and Goo- 
lab, learned with delight they were safe 
within the walls of the fort. He flew to 
them, and in an instant held his Amina to 
his throbbing bosom. No less anxious was 
the brave Noor Zuman, who appeared 
before the amazed and too happy Goolab, 
leading forth Amina. 

Zorawer, in presenting her to her father, 
exclaimed, "Here, Sir, is your daughter; 
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and now I trust I have proved my sincerity 
in your cause." 

" You have, noble youth," replied the 
General; "and now receive your reward f** 
saying which, he placed (he hand of his 
lovely daughter in that of the enraptured 
Zorawer, and pronounced a blessing upon 
them. 

" Sir," said the generous youth, ** here is 
also the hitherto forlorn Gt)olab, who for 
years has loved the son of your old friend, 
until fraud and oppression pkced her in 
your hands : will you not consent to be in- 
strumental to their happiness also ?" 

" I will,*' replied the Greheral ; '* and here 
publicly declare I have no farther claim oh 
the lady." 

The delighted Noor Zuman threw him- 
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Belf before him, and excess of joy prevented 
his ^'ing utterance to liis feelings. 

It is to be remembered, Samnd Elian waa 
now very diiferently sitimted, than when 
first introduced to notice. He was now 
a dependant on Adina Beg Khan, the 
father of Noor Zuman; his restoration 
to his former rank and dignities depended 
on his favourable report : it was therefore 
his interest to conciliate and please his son, 
by every means in his power ; and he tlierefore 
hesitated not to waive all claim to the fair 
Goolab, especially as he was fully aware of 
her deep-rooted averEdon to himself. 

The happy party now prepared to return, 
having previously liberated Casaim, whom 
the Gteneral immediately dismissed from liis 
service. Cassim withdrew, muttering some 
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insolent remark on the valuable service of a 
broken-down commander. After a tedious 
journey, owing to the heavy rains, they 
reached the fort of Adina Beg Khan, where 
with pleasure he learned the overthrow of 
the Sikhs in all directions, and the recovery 
of the daughter of his old friend, as well as 
of Groolab, whom he was now firmly con- 
vinced was most ardently beloved by his 
son Noor Zuman, to whose nuptials with 
the sweet girl he at once consented ; and it 
was settled^ that on the same day Zorawer 
should receive the hand of the lovely Ami- 
na. All now was tranquil ; not a single un- 
pleasant event appeared likely to ruffle the 
harmony that prevailed at the castle of 
Adina Beg Khan, who had reported so fa- 

* 

vourably of the heroic deeds of his friend 
Saniad Khan, that the Emperor of Delhi 
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bestowed upon him the govern men I ami 
charge of an important fort, and a numerous 
band of soldiers. One rainy night, as the 
inhabitants of the castle were wrapt in 
silence, a loud cry was heard from without 
and permission having been given to open 
the gates, a body of Mahommedans entered, 
bringing a prisoner, woimded apparently 
very dangerously. It was the unfortunate 
Banda, captured by Cassim, who by this 
act imagined he should once more be re- 
stored to his former favour and rank. The 
joy of Adina Beg was so great, that he 
caused rejoicings to be made throughout the 
fortress, and instantly penned a despatch to 
Delhi, to know how be was to dispose of his 
prisoner. In the night, Zorawer determin- 
ed to visit his afflicted father, and to give 
him all the consolation in hia power. He 
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found no difficulty in obtaining permission 
from the officer oh duty, and entered the 
cell where, upon the floor, comfortless and 
forlorn, lay the wretched Banda. 

" Father r exclaimed Zorawer. 

" Hell-hound!'' replied theprisoner ; " why 
comest thou to molest me ? hence — away ! 
accursed apostate ! Oh ! had I strength to 
rise and plunge my dagger in thy heart, 
this moment would be thy last.^ 

" Father," said Zorawer, " be calm— com- 
pose yourself ; I come to give you comfort.'" 

" You !^ said Banda ; " you bring com- 
fort — impossible! the sight of you is worse 
than death : yet have I still some regard 
for you ; and, as you must live, what I can 
unfold may prevent your involving others 
in the misery you are preparing for your- 
self : for their sakes I will make a disclosure. 
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which, when ynu have ticard, may induce 
you once more to return to the faith in 
which I iiave brought you up. I know all 
your plans ; I have heard of your elopement 
with the Maliommedan woman; and have 
now to ask you if you indeed intend to ally 
yourself with that detested one ?" 

" I do !" replied Zorawer. 

" Then will you complete the catalogue 
of your crimes — for you will wed your own 
sister." 

*' Heavens !" cried the amazed youth ; " I 
never knew you had a daughter ; but this 
girl is the offspring of Samad Khan !" 

" So she may consider herself," said 
Baiida ; " and as such would he moat likely 
palm her on you." 

" Is she then, indeed, your daughter, my 
father ?" 



d 



416 THE ZENANA. 

" No, boy, she is not ; but is nevertheless 
your sister."" 

" Impossible ! she cannot be." 

" I tell you she is : has she not four fin- 
gers only on her right hand ?** 

" Protect me. Heaven !" exclaimed Zora- 
wer : " there is a lady as you describe her ; 
but she is not the one to whom I am about 
to be united.'' 

**Then would 1 had not disclosed the 
secret; but however, rest satisfied, the girl 
with only four fingers is your own sister.'' ' 

" But how, father, if not your daughter .'*'* 

" Because thou art not my son." 

" Speak, I implore you ; tell me who 
then is my father." 

" I will speak, because when thou shalt 
know all I have to relate, I trust thou wilt 
sec grounds for forsaking the accursed race 
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to wlioni thou art rashly about to ally 
thyself; and if any thing can induce you 
tw pursue the right road, it will be the in- 
formation that thou art the son of the re- 
vered and departed Giiru Govind, the tenth 
and last religious ruler of the Sikhs." 

" Oh, Banda ! how have you amazed me 
by this disclosure : how can this be possible ? 
have not I been bred up in the belief that I 
am thy son alone ?" 

" Listen, boy : I became ambitious to 
succeed Guru Govind, my master and pro- 
tector ; but you stood in my way, and 
marred my aspiring thoughts. I determined 
upon removing you, but durst not seize you, 
permitting your sister to remain, lest sus- 
picion should attach itself to me. An op- 
portunity offered ; Foujdar Khan invaded 
our territories: it was then I caused you 
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aad your sister to be snatched away, report- 
ing to your father that the relentless Foujdar 
Khan had murdered his helpless babes. He 
made me swear to revenge the bloody deed ; 
and, in order to induce a firm belief of my 
report as soon as I had it in my power, in- 
vaded the territory of Foujdar Khan, slay- 
ing every soul that came in my way. When 
all was quiet, I went a journey in secret, 
and returned, bringing you with me, leaving 
your sister under the roof of an old woman 
of the Mahommedan persuasion in Saharun- 
poor. I gave out you were my son, by a 
woman with whom I had formed an alliance 
on the borders of Cabul; and as from my 
wandering life no one could contradict my 
report, you were received and acknowledged 
as my younger son, whom I had hoped 
would in due time have succeeded to the 
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chieftainship of the Sikhs, and that this 
would in some measure atone for my wicked 
act in depriving the Gurd of his children. 
I have no more to say, but that since I find 
you have embraced the Maliommedan faitli, 
were I able, I would plunge my dagger in 
your heart, and die content. As it is, I 
am wounded unto death ; I feel my hour 
rapidly approach ; leave me — begone !" 

" How am I to satisfy my slater of all 
you have informed me ?" said Zorawer. 

" Send for the old woman from Saharun- 
poor ; she will confirm ray statement : 
begone l^leave me to die in peace !" 

This most extraordinary intelligence 
shocked and confounded Zorawer, who has- 
tened to communicate it to his friends, and 
to embrace his new found sister, Goolab. 
All were greatly amazed ; for none, indeed. 
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had ever ima^ned Zorawer had considered 
himself the son of Banda, or they might 
probably have mistrusted him, notwith- 
standing all his oaths of fidelity in their 
cause. A messenger was despatched to 
Saharunpoor, who brought the old woman 
under whose care Groolab had resided. She 
confirmed the tale, though she knew not it 
was Banda who had consigned the girl to her 
care. That there might be no doubt on 
the subject, the prisoner dying as he was 
being brought before the assembly, the 
woman exclaimed, ^^ That is the man !^' 

That Zorawer should, in attempting to 
elope with his mistress, be the means of 
rescuing his sister, was consider! d a miracle 
ordained by Providence ; and all congratu- 
lated him on his good fortune, in possessing 
a sister so amiable as was the fair Goolab. 



Tilt firman from Delhi arrived, directing 
Adina Beg Khan to execute the prisoner 
Banda without delay : preparation was made 
accordingly ; but on entering his cell, life 
had for ever fled — the vital spark was extinct. 
Banda was therefore buried in privacy, and 
the grave never closed over so unrelenting 
and cruel a man, whose whole life was spent 
in bloodshed and carnage, and for whom no 
eye was moistened, and for whose loss no 
one mourned. After the death of Banda, 
the Sikhs were a long time ere they again 
appeared in the field ; they never elected 
another religious ruler, but chose their mili- 
tary chiefs at their assembly called their 
Gf(r6 Mata, or National Council, 

The marriage of Zorawer with Aniina, 
and of Noor Zuman with Goolab, took place 
shortly after the death of Banda, amidst loud 
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and continued rejoicings. The Mahomme- 
dans, as, please Allah ! they ever will be^ con- 
tinued triumjdiant over the Sikhs; and, by 
their continued victories, added another star 
of glory on the brow of the all-conquer- 
ing, w(»ld-subduing Emperor of this noble 
country. 

Thus ended the CotwalPs story, with 
which the Nuwab expressed himself well 
pleased, and permitted him to depart. The 
whole of the heads of professions attended 
at the Deewan^s palace, to cast lots to deter- 
mine who was to be the next to relate a 
story. The lot fell upon Buxoo Bhae the 
barber, who was desired to be in readiness 
on the following day, at the hour of one, at 
the NuwaVs palace. Poor Buxoo hastened 
home to repeat before his wife, the only tale 
he could muster up, in order that he might 
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be perfect on the following day. The Nu- 
wab and his ladies being all seated as 
before, the barber was ushered in, and hay- 
ing made three low salaams, took his seat on 
the carpet, and commenced the tale contained 
in the following Chapter. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME!. 



LONDON : 
PRINTED BY S. AND R. BENTLEY, DORSET STREET* 



